NUMBER 1 DECEMBER 1992

Hon.S8ec¢. Alison Merrett
17 Hall R4. Leckhampton
Tel: 238086

Welcome to the first issue of the Leckhampton Local History
Society newsletter, and seascns greetings to one and all.

Formed on October 1st 1992, following a great surge of interest
generated by two successful slides shows given in aid of the Sue
Ryder Home earlier in the year, the society has got off to a good
start with over sixty members. Details of membership will be
found on the back page. Please inform your friends of the
existence of the society and urge them to come along and join us.

Already some well-attended meetings have taken place, and the
future programme for 1993 is given below;

Jan 21 “The Cheltenham and Gloucester Railroad®. A talk by David
Bick (author of '01d Leckhampton')

Feb 18 Members discussion evening

Mar 18 "Cheltenham Museum and its relation to local history".
A talk by Dr.Stephen Blake (Museuw Director)

Apr 15 Members discussion evening

May 280 “Leckhampton Parish Church”. A talkby EricMiller
{author of book of the same name).

A1l these events will be held at Leckhampton Court, either in the
dining room or the chapel, starting at 7.30pm

During 1%93 it is intended to conduct a survey of the members in
order to find out which is the best night to held meetings. At
the moment these are on Thursday but cbviocusly it does not suit
everyone and it may be advantageous to make a change. Other
venues are also to be explored, as getting to and from the Court
in the dark winter nights is not ideal.

Plans are being laid for a number of interested members to attend
a2 special evening at the Gloucester County Record Office in the
New Year, in order to gain an insicght intc the documents they
hold and how to gain access to them. There will be a2 1imit to the
number for obviocus reasons but everyone will get a chance to take
part if they wish. More details to follow.

The Postcard Group are hoping to make progress with a listing of
all available cards showing Leckhampton within the next few
weeks and would be pleased to learn of anvone that has any
examples, whether members or not.
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LECKHAMPTON IN NORMAN TIMES. by Bruce Stait

Major R.C.Barnard {a keen local nistorian) at a lecture given in
the Parish Hall on Nov.ilth 1B98, gave the following extracts
from Domesday Book for Leckhampton, which I speculate is his own
translation.

“Yn the Hundred of Cheltenham, William Leuric holds Leckhampton
from the king. Osgot held it in King fdward's time. Three hides
pay geld there. There are two piough teams in demesne, and Ltwo
villeins and eight bordars with one team. There are three serfs.
The wood is a furlong in length and as much in wideh. The value
is now and was formerly forty shillings.

in the Hundred of Cheltenhanm, srictric holds from the king four
hides in Leckhampton and pays geld. In King Edward's time he held
two Thides, and Ordric held the other two. King William, when
going into Normandy, granted each estate to Brictric. He has in
demesne one plough team, and nine bordars with three teams and
two bondmen and one bondwoman. The wood is two furlongs long and
two wide. It is worth thirty shillings®.

{The modern name of Leckhampton in pomesday is recorded as
Lechantone, which was merely the interpretation of the Norman
clerk. 'Lechantone’ has been taken to mean a place where leeks
grow, but in some works is interpreted as ‘a stony place’}.

from this we can see that by the year 1085 Leckhampton's twWo
manors were in the possession of Leuric and Brictriec. Osgot, who
had been the owner of one at the time of King Edward {the Normans
disregarded Harold as being a usurper} was obviously a Saxon
and thus his estate was forfeit. [The site of this manor is given
as Broadwell, on the opposite side of the road from Church Farm].
We know that apart from Leckhampton, Leurie alsc held manors in
oxford and Essex, as well as others in Gloucestershire.

grictric, owner of the second manor, seems alsc to have been &
saxon, and one of some note; His father was a powerful English
thane, Earl Algar, and son of Lady Godiva. He was twice Earl of
anglia and then of Mercia, cutlawed in 1855 and again in 1858,
but each time winning back his position - obviously one of lifes
survivors!l His death is given as 1862.

frictric must have found favour with King William as not only

2id he retain his existing possessions {at least for a time} ~.

in itself most unusual, as almost all of England was given to
wiiliam's men as ‘spoils of war' - but he also took over the
second holding in the manor. Like Osgot, and the vast majority
of the surviving Anglo-Saxon nobles who fought for Harold,
ordric forfeited his lands.

Brictrie is believed to have known Duke William many years
neforehand. The Continuator of Wace [7] tells a romantic tale
+hat Mathilda seized all of his lands {which were extensive)
in revenge, because in his youth he had spurned her. On her death
in 1883 the lands reverted toc the King and he ‘when going into
Hormandy, granted each estate to Brictric’.

There is another version; The following is from ‘History of Arle’
produced by the Dowty Group. Tarle estate is said to have been



founded in the Bth century]. "About this time in English history
the records of the town of Tewkesbury refer to Brictric,
the last Anglo-8axon lord of Tewkesbury, who was sent as an
ambassador to the Earl of Flanders and while at the court he
attracted the attentions of the Earli's daughter, Mathilde,
whose offer of  wmarriage he <courteously declined. She

afterwards married William, Duke of Normandy, who became
William the Congueror. Mathilde, in revenge for her wounded
pride, prevailed on the King, the very day of Ther

coronation, Christmas Day 1066, to have Brictric arrested and
conveyed as a prisoner to Winchester, where he sghortly after
died. The King confiscated the whole of Brictric's large
possessions and bestowed the Manor of Tewkesbury upon Queen
Maud". The source of this interesting but confusing tale is not
given. On the one hand we have the Domesday record, with
Brictric retaining his extensive lands and possessions, and
even being given those of the unfortunate Ordric, and of
Queen Mathilde's hostility on the other, resulting in his
early death. I see no way of reconciling the two acounts at
present, unlesg there were in fact +wo nobles namsd Brictric,
{which is entirely possible} connected with the district.

The most prosperous manor was that owned by Leuric, although
with only three hides it seems to have been slightly the smalley
of the two. The exact definition of & Saxon ‘hide' is the
cause of some debate but is most commonly taken to be the
amount of land that would support a freeman and his family in
reasonable comfort, according to the standard of the time. An
average figure of 120 acres per hide has generally been agreed
by historians, but in the Domesday survey the figure seems to
vary from 64 acres to 240, and presumably has sgome bearing on
the productivity of the actual land itself. A hide was a handy
reference to the national land tax which was used to assess
the amount of ‘geld’ that was paid.

Leuric possessed two teams of oxen but Brictric had only one,
although his tenants owned no less than three. This gave a total
of seven teams in the two manors, indicsting that some B40O acres
of land was under cultivation in Leckhampton. This figure
excludes the two woods mentioned in the survey. {At the end of
the 19C the total acreage for Leckhampton was about 1,600},
In the society of Norman England the bordars were almost at the
bottom of the social scale, only serfs {slaves and bondmen -~ or
women) were beneath them. They lived in the village and might
possibly farm about five acres of land. Villeins (forming the
majority of the population) were one stepup the scale from
bordars, farming perhaps thirty acres and owning a few plough
cxer. Both wvilleins and bordars were tenants and would be
reguired to render their services and that of their teams to
their lord. They paid rent for their small holdings, perheps a
few pence, but the greatest part would be in their labour or in
the produce they were expected to furnish.

The manors of Leuric and Brictric each had their own demssne, or
dwelling place, {our word ‘domain' comes from this root} but each
was probably looked after by an overseer. We may imagine that
some form of house existed on the mosted area below the church
and possibly another near the site of the present Court,
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although both being in such close proximity seems unlikely.

The arable land in the village, comprising several large open
fields, would have been divided between the two lords and the
villeins and bordars who laboured in their demesne. These fields
would be further divided intc strips, or lynchets, the evidence
of which can still be seen today on aerial photographs, or when
the sun is low. In addition there was woodland for pigs and no
doubt grazing land was also set aside for sheep, oxen, and other
animals. Housing in the village would probably be a single storey
dwelling of timber framing, in-filled with wattle and daub, and
roofed with straw. Although stone was readily available from the
nearby hill, wood was plentiful, and had been traditional house
building material for the lower classes.

Thus we have a picture of a handful of villagers, numbering maybe
iess than one hundred, 1living in simple hute alongside their few
animals, and working six days a week, either on their own land or
on that of their lord. The children were expected to do their
share of work, although the younger ones stayed around the
homestead and perhaps looked after the geese and chickens. On the
seventh day they attended religious services in their small
wooden church, possibly occupying the same position that it does
today. In the summer months the working day would have been long,
as there was a great deal more work to be done than inwinter.
Some experts have suggested that streams were considerably larger
in previous times, and if so those originating off the hills
around Leckhampton could have carried a great deal more water
than at present. There is reference to a stream known as ‘the
Pili' having a ford somewhere in the area now known as pilford,
and of the coaches splashing their way through on the Journey
from Bath to Cheltenham, some two hundred years ago.

Mo fish ponds have so far been identified, except for the moat
which would almost certainly have been used for this purpose,
but lacking concrete evidence as to the exact age of the site we
cannot place it firmiy in the Norman period. The meadow
alongside the church appears to have had s stream flowing through
it which might have served as a £ish pond at some time. Fish
would have bred naturally in the clear streams that come off
the hill, as they do in the present-day Coberley milil stream,
which flows from Seven Springs, although without the danger of
contamination caused by todays chemicdls seeping from the fields.
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feckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription;Individual £3 Joint £4.5
A 5@p donation to funds is requested for attendance at meetings

contributions from the members for inclusion in future editions
of "Smoke Screen” will be welcomed.
tilease send them to Bruce Stait, 8 Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM.
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HUMBER 2 MARCH 1993

Hon.Sec. Alison Merrett
17 Hall Rd4. Leckhampton
Tel:- 238086

Yes, the title has been changed. 'Smoke screen’ smacked too much
of concealment - and we have nothing to hidel Quite the opposite
in fact, as we are trying to discover and publish unknown facts
concerning Leckhampton and its environs.

dividuals are encouraged to conduct enguiries into any aspect
-£ Leckhampton's past, although it would be appreciated if
members would let us know what subject they are pursuing, in
order to avoid duplication. Your ideas on topics for research are
always most welcome.

Rick Kedge has been looking into the history of the shop that
once stood at the foot of the hill, and we are very grateful for
his efforts: we are anxious to contact those villagers with
memories of events in their youth, particularly of the wartime
years, and anyone who can help is asked to get in touch

I recently came across two sources for aerial photographs that
might prove of interest; one is the Air Phobto Unit for the RCHME
at Swindon and the other the Committee for Aerial Photography at
Cambridge University. Obligue and vertical shots are available
from all over the country - including Leckhampton. If any member
would like more details please contact me.

There has been some confusion among prospective members with
regard to the gquestion of whether they will be expected to join
the various groups that are being set up to conduct research into
aspects of Leckhampton history. Let me assure those peoplse that
we welcome ANYONE to the ranks of the society, and getting
involved with one of the groups is not a condition of membership.
Please emphasise this point when vou find someone who is
interested in joining ocur society.

ay of you will be aware of the numerous books on the subidect of
local history but in case you are a relative newcomer may I bring
Robert Dunning's book 'Local History for Beginners® to your
notice. It is one of the Phillimore publications, {who produce a
great many other ‘'historical’ books) and is probably available in
the library. As its title implies it contains some useful tips
particularly for those starting out in this field.

ADVANCE NOTICE JUNE 17:; A 2 HOUR GUIDED WALK AROUND LECKHAMPTON,
Come along and bring your friends and find out about some of the
fascinating facts of the parish that may be new to you. Parts of
the walk will be along footpaths which could be muddy.

Meet at the church 7.0pm (bring an umbrella...}

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
from Amy Woolacott

1 was interested to read Major Barnard's lecture transcript
in the last issue and tend to agree that the translation was his
own work. This may have been the source for the same anomalies
that occur in ‘Leckhampton Through The Ages’ by Canon Brewin and
Eve Andrew.

The guestion of Brictric's relationship with William's wife
Mathilde may perhaps be answered by the fact that in my copy of
Domesday for Glo'shire {(translated by John S.Moore) there are two
nobles named Brictric. Incidentally I believe the nawe comes frow
Saxon sorces - ‘rich Briton'. [Amy, I bope you have some backing
for this - it's not guite April ist yet.Ed.]

Following the various references of Brictric through the book
is not straightforward but summarises as follows:—

The one, described as the King's Thane {a kind of military
companion) was a Saxon who held half of the Leckhampton manoy
before 1066, and was eventually given the other two hides. (It is
interesting to note that Ordric, the Saxon who lost two hides to
Brictric, was apparently compensated for this by the Bishop of
Worcester, who granted him lands at Eycot in Bibury hundred}.

The second Saxon Brictric is listed as son of Algar, with
ilands in the Tewkesbury area and other parts of the county -
largely owned by the church in William's time. This Brictric
[much the more powerful of the two] was the friend to Mathilde.

Another anomaly appears concerning the entry for Leckhampton's
second manor, belonging to William Leuric/Leofric. From the
Domesday record he held {in addition to Leckhampton) land at
Hailes, Whittington, Shipton [Oliffe] and [Lowerl Turkdean, but
there is another Leurie with lands in Hereford and Oxfordshire
which were given to William’s victorious nobles.

According to the Domesday translators the second manor can be
identified as Broadwell, and it is my own view that Broadwell was
associated with the moated site. [Major Barnard put forward the
supposition that 'the moat’ may have been Leckhampton's first
settlement in prehistoric times. Ed.] The other manor was of
course the present court. It is sometimes found in viilages that
manors grew to the East and West of the church site.

A& PUZZLE FOR YOU TO SOLVE.

on Jan 2lst David Bick gave a most interesting talk about the
Gloucester and Cheltenham Tramway, and its extension to the
Leckhampton Hill guarries, and answered a number of guestions.
The old tramway that carried stone off the hill has long gone,
but by the Norwood pub there are two short lengths of rail in the
pavement, about twenty yards apart, that are sometimes confused
with the old tramway track. They are too close together to have
been part of that sytem and I wonder if they have some connection
with the pub that is not apparent today. The Norwood Arms was
once a brewery, were these rails part of the delivery system for
barrels 7 Another school of thought says they may have been part
of the roof to the underground toilets in that area.



If you look carefully at the pavement on the west side of
Leckhampton Road, just past the railway bridge you will see two
parallel cracks in the tarmac that are exactly the same width
apart as the rails once were {(1.1m).

A recent check with a metal detector showed no sign of them
still being in situ, which seems to indicate that the subsoil has
shifted, leaving these cracks. David Bick stated that the track
was lifted and sold for scrap more than 100 years ago.

HILL STORES. by Rick Kedge

Since moving to Leckhampton seven years agoc I have heard tales
of the shop that once stood at the foot of the hill. I never saw
it myself but I have a copy of an old postcard which shows the
shop in the early years of the century, and friends have given me
their reminiscences, so I have a good impression of what it must
have been like. Since writing these few lines I have been given a
copy of a much more recent photograph, taken in about 1962, with
a Leckhampton bus standing outside, showing the shop after it was
altered.

The brick building is marked on the Ordnance Survey map of
1887 and may have originally been either a chapel or shrine. The
date when it began to be used as a shop is unknown, but another
postcard dated 1905 does not show any conversion. The old horse-
drawn omnibus service which only ran as far as the Malvern Inn
ceased in 1903 and a new extension to the Cheltenham tramway
network that terminated just below the foot of the hill opened in
1905. No doubt this provided a marked increase in the number of
customers and could have coincided with the establishment of the
shop. Next door was a cobbler's shop, run in latter years by
Mr.Lacey, but by about 1960 his shop was showing signs of age and
was closed for several months while repairs were carried out. A
new frontage was added with 'Tuck Shop' over the top, and when
Mr.Lacey retired in about 1963 it became a storeroom.

Mr.and Mrs.Arthur Keen rented 'Hill Stores' at £1 per week
from a Mr.Stanbridge between 1963 and 1974, and told me of the
latter years of the business.

Mrs.Keen, who passed her driving test at the age of 64, used
to load up her RBustin A40 at Laxton's Cash and Carry in Princess
Elizabeth Way to stock the shop, and then made up the weekly
orders placed by customers on the hill. General groceries on sale
were sugar, margarine, butter, flour, eggs, matches, aspirin,
laces, and fresh fruit and vegetables, and customers regularly
came from as far away as Birdlip.

Walkers and ramblers were particularly
grateful for the shop, and at weekends and
bank holidays they would arrive by the bus
load. Not only the passengers stopped off
for supplies but the bus crews also became
regulars and friends of the Keen's. At
busy times the queues stretched for fifty
yards and around the corner into the 01d
Bath Road!

After a good days walk over the hill
most people wanted a drink, usually Tizer
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Corona or Fanta - and a Wall's ice cream. Alsc very popular vwerse
the home-made cakes that Mrs.Keen provided. The corner became a
popular meeting point, with a telephone and letter box and two
benches, where folk could have 3 quiet chat while walting for the
next Ho.3 bus to arrive.

On Easter Monday 1973 a coach taking a party from Tamworth to
Stonehenge stopped on the hill, the brakes faded and it ran back
into the side of the shop, demolishing the post box and a sign
‘Welcome to Cheltenham' in the process. No one was injured but
Mrs.Keen was in the shop at the time and the ‘Echo’ took pictures.

The introduction of V.A.T. and S.E.T. in the early 1970's
meant a lot of extra paperwork and as both Mr. and Mrs. Keen were
then in their early 70's they decided to call it a day. The shop
was taken over by Mr.and Mrs.Wilkinson who broadened the stock of
groceries and introduced a range of frozen foods, increasing the
turnover considerably.

Mr.Wilkinson tells me that Sunday was by far the busiest day
of the week, as they were the only local shop to open. However,
during the four years of their tenancy the shop was broken into
three times and it was hit by at least two cars. They gave it up
in 1978, Mr.Stanbridge died and the new owner sold the site for
development. B bulldozer moved in and a small and tearful crowd
watched as it cleared the ground, knocking down the shop and
upcovering an adder's nest in the process.

Aut at least Hill Stores went out with a bang, as there was a
minor explosion when a gas pipe was fractured |

G.M.Trevelyan, a noted historian who died 30 years ago, had
this vision of the past, and I believe it puts into words
something that all of us must have pondered at some time;

"The poetry of history lies in the guasi-miraculous fact that
once, on this earth, once, on this familiar spot of ground,
walked other men and women, as actual as we are today, thinking
their own thoughts, swayed by their own passions, but now all
gone, one generation vanishing after another, gone utterly as ve
ocurselves shall shortly be gone, like ghosts at cock-crow.’

Let us get as much as possible recorded of Leckhampton before the
cock crows for usi I was reminded of this when I saw the recent
death of Mollie Smith (nee Cotton) who will be remembered with
affection by many. She was born in 1838 in Moorend Road, and
spent the greater part of her life in the village, being actively
involved in many aspects of Leckhampton life. She was the first
woman to be elected to the Parish Council and was also a founder
member of the Evening WI. Our sincere condolences to her family.

Members are encouraged to bring visitors to our meetings, and the
usual donation of 50p is requested.

f.eckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription;Individual £3 Joint £4.50
5 50p donation to funds is reguested for attendance at meetings.

contributions from the members for inclusion in future editions
of “Smoke Signal” are always welcomed. Please send them to:
nruce Stait, B Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488



NUMBER 3 Junel983

Hon.,Sec. Alison Merrett
17 Hall RA. Leckhampton
) Tel:~ 238086

THE WAY WE WERE - June 1934 by John Randall

I recently acquired a copy of the Bradshaw Railway Guide for 1934
and members may be interested in the timetable for trains through
Leckhampton -~ also known as CHELTENHAM SOUTH.

Two companies ran trains through the station; the Great Western
Railway con the former Banbury/Cheltenham line, with trains from
Cheltenham ST.JAMES to Kingham and Banbury, and the Southern
Railway on the former Midland and South West Junction Railway,
with trains from Cheltenham LANSDOWN to Andover and Southampton.

In addition there were several ‘through trains’' from other
railway companies, but there were no Sunday trains.

DOWN TRAINS - WEEKDAYS UP TRAINS -~ WEEKDAYS
FROM LECK. TC FROM LECK. TO
&.1M. =28 1 8
ST.JAMES 6.38 BANBURY BANBURY 9.23 © BT.JAMES
ST.JAMES 8.09 KIKGHAM * ANDOVER 10.48 ~ LANSDOWN
LANSDOWN 10.35 SOUTHAMPTON pom.
5T.JAMES 10.44 KINGHAM S'TON 1.09 LIVERPOOL
SWANSER 11.16 NEWCASTLE KINGHAM * 2.03 ST.JAMES
p.m. KINGHAM 3.086 ST.JAMES
ST.JAMES 12.18 KINGHAM * NEWCASTLE 4.59 SWANSEA
LIVERPOOL 1.40 SOUTHAMPTON ANDOVER 5.12 LANSDOWN
LANSDOWN 3.11 ANDOVER KINGHAM 5.54 ST.JAMES
ST.JAMES 3.28 KINGHAM * 5'TON 8.03 LANSDOWN
ST.JAMES 7.14 KINGHAM BANBURY 9.39 ST.JAMES

LANSDOWN 7.26 ANDOVER
{* ‘LOMDON TRAINS')

Various regular goods trains of different sorts also used the
line - approx 9 Down workings and 8 Up workings - although most
of them were not scheduled to stop. As far as Leckhampton was
concerned the main goods trains, where the yard was shunted, were
the Down {arr. 3.34pm dep. 4.10pm having called at Leckhampton
Sand Sidings at 3.21pm) and the Up {arr.10.56am dep. 11.25am).
Other 'Special’ trains worked the line, ‘Race Specials’ to and
from Cheltenham and Summer Excursions to Barry Island for
instance, and there were also ‘diverted’ trains from other lines.
Of course this is not claimed to be a complete picture of the day
to day workings of Leckhampton Station and no doubt other members
will be able to supply further information in due course.

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



‘A Cheltenham Companion' - by Alwyn Sampson and Steven Blake
This is the title of a rscently pyvblished soft-cover book
containing a miscellany of facts apout the town. Highly
recommended with a wealth of information and a selection of
excellent drawings from the pen of Alwyn Sampson. The price is £5
with all profits to Sue Ryder Home and the Cobalt Appesl. As this
is a very limited print run I imagine that most wili soon be
snapped up. They are on sale at the museumnm.

rick Kedge has recently obtained a few copies of two books that
members may find of interest; they are both connected with the
soach firm of Swanbrook, the one celebrating thelr 25 years as a
company is lavishly $1lustrated, some in colour, and the other a
personal story of the founder, Billy Thomas. The cost is £3 for
the pair and should appeal to a wide circle, especially transport
enthusiasts. Give Rick a ring on Chelt.572003.

There has been very Little feedback from members on the topics we
raizsed in the last 'Smoke Signal‘’ - well, none at all actually.
Has no one got any theories on the use of the metal rails in the
pavement by the ‘Norwooed'?

VISIT TO GLOUCESTER RECORD OFFICE

A group of 23 members made thelr way to the CRO on April 27th to
thear the 'how and why' on a county’s records, initially from
Mrs.Kate Haslam and then from a video f£ilm.

We were told how information can be retrieved from documents by
having an understanding of how the records are kept which was
£nllowed with a conducted tour of the offices, £first to the
climatically controlled map room and then to see some of the
odditiss and catastrophes which £ind their way to the
observation room. Later we heard abou- the mammoth task of
committing toc computer data storage all currently held records.
our final treat was tc see a few of the nimerous documentsg about
Leckhampton which had been set out on tables and the visit ended
with a vote of thanks to the staff of +he CRO who took the time
+o prepare and present a most interesting evening.

NEWS  FROM THE RESEARCH GROUPS

John Randall and Bruce Stailt have spent many hours at the Record
Office copying two maps of the parish, the Enclosure Award map of
1778 (10" to the mile} and the other Croome's map of 1835. These
are currently being updated to include footpaths and will be used
for study by the map research group.

A fairly comnon map of Leckhampton — and one that was shown to
+he members who recently visited the Record Office -~ is the one
prepared at the time of the disposal of much of the Court Estate
on Oct.3lst 18%4. Several coples are ¥nown to exist, at least two
in the hands of members of the LES. There is also the sale
catalogue which makes fascinating reading. 285 acres were sold in
54 lots, including a number of oldish cottages in Church Road and
of f Kidnappers Lane and land in the parish. This sale of guarries
and land on the hill was ultimately responsible for the riots of



1910; the building of houses on +he North side of Church Road
also took place after the sale.

From a look at the Census Returns for 18%1 it is possible to
verify the names of the owners and the remaining members of the
nousehold. Here are just a few of the varjous lots that went
under the hammer;

1ot 2. Moat Cottage; let to Frank Hicks, occc. by John Williams,
a farm servant.

Lot 7. 3 cottages; [adjoining Collum ¥nd Farm - two cottages are
now the home of Bill and Mavis Reynolds] cccuplied in 1894 by
Benjamin Addiman (Gescrived in the catalogue as & vellum binder
but in 1B%1 census he was 2 ‘furniture packer'), Thomas Hawker
and Will Hawker (both of them were labourers but Will was &
‘platelayer’ in 1891). [Hawker is one of the ancient Leckhampton
family names].

Lot 17. Cottage:; [known as cromwell Cottage] occupied by Charles
Hawker. In 1891 census it appears that Charles wWas ‘foreman/coal
wharve' and was residing at Church Farm.

ot 12. Post office [probably comes ip Cheltenham census 28 it
was on the corner of Church Road and Hall road]

A great deal of information can be discovered from the Census;
microfilms of all years up to 1891 are available at Cheltenham
library but normally you will have to book ahead as the readers
are usually fully utilised.

An illustration of some well-~known Leckhampton names COmes from
a pantomime of around 1910, performed in the parish hall

"peckhampton has long been venowned for its bill,

And the church and the famous old court,

Aut its people deserve to ve more famous still,

For they're all of the very best sort.

Some have lived here so long that you'll not be far wrong.,
1f you thought they'd come straight from the Ark,

And I fancy when Noah first opened the door,

They stepped out while he passed this remark.

wrhere's Townsend and Hawker, there's Greening and Bubb,
with Barretts in goodly array.

There's Cherrington, Caudle, Cotton and Chick,
Ballinger, Harding, Harper and Hicks,

vou shall stay in Leckhampton today” .

The postcard research group has made a good start with getting a
catalogue of Leckhampton postcards together, the total so far
stands at over 200. Not all of these are original as a few have
been copied from those held in the Gloucester Record Office and
others in the Cheltepham Museum Collection. The vast majority are
of the Devil's Chimney but there are alsc some of the trams ané
buses in Leckhampton Road. 1f anyone has any cards tucked away in
o1d family albums the group would be pleased to see them.

One name that occurs on @wany postcards of the period around 1900
ie that of F.A.Webley. In the ‘Cheitenham Annuaire 1910° {the
forerunner of ‘Kellys pirectory’) a copy of which may be seen in
the public library. he is recorded as a photographer with an
address at Commerce House in Leckhampton Road. I have not



been able to establish where this was {or is} but nearby

roperties were glven as Florizel, Culham {maybe another
spelling for Collum}, Villa Gazilda and Glencariff. The latter
sti1l exists a short distance down from the Co-op. Commerce House
may have been re-named or demolished to make way for more modern
property or perhaps it stood on the Co-op site itself. The same
directory lists Collum End Road (now Church Road) as ‘or
Leckhampton Lane’.

Apart from the two evening meetings scheduled for June 17th (a
walk round Leckhampton, start at the church at 7.00p.m.} and the
other on July 15th referred to below, the first season of the
society is over. We will be in touch with you all before the
start of our second season but in the meantime we wish you all a
pleasant summer and look forward to meeting once again in the
autumn.

THE HISTORY OF ST.PETER’'S CHURCH

At the final meeting of the first year of the LHS a good turnout
of members were privileged to hear a most fascinating account of
the history of Leckhampton Church given by Eric Miller,
accompanied with slides, on May 20th. Although almost all of us
must have thought they knew everything about the church, Eric
confounded us with the depth of his knowledge and the many
interesting snippets of information he had acguired, brought out
with close-up photographs of various features. I imagine that we
will now be taking a much closer look at the Church when next we
are in that vicinity |

His thoroughly researched booklet covering the church through the
ages was in great demand after the meeting: coples are available
in the church itself price £1.50. :

TEWKESBURY GUIDED WALK

Members are reminded that an HOLD onN MATE - WE'sE
evening walk has been arranged WRONG B&TTUE}'///
to take in the site of the Battle o U
of Tewkesbury, conducted by some P H V.
iccal members of the ‘Wars of the () o
rRoses Society’. They will show us :
the location of various actions,
dressed in period costumes, sO
don't forget to bring your camera.
Meet at the Abbey Gate at 6.45pm
on Thursday JULY 15th. The cost

is £1 per head. Bring your friends
and give Bruce Stait a ring 1f you
need a lift.

Leckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription; Individual £3 Joint £4.50

Contributions from the members for inclusion in future editions
of "Smoke Signal® are always welcomed. Please send them to;
Bruce Stait, & Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488

o



HUMBER 4 SEPTEMBER 1993
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Leckbampton
. located in
put in touch
s time' as an

One of the wartime memcories o
during that period was of

the grounds of the Court.
with a man living locally

r . was a sergeant engineer who served with Infantry
m 4 of the German Army, mainly in connection with the
H t of anti-tank warfare, seeing action on several
£ ncluding Russia. He was captured during the last week
in April 1945, a few days Dbefore the Europesn war nded, and
arrived in EBngland with practically nothing apart from his

clothes, everything else having been 'liberated’ by his American
captors. Eventually he found himself in POW camp number 263 at
Leckhampton Court.

There were some 250 prisoners altogether, from all sections of
the German armed forces, includi ng a small number from the 5.
They were billeted in 20 ﬁ‘» sen huts - a few of the concret
bases can still be seen - and the English guards occupied rooms
in the Court, where the Ci& was Colonel Lamprey. Because he had
a good command of English Karl became 'Camp Leader'and it was
part of his daty to act as spokesman between the camp guards and
the German prisoners. Col.Lamprey freguently visited the ten or
so other nearby POW camps at Elkstone, Brockworth {where there
was a bakery}, and Northleach (& few POW's were housed in the old
prison}, and Karl used to accompany him.

The POW's were employed on local farms, and although

(T'}

N
o,

)

{

received no payment ‘Cr their services they had plastic
hich could be used in the camp canteen to obtain sm
On one occasion Karl was privately approached by ¥

who ran Vineries market garden in Kidnappers Lane,
with cutting and planting lettuces. Karl negotiated
an hour and received 17/6 when he § finished,
placed in a tin and carefully buried it near the wall by the side
of the church. But when he returned some time later his treasure
had vanished -~ somecne had obviocusly seen himi

Fraternisation was inlitially frowned upon, but sassed as time
went by. Karl recalled that one of the locse stones in the wall
of Collum End Farm, fronting on  to Church Road, was sometimes
vsed as a tWﬁnway ‘letter box' for village romances.

Eventually visits cutside the camp were permitted and the POW'
became a familiar sight in the town. The camp boassted its
orchestra, with instruments made by the priscners, a
occasions concerts were given in the Parish Hall, with Karl
acting as compere. One of the huts was used as a chapel and
local residents have recalled the beanti507 singing that was
heard from within. On at least one occasion they also performed

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



in the Town Hall, and memories of the singing of one of the POW's
who had been a pre-war professional has lingered to this day.

The long months of waiting were ended towards the end of 1947
when repatriation began and in 1948 the camp was closed; five of
those in the camp are believed to have stayed in FEngland and
married English girls. In 1955 Karl built his house in Charlton
Kings occupying 1/5 acre, with a loan of £50 from & coal
merchant named Jones, and today spends much of his leisure time
tending a truly immaculate garden.

Archie Kirkham, now living in Mead Road, had a small plot of
ground by the old rifle range behind what is now ‘cl4d
Farthing', adjoining the POW camp. He struck up & friendship with
one of the young POW's named Willi Smitke who was something
of a footballer and Archie sought permission from the camp CO to
take him out occasionally. Almost fifty years later they
still maintain contact, indeed in 1991 Willi (a keen Wimbledon
tennis fan) came over and stayed with Archie for a time.

Apart from the concrete bases, WO SO o g

little remains of the POW camp
at Leckbampton, although a
fountain made by the prisoners
may still be seen, not far from
the church boundary.

Jean Bendall has three fine
pencil sketches produced by
Kurt Tlzmann,an inmate from
the camp, one of which shows
this fountain in action.

No photographs have so far come
to light but it is hoped that
some might still be located in
private hands. A search through
copies of the post-war 'Echo’
would probably turn up several
references to the presence of
prisoners of war in the area.
Any surviving official records
are almost certainly held in the
Public Record Office at Kew.
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The two evening walks arranged for the summer months went ahead
despite uncertain weather conditions on both occasions.

About twenty hardy souls, led by Bruce Stait, turned up to
traverse a few of the many public footpaths in Leckhampton on
June 17th, starting from the car park by the church and heading
out via the 'lost road' behind the cottages in Farm Lane. The
light rain which fell at the start soon finished and the rest of
the walk was gquite pleasant. A stop was made at various points to
discuss old features of the parish and concluded after viewing
the new development of Leckhampton Farm which was almost
complete. Surprisingly, even though many of the walkers were
"locals' they found some of these field paths were unknown
territory.



walk on
ably cond

r and Ragged Staff Society'.
party had the misgfortunes to fal

July 15th wes arc : Ba : ; I
cted by two members of s of
r

;N

others he society, dressed in perio a
feasome early form of handgun but luckily there 0o
g Y

casualties. For anyone with an interest in the Wars of the Roses
this was an evening not too be missed, yet disappoi ntinogly only a
handful sttended.

Peter Smith has told us of the recent research he has done on the
North Gloucestershire Golf Course that used to exist on land
adjoining Crippets Lane. Apparently it was constructed sbout 1911
and continued in use until the early 1920°'s. A copy of the

Cheltenham Chronicle shows several photographs taken i
1914 when an exhibition match was held to celebrate the opening
of the 'reconstructed’ Golf Club house, now the home of asnother
a

r

of our members, the Braunholtz family. Peter intends to delve
bit deeper into the subiject and would welcome any furthe:
. P f 4

information.

ThkEk bbb hihrbh

The programme for the second season of the society has been
arranged and will be available shortly. One of the items that T
am sure members will find of interest is the talk on ddington

Lake by John Milner, on October 28th.

A little later Terry Moore-Scott will speak about L pton’s

archaeclogy, and in particular the excavations of the Moat that

took place exactly sixty vears ago, in the summer of 1933. The
; ;

sketch below shows the excellent model produced at the
property of Cheitenham Museum, which is to the scale i,
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Kidna : ~ferred to on some maps as Creenway 1 has
been a s0U much speculation © years, conit g oup
811 manner of cinating and scary but Mrquberi Moss,
well-known x-editor of the Brownie and Guide annuals who
has lived | ne fﬁr many years, speculstes that it deriv
its name from ancient art of napping —- workiong leather
ensur . Young goats or kids would be used to produ
50 garments. {Qhakﬂspcare s father w

a ~napping was done in this srea
years g

Tt is unlikely that any direct connection can be made but in the
1481 census returp for Leckhampton Benjamin Addiman, who 14 in
the cottage by Collum End Farm, gave his trade as ‘Wellum Binder:

unemployed’ .

FhkhhkhkhkhhTRAE

The guestion of the vee to which the met the pavement
by the 'Norwood' were put {see Smoke 51 continues to
occcupy our attention. Terry Moore-Scott has 1 looking into it
in more detail.

The Borough Planning Officer responded to his enguir
of the ares and although it does not show this partic
it does show the locstion of the weigh=bridge whic
road outside the present garden izrzwa%iur suppliers
In the sbsence of firm information I am still inc
view that these rails formed some part of the brewe
occupied the site, although the possibility of them b
the underground public toilets roof to support the gl

lights cannot be ruled out completely

khkhkhkETREAEFLA

11 meetings
sual donation

‘wions from the members for inclusion ip future editions
ke Signal” are always welcomed. Please send them to;
Bruce Stm»v; & Morunington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488

Contrit
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Next year will see the 100th anniversary of one of the most
reaching changes in Leckhampton, the selliing~off of ﬁn~@ of
Court Estate, thus ending centuries of feudal tradition in

village. It was following th sale that the building of
houses on the North side of Ch ?caﬁ took place; the sale
ied to the confrontation with ver public rights on the H

iteslf, and the subsequent riots.

In order to ensure the occasion is suitably recorded the L
are proposing to undertake a thorough surv ey based on the resul
of these changes and to publish = booklet of their finding
be on sale before the end 1994, All this will require a gre
deal of help from the members and will probably serve as a go
introduction to newcomers into researching the various records of
the period. (Unfortunately the County Record Cffice is currently
undergoing an extensive re- bul?d’ﬁa programme and will not be
available for research until early in January}.

The starting point is the saie catalogue and map of the Court
Estate (285 acres were sold in 24 lots) and ﬁﬁe subseguant
development of the various plots but there are a good many other
aspects of life in the Parish that must be addressed.

The members evening held on Nov.18th discussed this venture at
some length and the idea received universal approval. ESeveral
people lunteered to look into the local papers held in the
Public Library Reference Section in order to establish what
happened in Leckhampton around the period. Tom Hewlett t
to liaise with the volunteers in order to ensure that work on
this most important source was not duplicated.

o
O Wt e
Qo v O mow

It was stressed that although we are using 1894 as our cent i
date, it is inevitable that events that took place outside this
period will also feature in the booklet and i ested that
a thorough search up to at least 1900 would h .

hk kR kR
- report from
John Milner opened the new season in & most

interesting talk on this popular but little-know
Towards the end Gf the ;a t century several facto
developme of Liddington Lake Pleasure gardens, situated next to
the old uocwhamfban station, where clay pits left fr nt
brickworks had been a
At the turn of the ce
a, the cult of the

>
1tury much new housing was going up in the

are open~air was growing and the northern sicde
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reaéy provided with sever
ern side lacked amenities.
Naunton Park Public Recreation Cround and
ton private development) were o;ened and an entry
for the latter was Lwo pence, which included a trip on cne
rwo steam boats. The lake had an 132 ané ;?@ a2 boathouse
western end, and farther along the owner's house served
hments (non-alcoholic) at moderate charges. RBoats could be
né there were children's swings. n special ho Ezday~
etitive events were organised, cance races, clinm .
£ RN no] and the like, mainly for boys under 16. As the
water was répuyej to pe only three feet deep there was littlie
danger. On one Bank Holiday in 1894 a2 total of 1,700 turned up to
sample the delights of this new ven ure. The Pleasure Gardens
were generally open from lst Apr i1 until ist November but when
the lake froze over skating was available.

For reasons that are not entireiy clear the Gardens were put ug
for muction in 1912 but failed to reach the reserve price of
£750. Four or five years later Mr.James, & iocal butcher, bought
the site and while he lived in the house the lake was filled in.
John Milner showed several slides of the Gardens, mainly from
are post cards of the period, and copies of advertisements from
local paper 'The ﬁesseﬂgeve He concluded with colour slides
f the present day house, sitting in the middle of a commercial
development with little signs Of either Liddington Lake or the
. {According to a local tale a bomb fell in the grounds
the 1939-1945 war, causing the summer house to turn right
- editor). Altogether a most epjoyable evening, given to a
ty audience at our new venue, Church House. This has proved
more popular with our members than the Sue Ryder liome, and
hag attracted several newoomers.
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vie extend 2 warm welcome to the follow: new members:-

Eric Liwpson, Anne Haussherr, Margaxet Heaven, Rosemary Smart
penelope Hall, Valerie plinston, Pat Lawrence.

Rk kKK

in 1957 ckhampton Women's Institute, as part ol & national
competit rod stOfy of Leckhampton dating from about
1850 enti ‘Within Living Memory'. It was compiled by many
wemberz % Mollis Clark (Betty Jones' late mother) was its

r and editor.

Vﬁuu reading the following, which is
the complete work, please bear in mind t
forty years ago. Your editor has added comment

4ust a short section from
: it was written some
s thus [ 1.

SOCIAL LIFE IN LECKHAMPTON.

ds  show that most of the social activities of the period we
are covering took place in the school, nd in the words of the
then concerned, ‘we made our own fun'. There was also a room
orend Road that was used for Mpther s Meetings, and also as

. O e



a Reading Room and Libra to this effect remained on
the Dboards at the rail Leckhampton Road for many
years. This same room was t one time the headguarters for
the local scouts. The site day occupied by an slectricity

transformer.

One lady of over eighty, when asked what she did in her young
days for recreation replied, 'We went to Band of Ho ', and it is
reasonable to assume that recreation as we know it today was

unheard of in those éays‘

The Parish Hall, now by most of the local organisa
was built in 1897-1001 and was the outcome of much endeavour and
hard wo for those who planned and raised funds for its
construction. Its opening made social 1ife of all kin s i
Canon Proctor with Captain L.Sharpe started the Church Lads'
Brigade, and Captain L.W.Barnard and Mr. Arthur Jenkins the
scouts. The Girls Drill Club was begun by Miss C.S.Barnard and
Miss H.Bourne the sewing and knitting classes for G.F.S. members.
The rector, churchwardens and three others are the trustees and
over the years much voluntary work has been done to maintain the
hall, in order to keep the hire charge as nominal as possible.

The fine ornamental iron gates and the gas lamp above the door
were made by William Letheren, the owner of the Vulcan Ironworks
in St.Marks, at a cost of £34.10s. [Over the years the gates
to the Parish Hall have deteriorated and in 1992 they were
refurbished by Don Biddle]. Examples of other work from this firm
can  be secen locally, including a large chancel screen at All
Saints Church, entrance gates at Arle Court and St.Cregory's, and
the balusters of the staircase in the Town Hall.

One of the highlights oF the winter of 1909 was the first
Leckhampton pantomime, with a script entirely in rhyme by Mr. and
Miss Barnard, and complete with orchestral music. Many
productions followed and since the end of the oeﬁﬁnd World War
this form of entertainment has been revived by Leckhampton
Players. [Don and Veronica Riddle are leading 1 at present

r

and have records of the Players dating back to its beginning in
19477,
I earlier days, the small roow in the Parish Hall (now used

as a kitchen) was once a lending library, started by Miss Trye,
and continued by the misses Walker, Hicks, and Duckworth. With
the passing of time, the books became ©ld and too expensive to
replace and they were dor start a school library.
Among the organisations using the hall today are the Mo
Union, the Young Wives' Club, the Adult Badminton Club, W
Women's Institutes {(the first was formed in 1947, with a presen
membership of 175]) and a very well organised Welfare Centre. A
hut, once part of the prisoner of war camp at Leckhampton Court
was put in the grounds adjacent to the hall at the end of the
Second World War, for use by the Guides and Brownies and other
yvouth activities.
[The Parish H

as enn used for a great many purposes
during its life, 1 of which have been recorded. One little
known fact is ot made of it by the POW's at Leckhampton
Court, who formed an orchestra using instruments they had made
themselves and staged concerts there in the years just after the
Second World War].




buring the Second World War the hall was used as a Blood

Transfusion Centre, when many local donors contributed, and also

sewing and knitting parties were held to produce garments for

SAF Soldisrs, czilors and Airmens Families Ass ociation,
as 80 women were present.

team
903, Matches were
1y but on  April

record of the formation of the vill
and the cricket club followed in 1
s field at Leckhampton Court initial ¢
the playing field behind the scho ol was officially
sy Mr.C.H.Margrett, Mayor of th]teﬁhaT. in 1919 both the
cricket clubs amalgamated under the chalrmans ship of
sher and took the name by which it is known today,
eckhampton Sports Club'. Over the zsocial events
een arranged and in 1955 the club organisec fete, which
since Decpme an annua 1 event.

Working Men's p;ub had a rifle range, with also a ladies
team, taught by Mr.Robert Cotton, {The range was in a building at
the rear of the property now Xnown as *01d Farthing'l and during
the Second worlé War the local Home Guard practised on this
range, and were ‘ever ready’.

i
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Chairmans Message ~ John Randall

At a recent mesting of the committee it was decided to include a
regular column from the chairman -~ so here goes;

Zt hardly seems possible that more than 18 months have already
passed since we took the first tentative steps towards forming a
Local History Society and here we are, after a very successful

st season, with a guarterly newsletter firmly established and
flourishing membership. We have made contact with various other
societies and organisations and intend to increase their number
s by, hopefully to our mutual benefit.
ret is that we have not had more success in getting

£
a

as time oo
My one r

tE research groups working independently on a regular basis but
e aking into this problem and hope to Tave more news s00n.

srogramme for 1994 and 1995 1g under considerati and we
grateful for any subje o members could
Slease give it some serious i
have your suggestions. {1t maybe t
they themselves would he able
te, lasting perhaps
tly, as the festive season a
you a ﬁer;y Christmas and a Peacef

some membey

pyroaﬂnéc may I wish each one of
ful and Happy New |

ER R
50p donation to funds is made for attendance at al
to pay for hire of the hall. Members are encourage
Ltors and the usual donation of 50p is requested.
ibributions fyrom the mew“ers ‘or inclusion in future editions
of “"Smoke Signal” are always welcomed. Please send them to;
Bruce Stait, 8 Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488

npton TLH.S Annual suhscrintion: Tndividual L3 Joint [4.50
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Gur very first Christmas social, held on y
agreed to have been a great success, Hu 14 o
attended. Unfortunately, due to the clash of other or
having succumbed to the various ailments associa is
time of year, some members were prevented from i in

The excellent catering arrangements were in wls
of Daphne Wheeler (despite herself being by no he
day) and her willing band of helpers, all of whom cor ited to
the efficient and smooth running operation, with Roger Richards
coping ably as barman. A number of gquiz games, de a the
committee, taxed the guests and provoked much red
comment, and John Randall showed a pilot programme and
Now' slides of Leckhampton. It is hoped that this pleasan ial
ocrasion will be the forerunner of many in the society.

*k kk ok
WHAT'S IN A NAME 7 by Eric Miller
The technigue of studying placenames is an and
often little more than guesswork. This is of
settlements such as Leckbampton, which had axon
o] there is no surviving rec original

g 1 € name Leckhampton
an attempt to piece together the most

1 in the opinion of some experts.

Leckhampton is known to have been one of the habitations in the
Cheltenhawm Hundred as early as the mid-B entury, along with a
labourers® settlement at Charlton (Churi-ton, o014 English Ceorl-
tun) and a pig farm at Swindon {(Swinedown). Leckhampton would
have been the home farm (OF ham-tun) devoted mainly to growing
vegetables. These were not necessarily leeks {or onions)
exclusively, although we must bear in mind that the range of root
crops available to dwellers in the British Isles in those days
was much more restricted than today.

‘Leck' with this meaning is unusual in English The
only other ones T can find are Leckhampstead | and
Bucks) and corruptions of L on,
Latton, Leighton and Letto es,
including Leek {Staffs) its {1 ord
{Hants) 211 turn out o be deris re Laecc, or
'bog’, and are unrelated. R.C.Barnard in his is of

b

Leckhampton® {(1897) suggested the latter derivation and mean ng,
but more recent experts favour ‘leek', +the vegetable.
Samuel Rudder, in 'A new history of Gloucestershire' suggested

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



+hat he from Lech, meaning stone. However, this is a
flat in ‘cromliech', which is improbable as @
descrip o eckhampton Hill's escarpment, and the word is
Celtic ces not sit easily with the Saxon ‘hampton'.

The village's name has been spelt in a variety of ways;
Lechantone (in Domesday Book 10863, Leachampton, Laghampton,
Leihamptone, Leckanton, Lechanetone and Lekanton, although
Lekynton, Lechington and Lekington may also be found.

The last variations are of some interest. This alternative

i
spelling (presumably with the stress on the first syllable ?) was

in common use from at least the 13th century {1287 Leckinton
Manor) and an 1835 poster advertising the beating of the pounds
was headed ‘LECKHAMPTON, otherwise LACKINGTON'. Even in the 1920s
and 19

ad

10e that usage must have been current, as illustrated b
g B Y

s in the Parish Magazines. Rumpelstiltskin, the pantomime

of 1922, 'gladdened the hearts of +he folk of Lackington’. More
recently Mr. E.H.Parsons, & former headmaster of Leckhampton
School, on retiring in 1932 to Kingston-on-Thames, named his
house there ‘Leckington’.

T wonder if any of our present da readers can recall hearing

N
b:
or even using that form of our name ?

k kk koK

re interested in 'Within Living
Memory' - the Leckhampton W.I. history of 1957, a small part of
which was published in the last edition. Here is a further
sample; I repeat my earlier remark, please bear in mind that it
was written some forty years ago. Your editor has added comments
thus [ ]. As you will see it contains many references to 1894
which should prove most useful when we compile our own history
celebrating the centenary of the Court's sale.

readers of ‘Emo 5 we

o

focal Government Act was adopted in Leckhampton parish on
of February 1873 and in the following April the first

board was established, with the Rev.Canon Trye as chairman.

us to this time the authorities were the Badgeworth Highway
which included the parish of Leckhampton.

Lighting Inspectors were appointed in 1861, the parish
being lighted by gas in 1862. Every winter afternoon the
ighter, with his long stick and a top hat, would light each

returning the next morning to turn them out. The only form
hting prior to this was by ‘hurricane’ lamps, three being
cutside the church each Sunday. The question of providing
mps ised at a parish meeting in 1896 but because the
st would be an additional twelve shillings per lamp, the
dropped. Electricity first came to the village in 1912
s not until 1951 that Church Road was competely 1it Dby
yv. The cost of lighti 122 lamps on the Woodlands
cstate in 1956 was guoted as £7 per lamp per year.
The Leckhampton Sewer Authority was established in
whose direction the wain sewers were 1aid. The wate
r 20

e-piped in Leckbampton Lane {now Church Road) in 1



of  £15. :d water was perhaps
blessing 5. We are told that
cottages ng in the garden and

bath was kept from which the water was used for al
purposes, the kettle was always filled direct from

well-known spring and trough alsoc stood in the Old B
Cheltenham folk often filled a bottle to take home,

to be a certain cure for many ailments.

In 1894, the gift of a handsome drinking fountain was given by
Mr.Taunton for the use of horses, dogs, and humans, and erecte
at the end of Church Road, where it adjoins the main road. It wa
lighted the following year, the cost being defrayed voluntarily.
It is only in guite recent times that it has been removed. [Does
anyone have knowledge of its present whereabouts S

The first Parish Meeting (replacing the old vestry meetings)
was held on 4th December 1894 and Mr.G.B.Witts [ef Hill House]
was its first chairman. The Annual Meeting of 1897 recorded the
acreage of the parish as 1,298 with a net annual value of £4,032
made up as £2,021 agricultural land, £2011 buildings, and with an
assessable value of parish of £3,022. Over the years, until March
1920 when the first Parish Council were elected, the records show
that the number of parishioners who attended were quite
representative, and much interest was taken in the proceedings.

The question of building council properties in Leckhampton was
raised in 1920, but turned down because it was thought that the
increased rates necessary to do so would be too great. One man
who  was present said he would be willing to pay a shilling rate
to  ensure that 2 home could be provided for men returning from
the Armed Services, but it was not until 1951 - and then under
compulsory measures -~ that land was obtained to  build council
houses in Church Road [at The Close]. Other property at Warden
Hill and woodlands [alsc part of Leckhampton Parish - North]
be developed guite rapidly.

continues to

PARISH BOUNDARIES AND HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
It is no easy task to ex in the complicated differences
between the boundaries of the il and the ecclesiastical parish
of Leckhampton. A Thundred years ago the civil parish extended
much further than it does today. In 1893 & total of 294 acres
(rateable wvalue £4,071) was transferred to the Borough of
Cheltenham, followed by another iarge acreage at a later date. It
is this which makes it seem a divided village as the boundary
extends down the centre of Church Road and Leckhampton Road,
leaving the villasge without a school, post office or public

pla
civ
&

house. Yet in the northern part of the parish a very extensiv
housing estate at Warden Hill and the Woodlands Thas developed,
making a total number of persons on the voting register of over
1,700,

The church of St.Philips and St.James was buil® in 1840 and in
1869 a separate ecclesiastical district was assigned to that
church by the Commissioners. In 1884 the population of 58 Philip

and James was about 3,000 and Leckhampton 700.
Emmanuel Church was built in 1936 and one side of the 0l1d
Road extending to Pilford Road was in that parish, with it

L



vicarage in Leckhampton the railway station.

e Leckhampton Road as far as the Malvern Inn publ house,

£ficially opened in 1859 and christe 1ed wii% a bottle of
rilley Lane

gravel and at the side was a

ing Eazgmcter off the hill.

waes

wine. When it was extended above the Malvern Inn ¢
the road was treated with a speci
deep stoO

al

ne gulley, ta}

1004 members heard a fascinating talk
rrying in the Whittington area during the
separate guarries covered an aresa of
inked with an extensive roadway system

s

that o : iles. Most of us were well aware of
the many f o] i scattered about the Cotswolds but his
carefully researched description of underground mining for stone
veneath Cleeve Hill, illustrated with his own slides, was a
revelation and at times had us on the edge of cur seats.

kR RE R K

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:-
Mr.E.Armitage, Mr.and Mrs.L.Churchman, Mr.and Mrs.K.Flemons
Mr.M.Launchbury, Mrs.J.D.Warmingbam, Mr.and Mrs.M.Wood

*ERE kAL

Chairman ‘s Message - John Randall

WANTED - URGENTLY - A VOLUNTEFR
With an increased membership it is necessary to spread ou
jobs and tc this end we would appreciate someone who wi
willing to undertake the post of Programme Secretary. It is
particularly onerous task {(the 1994/1995 programme is alr
sorted out} and we can help anyone who lacks experience.

Our thanks to all of Tom Hewlett's willing team of researchers
who have made such an impact on the collection of information
relating to our proposed publication '1894'. A great deal has
peen forthcoming from the old newspapers and this 1s now being
colianted into what will be the first draft. It is inevitable that
those of us who have retired wiii be able to devote the most time
o the project; please don't worry if you, because of other
commitments, are not in a posiiL@ﬂ to give assistance at this
stage - no doubt your day will come

A date for your diary; GLOGC@S{@KS;Zgg Family History Society
Open Day, on Saturday April 30th &t the S5t.Philips and St.James
parish Centre, Suffolk Square. More details at our next meeting.

*okk Ak &
A 50p donation to funds 1s reguest ed for attendance at all
meetings, to pay for hire of the hall. {Members &re encouraged t
bring visitors and the usual donation of 50p is reguested).

fditor: Bruce Stait, 8 Mornington Srive! CHRLTENHAM. Tel:517488
Leckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription; Tndividual £3  Joint £4.50

I—



I NUMBER 7 JUNE 1994
e jon.8ec. Alison Merrett
- 17 Hall R4. Leckhampton
gv.sf Tel:~ 238085
B
Once exXpress our sincere thanks to the staff of the
Glo Office for making our visit on Feb.22nd so
enj items of interest were on display, including
the Leckhampton Court 1894 and some old maps of
the ticular interest (D2507/3) was the wartime
map owing the location of each bomb dropped in
the Second World War, with Leckhampton having a surprising

number. [The LHS has now acquired a copyl. Donald Biddle was a
little 1ad at the Parish School in Hall Road during this period.
Here are his recollections:

A FEW MEMORIES OF WARTIME LECKHAMPTON
Childhood memories of this period are a little blurred {not
surprising perhaps after the passage of 50 years) but against a
background of food rationing, clothes rationing, the blackout,
gasmasks, travel restrictions, and the shortage of almost every-
thing you could think of {including modern text books), life for
4 younyg person was still interesting - and at times ex iting.

Our parish was fortunate to escape serious damage by enemy

action, except for the direct hit on the Pilley railway idge on
the night of Dec.1l 1940 and the death of three people in a
bungalow in Maida Vale, a few hundred vards away. [Leckhampton
had po wilitary targets and these raids were probably mistakes?].

In another rsid, [possibly Oct.10 19407 & stick of 19 bombs
fell in an East-West direction closely following the railway
line that passed through Leckhampton. [Only two exploded, both on
Lilley Brook golf course]. One landed just behind the school,
another in the garden of No.25 Church Road opposite the Parish
Hall, and another two in Pilley Crescent, burrowing under the
foundations and leaving a large hole. Luckily, most of this stic
of bombs fell into fislds, indeed +the Church Road occupants were
unaware of their near miss until they awoke next morning,
although the regidents of Pille Crescent were taken to spend the
night in 2 school hall.

The next day, together with a group of excited village
youngsters I stood by an army lorry and watched while a sapper
from the Royal Engineers bomb disposal squad removed the
detonator and pulled cut a piece of paper on which was typed,
'Best wishes from Czechoslavakia'. Some brave soul, ocne of
itier's slave labourers, had interfered with the detonator,
aving many of our lives. The UXB were taken to the Crippetts and
¥ploded in the stream bed opposite the present pig farm, and
after it was all over the village lads examined the crater.

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



.t No.93 Church Road and my father and our
dug out a combined alr raid shelter for
ed with

ps and

in their back garden. It was well equip
boards, spades, blankets, hurricane ia
ned with rough pine boards. Both men were very

[
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9]
o
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v
i

s 3
ith their joint effort, and although we used it on a few

2

pleased w

occasi T think we were more concerned about the possibility of
the thing caving in, rather than the bombs or ack-ack
shells bursting in the skies above.

We were grateful for the shelter on the night of Nov.14/15 1940
when, in retaliation for an RAF rsid on Munich which had taken
place on Nov.8 the Tuftwaffe made a mass attack on Coventry. In a

g

.
raid that lasted for eleven hours, wave after wave of Germa
bombers came over Leckhampton from the Dorset coast and pounded
the city to rubble. I well remember standing outside the shelter
and gazing into the night sky, listening to the distinctive throb
of the enemy aeroplane engines, as the seemingly unending stream
passed overhead.

Despite wartime shortages, our childhood games went on as usual
and the focus for many of us, especially in the evening, was
und the war memorial, where hockey on roller skates was played
the road. The Sports Field, now part of the school playing
id was the location for ad hoc games of cricket or football.

e of the favourite pastimes for boys, was the building of
both flying and non-flying model aircraft. Austin Nicholls, whose
father ran the garage in the Leckhampton Road on the site of the
present Honda garage, was 2 few vears older then most of us, and
skill in aircraft construction was much superior. One evening
rought large five foot wingspan rubber-powered model to the
@ and we experimented with & simple dgevice slung under the
1
1

n
s
n
i

iel
e
i
s

age, which emitted smoke. Cireling above us, all went well

s spark set the whole thing alight. In the darkening sky
was guite spectular but it arcused some angry comments from
nervous neighbours who were worried about the blackout.

buring the war there were no fireworks but we created sonme
satisfactory explosions from dampened carbide inside Tate and
Lyle Golden Syrup tins. As tin sizes increased to alwost a foot
high these explosions reached megaton proportions, doors and
windows rattled and a strict embargo was slapped on any further
experiments by adults of the community.

The school was much smaller than the present, with dust siv
classes:two infants, run by Miss Hillman and Miss Isaacs, and the
juniors with Miss Hancock {first year;, Mr.Green (second year),

ies : {third vear) and Mr.Poulton headmaster (fourth
school, with its excellent and stable staff, provided
an important and disciplined education throughout the war years
and after, and I well remember the excitement when we found that
seven of us had passed for the Grawmar School in 1941, setting a
record for several years.

All the windows in the school were taped to reduce the dangers
of flying glass splinters, sandbags were in evidence, and buckets
filled with sand and water stood ready for use in the event of
fire. The canteen did a roaring trade, eking out our meagre
rations, although the Spam and greens probably did not reach
cordon bleu standards!

h
£
u
L
n




On the North side, where the present car park is los ed, were
the air raid shelters, large enough to accept all 160 plus
staff. During one particular raid, as w re being

led into the shelter, we could see a Cerman Heinkel 1 omber in
the distance, releasing its load of bombs. These 1 :d on the
Gloster Aircraft Company factory at Huccleccte, 1wy father
was superintendent of the Tool Room. Luckily, on ay of the
raid, he had been called away from the area a few minutes before
the bombs fell but he was very shaken when he came home that
night. Although he worked long hours at C he was also involved
in firewatching in the village, based at an cutbuilding in the

garden of the cottage by the war memorial, No.42

One y when I was cycling home from the Grammar School I found
myself getting ever closer to a barrage balloon and when reaching
Church Road it was right overhead. It had broken free of its
moorings near the GAC factory and had drifted towards Cheltenham
until reaching Leckhampton, where it was spotted by, among
others, Daphne Eeles, who was then only twelve. She grabbed the
trailing wire and secured it around the corner post of the Sports
Pavilion, where the runaway balloon stayved uptil the Army came to
take it home.

The use of the grounds and buildings of Leckhampton Court by
both German and Italian prisoners of war provided additional
interest in the village. The POWs spent much of their time in
creating small water gardens and miniature windmills around their
huts, or working at variocus farms in the area. They were
regularly marched to the sports field where, to a young teenager,
some very impressive games of football took place.

At an early stage of the war, scme evacuees from Birmi
the north-east were billeted in the village. They were
tough breed of inner city youth, but they didn't stay long and

ife soon returned to its normal rural character.

We followed the progress of the various battles th
taking place all over the globe with the aid of 1la
provided by the newspapers, such as the Daily Express, sti
in coloured flags to denocte the combatants. Leckhampton was
generally untouched world events but I remember looki
from the railway bridge on one occasion and seeing a GWR Castlie
scomotive hauling a train of ambulance coaches containing
wounded but cheering servicemen.

The Local Defence Volunteers, [the LDV, or ‘Look, Duck and
Vanish’] later the Home Guard, practiced on the school playground
and although their drill movements may have been a bit shaky {and
a source of some amusement to the lads watching) we were secretly
pleased thai,Leokhampten}xuiits own defence force, to e
Nazi hordes should they arrive.

gham and
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Amy Woolscott wishes to take issue with Eric Miller on his origin
of the name Leckhampton in our last ‘Smoke Signal’;

“May I beg to differ with Eric's view that 'lech {Celtic) does
not sit easily with hampton (Saxon)'.

Place names often show bilingual features due to t
newcomers adding their own name to that of the local,

oy
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common In
continulty
foreign in Saxon,
A good local exam i
Ei 52;209 CE ‘'dun = : : obunni C

* c means
were the newcomers).
ic) and don =
ti cetﬁ}ers
ied the Iron Age for n Bredon Hill, but the Saxon village
beneath the hill. This has a parallel at Leckhampton, also
Dobunnic Iron Age fort of similar size on a hill, which we
assume was identified as Leck {Llech = flat stone or rock -
as Samuel Rudder suggested. When Leckhampton fort was

he remains of dry-stone walls were found.

ervafloma iead me to suggest that it seems reasonable
mpton’s "’ace»nawe originated with Celtic reference to
abundant flat stones or rocks. [Please don't confuse
her facts - my mind is made up ~ or it was. Editor]
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cur forthcoming publication, 'Leckhampton 18%4°, is on target and
sh suld be available sometime in September.. Members have responded
th enthusiasm to the project, and very nearly all the text they
sgppizeﬁ has been transferred to floppy disk, ready for the
printer. At the moment it appears that the book will run to 64
pages with some two dozen '‘new' photos that have not appeared 1in
previcus bocks. It is hoped that it will sell for around £3 but
thisg is »ub]@c* to a final decision by the committee.

We are opening a members-only subscription list, at a discount
n the p&b;‘sheu price of 50p per copy, and asking for money to
e paid BEFORE the book is published. With only a limited print-
run we anticiyate that the book will soon be a sell-ocut, so make
ure of your copies now by adding your name to the list.

oo

924 T“{

Chairman’s Message - John Randall
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Gate of the AGM has been changed to Thursday October 6th.
e,

L
is one week later than that shown on your printed programnm
g0 please alter vour calendar accordingly.

A elcome is extended to the following new members:-
Vrs.M.Neleon, Mrs.M.Robinson, Mr.K.Pollock, Dr.A.RB.Wallis,
Mr.C.Cleal, Mr.M.Rigby
EEE B 2
A 50p donaticon to funds is reguested for atten ce at all
e to pay for hire of the hall. {Members are encouraged to

rs and the usual donation of 50p is reguested).

Contributions from the members for inclusion in future editions
of "Smoke Signal’ are always welcomed. Please send them to;

Bruce Stait, & Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488
Leckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription; Individual £3 Joint £4.50
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NUMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 1994

g 3%‘386
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- THE END OF AN ERA’

g 1 ; milestone for the society with the
blication of its first book, produced entirely by the members,
in a remarkably short time scale. We believe that it will be
i N
}

well-received by a1l who sre interested in the parish, and
members who have not already taken advant age of the special offer
of £2.50 recently notified may jae‘ have time to put their names
down to obtain copies at this price if they act quickly. Full-
price copies (£3.50) will be on sale at ocur future meetings.

ok ok ok ok

ROBERT CARY BARNARD by Rick Kedge

Robert Cary Barnard was born in
His working life was spent in my, reaching the rank of
Major in the 4ist Regiment before king early retirement in his
late 30s. He became an active member of the Archasclogical and

of a well-known local family.
r
s

Nature ZBcience Societies, taking t interest in the many
local and scientific and literary ies, and for many years
was the Honorary Becretary of the C tenhan brary, which he
helped to found and of which he ust He was a close

friend and neichbour of G.B.Witts, alsc a no

the
village, g & JP and chairwan of the parish

From 1863 he lived at 'Bartlo eckbampt 0 rge
impressive house that had been éesigneﬁ for him the
well-known local architect “.Niﬂéietor, who also for
the enlargement of Leckhampton Church. {(8adly, the original house
had to be demolished not many vears age because o idence and
was replaced by a modern residence.)

Barnard was a man of many i Love and
fascinati for Leckhampton rticles
entitled ' -essons on Botany ] parish
magazine, but he is perhaps best known for h staking
transcrigti@ns of the old Parish ?ecergs, his fin— eing the
subject of a series of lectures which were re ed in the
Parish Magazines of 1897 and later published i form of a
small book, 'The Records of Leckhampton’.

R.C.Barnard died at 'Bartlow’ on December 2%nd 1906 but no
mention of his burial appears in the parish records. Unusually
for Army Officers resident 1Ac;g7y, he was a L;berai Non-

conformist, and one of his anrg1v1nq relatives believes he was

cremated and his ashes scattered on the hill
* %k ok ok ok
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with the publication of our book co

can now ook forward to its next proje

"
o

article by Rick Kedge gives us an inkli a f it

A complete history of the parish 1is aim, but this, by
its ) is some W a meantime we are
consi io ghting a number of
Leckham & liingers, Bendalls
and in d he part they have

Ea

H
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he 1891 Census of Leckhampton, recently comy;;eé by a small
team of members, has already proved to be of immense value and
would be of still greater value if someone wou 1d be prepared to
spend time in further research on this subject. It would be most
useful if the differences between 'then and now' were recorded
{possibly by a ground sesarch to ascertain the changes) as we are
aware that many of the original names of the properties have
disappesred or changed.

At the same time it may be that someone can go th
census returns available in the Cheltenbam Library, d ti ing from
1841, in crder to ‘follow through' such changes each year, to see
how properties altered, and although it might appear a daunting
task we feel sure that a group of members would find it both
interesting and rewarding.

The possibility of tape-recording the memories of some of our

gh the six

older inhabitants is @;sg SOmGt%iﬁ that wee&s to be considered
urgently, as much local knowledge will disappear unless such
steps are taken.

ailed to notice the changes that
shops over the past few years, with
changing hands and some even closing

down compl
complete
shops as : possible, b
would be ful.

In t%is connection, who among us has a photo of
shop that stood for years just inside Moorend Road
weeks ago, and has now returned to its formey
dwelling. This is a classic example of
recording b + becomes too late.

s

trend seems likely to continue and a
ailing the history of each of th

ore any further changes take place,

We need Lo comi igst of ‘places that have dis
order to a mportant photographs that
from our rchiv ,ien on the list would be

Ladies Coliea%

=z

unable to help - must

are v somebody

album? Another vanished feature is the site of the old forge in
t

Norwood SBtreet, here a block of flats is now being built.
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The coach (1
was a very
members who
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he cor lunch.
Chavenage House, an Elizabetha
informative talk and the day was rounded ¢

2 whole day went
tions to Mrs.J.s

1

it will be

S0 far as
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ECKHAMPTON IN CAMBRIDGE by Eric Millier

It is something of a surprise to come across the name of
Leckhampton in the University of Cambridge, where the graduste
campus of Corpus Christi College is known as Leckhampton Hall. It
is a modern development centred around Leckhampton House, which
was built in 1880 by a Fellow of Trinity College, Frederick
William Henry Myers.

Myers had been a pupil at Cheltenham College from 18556 to 1859,
before going on to read Classics at Cambridge, and I am indebted
to the Secretary of the Cheltonian Society for wuch of the
following information.

Myers' precise connection with Leckhampton is not ¢
he entered Cheltenham College as a day boy, his wido
lived at an address in Blackheath, his father hav
clergyman in Keswick. Un ortunately, the College entry
not show his lodging, though it is reasonable to assu
lived in Leckhampton, or at least that he knew it well
he developed a fondness for the place and when he sett]

fe as a Don in Cambridge,
llage.

Myers is considered one of the mos
cf the Cld Cheltonians. An ocutstandi

essayist and one of carliest of E

Schools, he invented the word ‘telepatl or was
convinced there was satisfactory evidenc is to record
that a message he received through a medium warned him that he
would die in 1902, and he planned his work with reference to that
date. In fact he died of a heart attack in Rome in 1901.

There is a striking memorial to Myers in Cheltenham College
Chapel, executed in the workshops of H.H.Martyn. It includes a
bronze bust of Myers and the symbolic Tree of Life. At its foot
is a tiny mole, recalling the time when the sial dead mole
brought home to him as & child the awfu inal eath, and
set to him wonder if there was another ppily, in
the carving, the little mole is again ali nd busily

burrowing.

Sources; Prospectus
Chelt. College Regis

ot
-

for Corpus Christi College Cambridge:
ter 1841-1889: Cheltonian Soc.News 1987-1988
khkhkd Rk
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l es of maps produced by the Ordnance
11y appreciated that Dodwells in the
ts for all products and

h Superplan’ - large scale

igital form. i too complex to be dealt with in T

ignal® but a visit Dodwells is recommended should you be

rantin large ] map of th or any other area - but I
d n you that the service is not cheap.

kR AR

ummarise our second vear {(1993/1994) the simple
wge to mind is, 'a most successful year's The
in size, and membership now approaches the 100
amme was varied and well-appreciated, and not a
been involved in ‘Leckhampton 1894°.
apid growth in the Society's size and the sharply
cad has created various problems. When we began
only two yvears ago, we did not appreciate the difficulties that
arige from having the end of the Society Year co-incident
the AGM. The time to prepare and audit the accounts was too
, and we were unable to print the programme for the coming

5

until after the AGM, after the committee elections had taken

When asked Lo su
answer that spr
o

¥

We have therefore decided to propose that the Society Year
should commence on April lst instead of October lst. If adopted
the effect of this proposal will be that, for fipancial purposes
will be 2 six month period to March 3lst 1995 and the
cected as at October 1st 1994) will serve until the
will be in June 1995%5. The Programme Year will

W
b

e t un from September to June.
pro and the alterations to effect it, are detailed

Notice for the AGM, which will be held on

&k dkok K
STOP PRESS

.vailable 'at all good bocksellers’' and a few
g the Sue Ryder Home and the Post Ooffice.
ong before you get your copy &8 we feel sure
e snapped up before too longl

kEEkRK

A 50p donation to funds 1is requested for attendance at a1l
meetings, to pay for hire of the hall. {Members are encouraged to
bring visitors and the usual donation of 50p is reguested).
Contributions from the members for inclusion in future editions
of “Smoke Signal’ are always welcomed. Please send them tos

sruce Stait, &8 Mornington Drive, CHELTENHAM. Tel:517488
Leckhampton L.H.S.Annual subscription; Individual £3 Joint £4.50
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NUMBER 9 DECEMBER 1994

Hon. Sec. Alison Merrett
17 Hall Road, Leckhampton
Tel: 238088

THE CHATIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Since I last put pen to paper, we have had a rousing success in
publishing our first book "Leckhampton 1894 - The End of an Era®.
Such was that success that we had virtually ¥sold out¥ within
three weeks and a reprint was ordered. Even more satisfyving was
that such was the public demand, that that reprint was, in
effect, also *"sold out® within a few days and the Society now
only holds a small stock.

The Annual General Meeting was again well attended and, as hoped,
the Constitution was altered to change the Society Year from 1st
October to ist April, as from 1st April 1995%. This alteration
will help the committee with the running of the Society; it will
allow much more time to prepare the accounts before the ACM and
to prepare the Programme well before the next season starts in
the following September.

As most of you will now be aware, the Society has embarked on a
new publication, provisionally entitled "Leckhampton at War -
1939 =~ 1945%. This will call for much dedicated work by the
membership, in researching that period in the Press etc., but
alsc in collecting information from residents of Leckhampton,
and/or their relatives, who lived in the parish at the time.

Anecdotes, humorous or otherwise; reference to personal diaries;
information about gallantry awards; the problems of ordinary life
during those wartime years; all will help build up an overall
picture but, more important than anything else, will be any
photographs that we may be allowed to use for illustration
purposes.

.. Special forms have been drawn up, and if any of you can help, {and
we hope that as many of you as possible will take part), please
ring either myself (5279064) or Tom Hewlett (238617) and we will
deliver them to you.

As the festive season approaches, may I take this opportunity of
wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

John Randall

The National Monuments Record Centre, Alexander House, 19 Fleming
Way, Swindon (0793 414100) holds the public archive of the Royal
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England, and is
currently open to the public on one Saturday a month for a trial
period. The remaining dates are 17 Dec %4, 21 Jan and 18 Feb 95.

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



ENCH AVIATOR AT LECKHAMPTON, 1912

Among my collection of old postcards is one showing an early
asroplane on the ground surrounded by curious onlockers and
captioned "M. Salmet at Leckhampton®. [Unfortunately the card is
too dark to reproduce here. Ed.] This is the story of that
exciting event, as reported in the jocal press at the time. The
visit was part of a tour by the French aviator, sponsored by the
Daily Mail, to demonstrate and popularise flying, then in its
infancy, to people in this country, few of whom had seen an
aeroplane before.

Monsieur Saln visited Leckhampton on 25 July 1912, which
nappened to be exactly 3 years to the day after Bleriot first
flew across the channel. M. Salmet’s plane had been bullt by
Bleriot. Flying was more advanced in France than in England in
those early days.

fhe Cheltenham Chronicle reported it thus: ‘There was much
excitement on Thursday when M. Salmet flew To Cheltenham from
Gloucester on his way to Cirencester. Though he was not the
first airman to be seen locally, it was obvious that there were
many Cheltonians who had not vet seen an aeroplane. There were
others who were sufficiently excited over the new wonder of the
age to walt many hours looking anxiously westwards. There was a
rumour that the airman was coming at 2 ofclock, but as a matter
of fact he had no intention of leaving Gloucester until 4
ofclock, and a few minutes after that hour sharp-syed people
could see a dot in the sky which gquickly was seen to be moving
towards Cheltenham. This at length was clearly seen to be M.
Salmet in his monoplane. Those who were watching in the town
from housetops saw hi alignt in,the field Leckhampton-ways,
which had been reserved for him. Here a crowd of over 2000
people gave him a hearty welcome, led by the mayor (Mr C. H.
Margrett) who was the first to speak to him as he cane to earth.
About 8 ofclock thers was 2 rumbling noise heard as of a
threshing machine, and people came tumbling out of their houses,
for they know now that that sound means an aeroplane engine
overhead. M. Salmet was making a round of the town prior to his
departure for Cirencester.’

another report, in the Gloucestershire Echo, was much the same
but gave some further details in that the flight from Gloucester
{the Portham) ‘was not altogether uneventful, for the alrman was
hampered considerably by a strong wind which blew in gusts, and
/shich necessitated extreme care. However, the Journey was
accomplished without accident at an average neight of about 400
feat.’ The Echo alsc reported that the I

i

2!

landing site was
nowland’s Field at Pilley. This is believed to have been located
Wt robably where Hillary Road and

The Gloucestershire Graphic, the picture supplement to the
chronicle, carried no photographs of the landing at Leckhampton,
put it did have a rather nice picture of M. Salmet posing with
hisz plane in the grounds of The Abbey, Cirencester, his

destination after leaving Leckhampton.

Alan Gill
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THE FLYING MAN IN CIRENCESTER.
SALMBETHE DATLY ML PLYING MAN. ALIGHTED 1IN CIRENCE<TEL 0N FNE  CARNIVAL
HE S HEERED SEEN WETIL MASTER ERIC DUGDALE AND CAT. AND Miis, GOLRDON DUGDALE
APREN, CIRENCESVER. IN WHOSE GROUNDS 0E ALIGHTED. BIs PLERIOF MONOPLANE 15 FEHIND

LECKHAMPTON PERSONALITIES PAST AND PRESENT

Once again we are pleased to publish a further chapter from
‘Within Living Memory’ - the Leckhampton W.I. history of 1957.
Please bear in mind that it was written some forty years ago.

DOCTOR EDWARD WILSON, who perished with Scott at the South Pole,
spent much of his boyhood in the woods and fields of the
Crippetts and the surrounding fields, studying nature. he even
slept out in the open, ‘training his eyes to mark the habits of
every little wild thing, in wood and wold’. His success as a
naturalist and artist developed from these youthful beginnings,
and this fine man was one of whom we might well be proud.

DOCTOR COTTLE. There was no resident doctor in the last century,
but Doctor Cottle came from Cheltenham to a cottage opposite the
school every two weeks, meeting and administering to his
patients in the kitchen. He was a striking character, handsome
and tall, with a large aquiline nose and a magnificent white
beard. He did his rounds in a light four-wheeled Norwegian
carriage, drawn by two ponies, also from Norway. He married a
girl who was also the love of another doctor, but even so they
remained firm friends. Dr. Cottle died in 1398.

DOCTOR JANET SALSBURY played the church organ and had the
distinction of winning the Degree of Music at Durham University,
being the first woman to achieve this honour. At that time there
Jas only one other woman in the whole of England who held a music

“degree. A Janet Salsbury Cup 1is competed for in the choir

section of the Cheltenham Music Festival each year.

MISS WEBSTER, a kindly lady, was an invalid in a Bath chair, and
used to be taken to school where the children would sing ‘Flag of
Britain proudly waving over many distant seas’ and other of her
favourite songs, while she held a small flag in her crippled
hands. The children were rewarded with little packets of
chocolates, and when she died she left a small legacy to plant
daffodils which now flower with such profusion in our parish
churchyard.

GEORGE BARRATT and CHARLIE BURFORD were employed as dry-stone
wallers in the early part of the 20th century. Burford helped to
erect the wall when the churchyard was extended.

3
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CEORGE BUBB was a hedger and ditcher, and had the ability to
whistle and attract bull finches to him while he worked in the
fislds.

YTOTOR BRUNSDON is a cabinet maker whose work can be seen in many
parts of our church. He has made wmany pieces of lovely
furniture, including more than twenty stools for all his
grandchildren and others.

AUSTIN V NICHOLLS submitted a beautiful wrought iron panel in a
recent exhibition., The design, incorporating roses, petals and
a scroll was copied from the door of a nouse in Leckhampton Road.
tts central theme was a spider’s web, with an insect hovering on
one side. He is a garage mechanic, only using the ordinary
combustion stove to heat his metal for shaping, and worked
without a proper anvil. [The screen was exhipited in Cheltenhan
Town Hall in 1950, and is still in Mr Nicholl’s possession, He
jeft the village in 1958 and, after some years, settlied in Lower
swell, where he owns the old forge dating from 1854. Ed. ]

Among the other characters from those early vyears who were
regular callers in the village were the knife-grinder, seldon
ssen nowadays, and the man who scld ‘dripping cakes’ who strode
down the road calling out his wares.

THE NEW SEASON

We ewtend a warm welcome to the following new members:-—
My Jonathan Bryant, Mr Jack Bubb, Mr D M Denison, Mrs ¥
Dobie, Mr T Enoch, Mrs J Field, Mr P 5 Gunn, Mr Trevor Holt,
Mr Nigel & Mrs Elsie Hunt, Mr R Launchbury, Mr P Palmer, Mr
© Richardson, Mrs B Smith and Miss E Yates.

The season got off to an excellent start with a fascinating talk

py Eve Andrew, an historical geographer and author of
‘Leckhampton Through The Ages’, on the old buildings, fields and
paths around Leckhampton. Her photographs clearly showed how

much evidence remains of the medieval pattern of the Parish.

A HARD ACT TO FOLLOW

1v indebted to Bruce Stait for ail his hard work as
irst editor of ‘Smoke Signal’ and of ‘Leckhampton 18947; it
is 7 surprising that he feels the need to take things easier.
Most of the material in this issue was commicsioned by him, so
please keep the contributions flowing. Copy for the March 985
jssue should be submitted by the February meeting, or may be left
at 28 Church Road. I have been asked to put in a special plea
for more helpers to Jjoin the team making extracts from the
newspapers of 1939-45. If you can help, please contact Alan Gill
on 519248,

W
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Finally, a reminder that on 12 January {(not the 20th as printed
in the programme) we are to hear a talk on the National Waterways
Museum by Tony Condor, and on 16 February pavid Aldred will speak
sn Lost Villages of the Cotswolds. As always visitors and
prospective members are very welcome at our meetings. The annual
subscription is £3 (individual) or £4.50 {joint)y, and a 50p
donation is requested at each meeting attended.

Roger Richards
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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Since my last ’‘message’ Christmas has come and gone; we have
had another excellent ‘Social’, which was well appreciated by all
who attended; and we have had very well attended meetings to hear
two very good talks, notes of which are to be found below.

Work on our new publication is golng well. We have received
a number of contributions to be included, and research is
continuing into the period, particularly in the local Press and
collecting information from residents of Leckhampton. However,
we do regulire more information of all sorts, particularly
interviews with fold’ residents of the village, and photographs.
If any of you can help, please get in touch.

In addition, the Committee hasg received an offer from Daphne
Wheeler’s daughter to edit the book for us, and we were very
happy to accept that generous offer.

John Randall

NATIONAL WATERWAYS MUSEUM

The speaker at our January meeting was Tony Condor, who was
instrumental in securing a place for the mussum in what had been
grain warehouses when the Gloucester docks were restored and
redeveloped commencing in 1985 at a cost of £3% million. The
high cost was due to the neglected state of the buildings, which
are listed, and the need to strengthen them to house heavy
exhibits and to comply with fire and safety regulations.

i

He has a staff of 36 and a budget of £% million to run th
pusiness, maintain the contents and acquire new exhibits. BSadly,
“much material from the Victorian era has not survived. Wherever
possible items are displayed in working order with consequent
wear and tear and difficulty in obtaining spare parts. For
example the Smithy’s bellows need a special leather and fish oil,
and the two shire horses need shoeing every two months at a cost
of £70 a set. The original railway lines and turntable have been
kept to assist in the movement of exhibits.

Among the major items is a fully restored steam crane which
had been used in a Leeds scrap vard from 1880 to 1833, a concrete
barge rescued from Sharpness docks in 1870, a 1960 pleasure
cruiser and a restored icebreaker resting on a railway wagon.

The museum’s main aim is to keep history alive, particularly
for the younger generation. Some 16-17,000 school children visit
every year.

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY



LOST VILLAGES OF THE COTSWOLDS

The talk at our February meeting was give by David Aldred,
who has made a detalled study on behalf of Bristol University of
deserted medieval settlements in the Winchcombe area. He has
identified 32 settlements which have either partially or totally
disappeared, or were in a different position from the modern
village of the same nane. In some cases the name has been
preserved in that of a farm, as in Roel Farm near Hawling or
Wontley Farm on Cleeve Hill. Hawling itself is half its former
size and Guiting Power has shifted its position. There used to
be an Upper Gotherington in the area of the present Hanor Farm,
which was a slave settlement.

The climax of settlement was reached in the pericd 1310-20,
before the onset of the Black Death in which over one third of
the population died. From 1500 enclosure of the land for sheep
farming displaced some villagers, but in many cases the
settlements in question had already been abandoned. Another
factor was ‘emparkment’, such as occurred at Sudeley, which had
16 families in 12327 and which disappeared when the Castle was
built in 1442.

There 1s documentary evidence for former settlements, some of
which can no longer be identified on the ground. Traces of
habitation can often be seen surrounded by the ridge and furrow
remains of medieval cultivation. An aerial photograph of Great
Stretton in Leicestershire graphically illustrated this point.
Settlements were often quite small, with several to a parish.
The wvillage/parish was a later development. Since the
dissolution of the monasteries in 1540 the pattern of the
countryside has remained relatively unchanged, except of course
where urbanisation has taken place.

THE LECKHAMPTON PLAYERS

Prior to the founding of the Leckhampton Players in 1947
there appears to have been no official dramatic society in the
village, although the Leckhampton Company of the Church Lads
Brigade and the Girl’s Club was staging pantomime as far back as
1910 in the Parish Hall. fter the Second World War interest in
amateur dramatics was renewed and the inaugural meeting of the
Leckhampton Players was held at Leckhampton School on Friday,
17th January 1947. A committee of 9 members was elected under
the chalrmanship of the Rector, the Revd. E.W.B. Ceréingréig with
Mrs Poulton, wife of the Headmaster, as secretary. N

The first production toock the form of a revue with songs
based on Irish and London scenes, together with two short one act

plays. Seating was provided for 120 with prices at 3/-, 2/6 and
1/6, and a ‘very satisfactory’ profit of £9. 8. sxd. This
encouraged the committee to produce a pantomime, Dick

Whittington, in January 1948, and follow it up with a 3 Act play,
‘Laburnum Grove’, in April. This set a pattern for the next ten
vears of pantomime in January/February and plays in October, with
the exception of a Variety show in 1950. Other early productions
included well-known favourites such as ‘Arsenic and 0ld Lace’,
‘Badger’s Green’ and “The Ghost Train’. At the beginning the
plays made a loss, but they were well supported by the ever
popular pantomimes.
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improve both stage and hall conditions and by April 1955 the
trustees agreed to have the necessary work carried out. Thanks
to increases in revenue and good working relations with the hall
management committee investment in essential lighting and sound
equipment was initlated early on. Today productions are 1it with
the aid of a remote mopile control panel from the back of the
hall. The purchase and building of stage scenery and the
provision of curtains, ladders, stage floor covering, new seating
eto, together with maintenance and decoration, has taken place
with the assistance of volunteer work parties.

Despite successful pantomimes in 1956/57 the financial
position was still weak, so it was decided to stage a review
“April Antics’ in 1958, whose large cast might bring in a larger
audience. This experiment proved successful and the revue was
well received by the public, but there was a plea not to drop
plays altogether, though in the event no play was put on for the
next three years.

In June 1963 it was decided to stage three productions per
year; an autumn play, a pantomime in the new vear and a spring
revue. This format has continued to the present day, except
that, since 1984, the revues have given way to a highly
successful series of ©ld time music halls. By the late 1960°%s
the increasing fame of the Society led to a new development,
cabaret performances to various c¢lubs and institutions and

private parties. Such activities still continue.

1968 saw the Players’ 21st anniversary celebrated by the
revue ‘Anniversary ‘Appenings’ and a special party, and also saw
the Society’s first venture into the One Act Competitive Play
Festival with A.A. Milne’s "Man in a Bowler Hat’. This received
a very favourable adjudication, and the cast felt that they had
learned much from this production and from the demands of
competition in front of an ‘alien’ audience. Further involvement
in competitive work did not occur in until 1981, when the black
comedy ‘As Good As New’ was entered. Again this was a valuable
exercise in assessing the Player’s performance against other
amateur companies in the county. However, three productions a
year, the inevitable c¢lash of rehearsal times and the
availlability of performers has meant that no further competitions
have been entered.

In 1971 Norman Wisdom agreed to be Honorary Patron of the
Society, and a Patron’s scheme, started in 1988, is now well
supported. The Society celebrated its Silver Jubilee with a
buffet dance and a special revue, and its 40th anniversary with
a party and old time music hall.

During its 48 years the company has been well served by long=-
standing members, both as performers and behind the scenes.
These were recognised by the presentation of Long Service awards
in 1993 and 1994 to the following:

35+ years - Mr P Brooker

30+ years - Mrs V Biddle, Mrs C Brooker, Mrs T Peacey

25+ years - Mr D Biddle, Mr E Tyler, Miss L Humphries

20+ years - Mrs J Brown, Mrs J Kean, Mre S Wood, Mr K Peacey.

Don Biddle

Lad
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As this is our 10th issue I thought it would be helpful Lo
provide an INDEX to Smoke Signal so far. purely administrative
matters have been onmitted. References are to Number/Page.
Copies of back numbers may be obtained at monthly meetings {(or
from John Randall) € 20p each or £1-60 for the previous 9 issues.

Air photographs Z2/1
Barnard, Robert Cary 474, 8/1
sradshaw’s Raillway Guide 371
Census, research 8/2
Chiurches: 5t Peter 3/4

St Philip & St James 5/3

Emmanuel 5/3
Cotswold Underground 6/4
Cotswolds, lost villages 10/2
Fields and Paths 472, /4
French Aviator at Leckhampton 9/2
Glos Record Office 3/2
Golf Course 4/3
Hill Stores 273
Kidnapper’s Lane, origin of name 4/4
Leckhampton, origin of nanme 5/1, 773
Leckhampton Hall, Cambridge 8/3

Leckhampton in Norman Times 1/2, 272
Leckhampton Personalities 2/4, 3/3, 9/3
Leckhampton Players 3/3, 5/3, 10/2
Leckhampton School 772
Liddington Lake 5/1
Local Government 6/2
Local History for Beginners 2/1
Maps 3/2, 8/4
Moat, excavation of 4/3
National Monuments Record Centre, Swindon 9/
National Waterways Museum 1671
Norwood rails 2/4, 474
rarish boundaries 6/3
parish Hall 5/3
Photographer (F A Webley) 3/3
Post Cards 1/1, 3/3
POW canmp 473, 773
Rifle range 4/2, 5/4
Sports Club (Football & Cricket) 574
Tewkesbury, guided walk 4/3
Wartime memoriss 7/
Wi History {1957} 5/2, 6/2, 9/3

we are grateful to Don Biddle for the very informative
article on the Leckhampton Players, which is from an early draft
of a history of the Players to be published in connection with
their 50th anniversary in 1997. Who can offer something egually
good for the next issue of Smoke signal? Copy for the June 85
issue should be submitted by the May meeting, or may be left at
28 Church Road. As always visitors and prospective members are
very welcome at our meetings. The annual subscription is £3
{individual} or £4.50 (Jjoint), and & 50p donation is reguested at
each meeting attended.

Roger Richards



