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EDITORIAL
|. Welcone to this Bulletin

Wel come to Leckhampton Local Hi story Soci ety
qguarterly newslettersmoke Signalthere is room only for short articles and notes. Here our
contributors have had the opportunity to develogirttheme at greater length, accompanied by
illustrations in a larger format.

deckhampton in a Nutshell & sets the scene.
or unique about the village and | hope it also demonstrates why Leckimim@o p a st IS
investigating and chronicling, as a means of

There follows an article on the pleasure grounds at Liddington Lake, which for a quarter of a
century delighted crowds from miles around. Barely a trace orameof it remains, and John
Milner has performed an important service in unearthing the evidence. Many townspeople will
know him as a popular lecturer on the history of Cheltenham and its surroundings. He is also a
supportive member of the Society, and ave pleased to print one of his rare articles, written at
our special invitationAt t he Soci etybds recommendation, bac
in the area, John has been chosen to receive
work in the historical field.

Ot her forms of amusement were taking over a
account of the early days of flying deal s wi
which just before the First WorldWarcew cr owds of spectators to 1

To complete the ©picture, two compl ementary
physical layout, from the pattern of its medieval fields to its presaytsystem of roads. The



ownership and usef the land are comprehensively described by Terry M&oat and some of

the historical names of the fields and their
evolution of Leckhamptonds street n a stigate. At
some local myths: correcting false impressions of the past can be as important as presenting new
infomation.

Leckhampt onos hi ghways and byways may now
Chel tenhamods, and i ts r emaidevelapgrs, but theredssstillmra y b
air of individuality about the village, which this bulletin aims to portray. We hope that it has
succeeded and that enough interest will be shown to justify the compilation of a second such
bulletin in due course. (To whgbur appetites, articles are planned on the Leckhampton Golf
Club and on Leckhamptond6s brickworks and pott

' 1. Chronicling Leckhamptonds History

Leckhampton has been well served by past and present historians. The local worthy Robert Cary
Barnard st a fine example in 1897 with higecords of Leckhamptolt chronicles the evolution

of the village from the Domesday onwards, and gives a particularly detailed description of the
parish recordsA Souvenir of Leckhampton Couedited by Sydney Harrisan 1919, paints an
intimate picture of the Red Cross Hospital which was housed there during the First World War.
Both books are rare, but secemand copies may occasionally be found.

More recently, the L e clkebtkhampidnthe SohyoOmnoervilege | ns t |
Within Living Memory, 18501957 produced for private circulation, is a valuable source of local
traditi on.Oldheckhangtodiescoblesitise rise and fall of the Leckhampton Quarries
and the associated tramways and alsosgare excellent summary of the disputes over access to
the hill. In Leckhampton through the Agdsve Andrew and Canon Eric Brewin give a concise
yet comprehensive survey of the evolution of the village from prehistoric times to the present
day, with chaptes on the church and court and the families of the lords of the manor. Your
e d i tHestord of Leckhampton Churaovers the building, furnishings, stained glass, the bells,
the organ, memorials, parish records, and much more besides.

The Local HistorySoci et y 6 s f i1894-the pnd bflan Ergnow ocutnof print),
describes the sale of Leckhampton Court and its lands in that year and presents a portrait of the
village as it was then. It was edited by the late Bruce Stait, who first propaséariation of
the Local Hi st ory Soci etLgckhamptonu Yesteeyebbased oo s s e
information taken from parish magazines, describes aspects of village life from the turn of the
century to the beginning of the Second World War: entertants and the growth of local
societies, the building of the parish hall and the new school, celebrations of peace and war, and
much additional information on church activities.

Most recently, in 1998, the Society brought batkhampton in the Second NdoWar, based
in large part on the recollection of numerous present and previous inhabitants, but also using
important and hitherto unpublished documentary material and some 50 rare photographs. The
chapters on the air raids over Leckhampton and on th& B@mp have attracted particular
attention, but the descriptions of aspects of everyday life have a general appeal: civil defence and
the Home Guard, air raid precautions, fivatching and the blackout, the arrival of evacuees, the
effects of rationing,hte response of schools and churches, and attempts to maintain some kind of
social life.

The Society has collected some 400 historic photographs of the area, as well as a number of
prints and engravings, and its next venture is planned to be the publiciticelection of these,
with appropriate commentary. If any reader feels able to fill a possible gap, please get in touch
with Alan Gill (tel 519248).



LECKHAMPTON IN A NUTSHELL
By Eric Miller

What is it about Leckhampton that makes it more than just an extension of Cheltenham? For a
start, the AngleéS a x o n name and i ts ' i sting i n the Do
identity. Today the following are visible charactéds of a village which for most for its
existence has been not only physically separate from Cheltenham but also independent in
outlook:

St Peterds chu$tchPhilip & St Jamesds church
Leckhampton Court the remains of the Moat

a few thatched cottage some stonduilt farm houses

Leckhampton Hill the Devil 6s Chimney and quarr.y
the Village Hall the war memorial

the Parish Reading Room the Delancey Hospital

the O0hor sebs ¢gTowerlkodge
In addition, there are some places that hdisappeared completely:

the parish pound the mineral tramroad

the passenger trams the railway and the station

the Pilford brickworks the pottery in Charlton Lane

the caravan factories the village well

the drinking fountain the Ladi est@ru@ol | ege Sana

Liddington Lake Pleasure Ground

Most of these will be dealt with in the following paragraphs, while some are covered in the other
articles.

The name Leckhampton was first recorded in the 9th century, when the settlement was the
home farm for theayal manor of Cheltenham. The word is now generally considered to mean
6homestead where |l eeks (ie any kind of veget
thrives on the fine alluvial soil of the valley, while traces of earlier ploughing cameatithade
out in the ridge and furrow patterns on the lower slopes of the hill, now used for grazing.

The medieval village was close to both court and church. That earlier layout is indicated by a
row of 17thcentury thatched cottage® Mo at Coe¢lt dg€@o Ot &dFed and O She
These probably follow the line of an old track and lie at right angles to Collum Street (now
Church Road), where there are or were a few other thfinlered cottages, including the-so
called 6Cromwel IdinC92.t aged, demol i she

The historic parish, both civil and ecclesiastical, was comparatively large and (as shown on the
map overleaf) extended from the prehistoric camp on the hill top down as far as WarderoHill
t he same as t oday 0 s stadistid. it was aparsety inlvabited untiheartyim t h ¢
the 19th century and its land was largely devoted to agricultural use. Such industry as existed
occurred on the periphery, and some artisan dwellings near the top of Old Bath Road and in
Pilley housedguarrymen and brickmakers. In general it was not until the toidate 19th
century that new housing began to spread up the hill from the Norwood Arms, in addition to a
few scattered villas occupied by the gentry.

In the Domesday Survey of 1086 two maabestates (at least) were listed under the heading of
Leckhampton. One was probably centred on an island surrounded by a moat. Some of the latter is
still recognisable, though much overgrown with trees, beside the rectory; older
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inhabitants recall beg able to skate on its frozen surface! When the moat was excavated in
1933, traces of a stone building were uncovered, with access by a bridge and a fortified gateway
dating from probably the 14th century. Some i&thtury floor tiles were also found. tea the
building evidently fell into disuse, and an 1&tntury map shows trees growing on the site. A
new manor house was built behind the present rectory, serving as a farmhouse until early in the
19th century. This was eventually demolished, some duofpnettles betraying its former
location until these were ploughed over in the 1980s. The moat itself may have much older
origins and is comparable to numerous other sites to be found at the foot of the Cotswold
escarpment.

Leckhampton Moat, by E JuBrow, 1916

The other manor, whose administrative centre will have been on the site of Leckhampton
Court, was more powerful, and in due course absorbed thaminstioned estate. The Court
itself, one of the oldest nemeligious buildings in the countyas saved from dereliction 20 years
ago and very sympathetically restored by the Sue Ryder Foundation. The oldest part,-the 14th
century banqueting hall on the east side, has now been converted into a chapel. The south wing,
with its halftimbering, is Tuor-t he dat e 6158206 i sasisctheseciahatover
the end of the north wing, with its twisted brick chimneys. In 1732 a fire destroyed the central
part of north wing, which at first was partly filled in by ast®rey Georgian house (see
illustrations overleaf). This was demolished at the end of the 19th century and replaced by the
north wing, whose O0Tudo-bymamvséedrondChirchRaadl e i s whe

From the early 14th century onwards the title to the manor of Leckhamnn@srheld for
nearly 600 years by a succession of three interrelated families: the Giffards, Norwoods, and
Tryes. All produced men of distinction as well as benefactors to the local community. Sir John
Giffard, d. 1330, was the first builder of the Coumnd of the church, where he and his wife are
commemorated by carved effigies. When Eleanor Giffard married John Norwood in 1486 the
tenure passed to the Norwoods. The ddgthtury William Norwood (whose portrait hangs in
Cheltenham Art Gallery) was probghthe most distinguished. He was MP for Gloucester, and
Lord of the Manor of Cheltenham through his marriage to Elizabeth Lygon, to whom he
dedicated a fine memorial brass in the church. It also shows their two daughters and nine sons,
two of whom emigrate to help found the colony of Virginia.
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Leckhampton Court as i tColleation of GlouckstetsiBire AnSqaitles e | Lysons
and 1863 Histvry of @lzelitedhsain

Williamds grandson, the swashraic kiln nRe pysy@d |
was imprisoned by Cromwell and then exiled to the colonies. After the restoration of the
monarchy he was Acting Governor of Dunkirk when the English garrison was forced to evacuate
the town in 1661. He was appointed Treasurer o§i¥ia and brought to King Charles Il the
news of the surrender by the Dutch of New Amsterdam (now New York). Back in England, he
became Mayor of Gloucester and its MP. Before his death in 1689, he gave money for five bells
in Leckhampton Church, cast by fn Rudhall of Gloucester. There are many distinguished
descendants of the Norwoods living today in the USA, several of whom have made a
O6pilgrimaged back to Leckhampton.

At the end of the 18th century the estate passed by marriage to Charles BrandeRS.rife
was Senior Surgeon at Gloucester Infirmary and encouraged his friend Edward Jenner in his
vaccination experiments. He also appreciated the commercial benefits of the stone quarries on his
estate. The quarries were served by what were probablysheailways in Gloucestershire. One
of the upper tracks passed bet we-ampillatoiteardez s c a r |
rock, left by quarrymen and later strengthened; little did they know that it was to become one of
Chel t en ha wéanblams!Tthé locat History Society has also come to use it as its
0t rrmarek 6 . )

This horsedrawn railway followed a route along what is now Daisybank Road. It is still
possible to trace its continuation as it curves down behind Hill House and thieH&daand the
cluster of light industrial buildings that occupy the site of a former syan@ and stables (and
where the Cheltenham Caravan Companyds factor
Among the undergrowth there remain a few sleepghich supported short lengths of casn
rail. By 1811 the railway was linked up to the line which carried freight between Cheltenham and
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Gloucester docks. (This line is not to be confused with the passenger trams which ran to the foot
of Leckhampton HI during the early 20th century.)

The Trye familyds fortunes relied heavily o
declined in the 1880s, and in 1894 it was decided to sell off the estate by auction. This was
effectively the end of the old der for Leckhampton, whose status was in any case being eroded:
in the previous year a large area in the nedht of the parish had been incorporated into
Cheltenham Borough.

The hill and quarries were bought by Henry J Dale (of Dale, Forty the muwdier)dand the
Court estate was bought by the agents for Captain Bennett, who soon after sold it on to John
Hargreaves, a descendant of the inventor of the Spinning Jenny. John Hargreaves built the north
wing extension to the Csotuerrti e(ssbe eo nalpsaog ed Ldec)k.h ¢

John Hargreavesds daughter Muri el married C
was involved, and the occasion offered an opportunity for generous hospitality. The Revd
Clifford Aston performed the wedding ceremony at theads Chapel at Wellington Barracks,
and the villagers contributed to a wedding present. To mark their homecoming from honeymoon,
the couple treated 300 of the older inhabitants of the village to a dinner in the school, followed by
dancing in the ParishHaone of many gestures of hospital:]
graved in a field above the Court i's a memo
favourite hunter O0The Continental 6, which die

During the 20th century the Couras fulfilled a variety of réles. In the First World War it
housed a Red Cross Hospital with 100 beds for wounded soldiers. In the Second World War
barrack huts were built in its grounds (and the foundations of some of them can still be made
out). These wre occupied at first by British troops and later by the US, prior to tB&yp
landings. After the end of war in Europe, German PriseoeWar were billeted there, the last of
them not leaving until 1948. They mostly worked on farms in the area bdtUider a fairly
relaxed régime and enjoyed hospitality from local families. Several inmates married local girls,
some deciding to live in the area, and to this day a few even return from Germany to revisit the
site.

Af ter Mr s EI| we s 0 sourtdnas lioight bynDr BRa@il5S&underk, avho Can a
preparatory school there until 1969. The bui
Care Home has given it a fresh lease of life and a very special place in the community.

The upper lodge to L&bampton Court Tower Lodge- was at one time an alouse for the
qguarry workers and then a private house. In 1938 it was linked with a notorious unsolved crime.
Coincinding with the suicide of the occupant of the lodge, a headless torso was discovered a
Haw Bridge on the river Severn. The body was believed to be that of one Captain Butt, whose
bloodstained coat was found by police under floorboards at the lodge. All this provoked much
local gossip and speculation, but in the absence of conclusive esiderofficial cause of death
could be established nor any culprit be named.

The fortunes of St Peterodés church and its i
of the manor were patrons until 1903; later that role was assumed by the BisAmuodster.
No religious house is mentioned in the Domesday Survey, but in 1133 Henry | endowed the
Canons of Cirencester Abbey with the church at Cheltenham and its attached chapels. One of
these must have been at Leckhampton, for in 1162 its priesty Hgnmname, was summoned
before Archbishop ThomeasBeckett in a dispute over payment of dues to the Canons of
Cirencester. Henry was found liable and fined two shillings.

Sir John Giffard is considered responsible for the original building of the chrorgihly what
is now the nave, south aisle and sanctuary ¢
conspicuous landmark in local stone. It stands on the site of an earlier chapel probably used by
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Henry, of which a few traces survive, includitige font. This little church remained unchanged

until 1834, when a gallery was erected over the south aisle and a vestry was added. Thirty years
| ater, Leckhamptond6s popul ation had grown to
was invited to daw up plans to enlarge the church. The gallery was taken down, a north aisle was
added, the porch was resited and the whole building was extended 23 feet to the west.

St Peterds Church, as built by Sir John
from a lithograph by George Rowe,1840

To Henry Norwoodés five bells a further t h
possesses a wdllined ring of 20tkcentury bells. Among the other items of interest in the church
- apart from the already mentioned Norwood brass and the Giffagtest is the pulpit. This is
reputed to have been made out of oak taken from a tree grown in a nearby field. It was designed
by L W Barnard, the son of the historian R C Barnard. L W Barnard also designed the war
memorial, which was erected on the sitéhe former village draw well.

The earliest surviving parish records date from the late 17th century and are kept in the
Gloucester Record Office. They list numerous burials in woollen shrouds. Another unusual
feature is a | i s tcialedlectidrsdongoadcduses alsevenére, foreexamep e
in 1666 ofor | ate sad fire in the City of Lo
the purchase of lime trees at a cost of 6 shillings. Six of these venerable trees are still standing in
the avenue leading up to the church.

In the churchyard the earliest identified burial dates from 1670, and the oldest person to be
interred was Richard Purser, who died in 1868, aged 111. There are also graves of numerous
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