
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 

 

LECKHAMPTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

RESEARCH BULLETIN NUMBER 4 – Summer 2010 

Edited by Eric Miller Tel 01242 526461 e-mail ehmiller@talktalk.net 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONTENTS 

 

              Page 

Editorial            1 

Beneath the Devil’s Chimney by Mary Paterson        3 

Robert Cary Barnard by David O’Connor         7 

Eminent Cheltonians commemorated at Leckhampton by Eric Miller    13 

The Manorial Estates of Leckhampton by Terry Moore-Scott     29 

Bargeboards on Houses in Leckhampton by Amy Woolacott      42 

A Historical Look at Leckhampton’s Farms: a Postscript by Terry Moore-Scott     47 

‘Elementary, Dear Watson!’ by Terry Moore-Scott       49 

Members’ Other Writings            50 

 

 

EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the fourth in our occasional series of Research Bulletins. We make no apology that 

three of the articles have appeared in other publications. Since few local residents will have had an 

opportunity of seeing them when they originally came out, it makes sense to give them another 
airing in a fresh setting.  

 The first is by Mary Paterson (making a ‘guest appearance’), who grew up under the shadow of 

the Devil’s Chimney. She tells of the influence made on the area by some of her relatives, 

especially John Hattersley, who was instrumental in preventing further industrial development on 

the Hill and saving it for the enjoyment of the general public. Next, your Editor has written about 

some of the interesting people who are buried in Leckhampton churchyard or have memorials in the 

church itself. It is also intriguing to see how many of these ‘movers and shakers’ of their day crop 

up in more than one of the other articles. Thirdly, Terry Moore-Scott has traced the evolution of the 

manors of Leckhampton from Domesday to the dissolution of the Leckhampton Court estate in 

1894. This account is essential reading if we are to understand how Leckhampton has evolved over 

the centuries. Terry also offers a couple of lighter items on later pages. 

 David O’Connor, well known as the author of books on Battledown and Cheltenham’s water 

supplies, in another ‘guest appearance’, gives a brief biography of Robert Cary Barnard, who 

pioneered the research into Leckhampton’s past but was also important in other ways. 

 Amy Woolacott’s interest in buildings has led her to examine the decorative bargeboards on 

certain houses in Leckhampton, of which there are many good examples. Her article illustrates 

some of the styles, to be looked out for when next taking a walk through the area. 
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 Six years have elapsed since the last Bulletin appeared, but that is not to say that your Editor and 

other members have been idle during that time. Several have written articles in other journals or 

even brought out books, and on the last pages we advertise some of these publications.  

 
DONATIONS TO SCHOOLS AND OTHER PROJECTS 

Thanks to profits on the sales of earlier publications, we have been able to keep the cover price at 

£3.00.  As a further consequence, the Society has been able to make donations of £500 each to 

Leckhampton and Naunton Park Primary Schools, to be spent on teaching aids for the benefit of 

their History departments. Subsequent donations went towards book token prizes for the most 

outstanding history projects prepared by Year 6 pupils. The overall standard of the entries has been 

high, dealing for example with celebrated people such as Edward Jenner, Edward Wilson, Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel, Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and W G Grace. 

  In 2008 the Cranham Local History Society arranged a sophisticated aerial survey of its surrounding 

area. Your society contributed £250 towards it, and as a result the coverage was extended at our request 

to include the northern scarp slope of Leckhampton Hill, in the hope that new details might be revealed. 

A grant from the Cotswold Conservation Board provided most of the funding. The survey itself was 

performed by Precision Terrain Services. 

 The instrument used was a LIDAR (Light Detection And Ranging), which measures the height of the 

ground surface and other features with great precision and is able to ‘see through’ any obstructing trees 

or other vegetation. The images of the Leckhampton area are an improvement on anything we have 

seen from other sources. For one thing, they are in colour: available RAF aerial photography, for 

example, is in monochrome. While it is easy from conventional photography to identify the outline of 

the Iron Age fort, as well as fields, hedges, roads and paths, the track of the quarry tramroad is obscured 

by trees that have grown on the lower slopes. The LIDAR image removes such clutter. 

 The data for Leckhampton has yet to be examined and analysed, so this is a golden opportunity for 

members of the Society, or others, to gain new experience. The first step will be to walk over some of 

the ground in order to compare it with what is implied by the imagery, and there is also a need for 

documentary research to support this fieldwork. This is all being overseen by GADARG (the 

Gloucestershire & District Archaeology Research Group). Our contact is Rick Kedge, who has agreed to 

co-ordinate any work of this kind in Leckhampton. His telephone number is Cheltenham 572003. 

 In 2008, on behalf of the Society, John Millington and I fixed a metal plaque on one of the stones 

that make up ‘the horse’s grave’ in a field (named Crow Park) near Leckhampton Court. The original 

inscription is barely legible now, but thanks to this initiative walkers can now learn more about Colonel 

Cecil Elwes’s favourite hunter The Continental, whose fate was described by Amy Woolacott in 

Bulletin No 2. 

 I thank Mike Rigby, our Chairman, for technical assistance in the production and printing of this 

Bulletin.  

Eric Miller 
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BENEATH THE DEVIL’S CHIMNEY 

By Mary Paterson  

This article first appeared in the Newsletter of the Friends of Leckhampton Hill and Charlton Kings 

Common (FOLK). It is reproduced here with permission, with additional illustrations.  

__________________________________________________________ 

Some time in the late 1870s, so the family tradition has it, a Mr Charles Marshall lived in the 

Shurdington Road.  From his house he could see a white-washed quarryman’s cottage on Leckhampton 

Hill.  His ninth child had been born a few months before, and finding that the cottage was up for sale, he 

brought it as a healthy summertime home for his large family. 

 His brother Richard, whose initials were R E (they were partners in the ironworking firm of R E & C 

Marshall), joined in the venture.  He began the construction of a smart house in part of the land that 

went with the cottage.  Sadly, he died before Rockholme was completed, and that portion of the 

property passed out of the family.  Charles Marshall’s descendants, however, were to live in Craigside 

Cottage for about a hundred years: it was a happy coincidence that the 1979 purchasers, quite unrelated, 

should also bear the surname Marshall. 

 Set on a steep site directly underneath the Devil’s Chimney, the cottage garden had a gate at the back 

opening on to the footpath running at the foot of the scarp.  The little Marshalls ran and climbed and 

played both in the garden and beyond it.  However, when Dale became the owner of the Hill, Charles 

Marshall received a letter – as did every householder with a gate leading out on to its inviting slopes – 

requesting the reason for such an arrangement, and pointing out in no uncertain terms that the Hill was 

private property.  History does not relate whether Marshall was among those bowler-hatted rioters 

shown in the photos of the famous Leckhampton Riots.  Most probably he was not: perhaps the riots 

took place during the six months when he was living in St George’s Road, as he did each year in the 

wintertime, or perhaps he considered it unsuitable conduct for a churchwarden of St Mary’s in the town 

centre! 

 Charles’s eldest daughter, Mary, was married in the 1890s to the solicitor son of a South Yorkshire 

boilermaker.  Edith, the second daughter, married the boy next door at Ferncliffe, Louis Sharpe, who ran 

a high class bootmaking business with his brother Willie.  (Their shop, in the lower end of the 

Promenade, still sells shoes today; Sharpes’ leather warehouse, where personalised footwear was hand 

made on individual lasts, is now a restaurant and pub.)  The young birds were flying the nest, and 

Charles himself was spending more time down in the town.  Edith and Louis took over the cottage. 

 

Advertisement for the Sharpes’ leather shop in the Promenade 
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 Meanwhile, on the corner of Daisybank Lane, an eccentric old spinster inhabited Ashmeade Lodge.  

She kept a number of horses in the stables (converted into Beech Cottage in the late 1950s), and a 

groom to see to their wants and take them out for daily exercise.  Each evening she would go out to the 

stables and read the Bible to them: they must have been the most religious horses in the region! By day, 

she often enjoyed sitting on a high stool behind the stone wall in front of the house.  People walking 

along the footpath would suddenly find themselves ambushed, as she surprised them from her lofty 

perch. 

 In 1910, after her death, Charles Marshall brought Ashmeade Lodge.  Of his ten children (the last 

boy was born after he had brought Craigside Cottage), three had died in infancy, and four were married. 

Until his death in 1923, Ashmeade Lodge was home to Charles and the three others – one bachelor and 

two spinsters.  But by that date, his elder son-in-law was reaching retiring age.  And the Hill was 

becoming a highly industrialised area. 

 World War I, and the ’flu epidemic which followed it, gave employment enough to the purveyors of 

black-edged stationery and black crêpe armbands.  Fortunately there were others also, hale and hearty 

returned ex-service men, who were in need of work.  The government of the day set up projects to help 

them: one such was a modernised and improved Quarry Company, to produce lime from Leckhampton 

Hill. 

 The quarries on the hill had long been in use providing building stone for Cheltenham’s 

requirements.  Indeed, Craigside Cottage had started out as a pair of basic and minimal semi-detached 

quarrymen’s cottages, conveniently close to the landmark of the scarp face above. 

 The original thick rough cottage walls were a contrast to the prosperous Victorian tradespeople’s 

houses, where stone carefully dressed and prepared proclaimed respectability and a certain status in life, 

with a pride in quality, honesty and integrity.  These were hallmarks of shopkeepers in the Promenade, 

whose early closing day was Saturday – one up on the Wednesday early closing of the High Street or 

Bath Road, yet still one down compared to the professional classes of the town.  These were permitted 

to send their daughters to the Ladies’ College; ‘Trade’ was not.  Trade resided more on north-facing 

Leckhampton Hill; the sunnier, south-facing slopes of Cleeve gave out-of-town space to those further up 

the pecking order, and excluded Trade from the Cleeve Hill Golf Club.  (See also the article on the 

North Gloucestershire Golf Club at Leckhampton in Research Bulletin No 2.) 

 Cheltenham’s pre-war Edwardian attitudes, however, were beginning to crack, be it ever so slightly. 

Already, way back in the 1890s, the ironmonger Charles Marshall’s eldest daughter had been married to 

a solicitor.  Granted, he was a Yorkshireman, and the son of a boilermaker – a newcomer to the elite of 

Cheltenham professionalism.  Maybe in his younger, courting days he had travelled on behalf of 

Swindon Patent Ranges (trademark a top hat, for Hattersley, the family name).  Now, at 60, John 

Hattersley was already to leave the colliery-laden grime of South Yorkshire.  He moved into Ashmeade 

Lodge in 1923, on the corner of Daisybank Lane, and spent the next couple of decades and more 

developing its extensive garden.  In spite of subsequent alterations there are still traces of his handiwork, 

notably the large arched glass conservatory behind Beech Cottage. 

 His expectations of genteel peace and quiet were rudely shattered.  The transfer site from Middle 

Bottom Jenny lay just outside the garden’s northern retaining wall.  (Even today there is an irregularity 

indenting the wall, marking the spot where nosebag-munching carthorses awaited there next wagon to 

be drawn along the flat rail track linking the two inclines.)  In itself this was no great inconvenience: the 

problem lay higher up, where fumes from the limekilns soared heavenwards and clanking gantries 

crashed and rattled freshly blasted limestone into their steel super structures.  Ashmeade Lodge was 

disturbed by the noise. 
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John Hattersley – the real hero of the Hill? 

 Houses built further away from the main road, nearer to the quarries, were more seriously threatened. 

Both Coney Gree and Bartlow, halfway along towards the Devil’s Chimney suffered structural damage 

from bombardment by flying rocks blasted from the hillside.  That there was no personal damage to life 

and limb was more a matter of good luck than good management.  Mrs Nixon senior, so tradition has it, 

had just gone inside for lunch after sitting on Coney Gree garden seat when a hefty chunk of limestone 

landed on the spot.  (Nixon’s was a splendid china shop in the Promenade, just behind where the flower 

seller still operates.) It was very alarming. 

 The Quarry Company once again looked back to the recent war with the Kaiser’s Germany.  They 

acquired heavy iron nets which had been used in minesweeping, and erected them in an effort to catch 

the dynamited missiles – a fact which did not inspire the residents’ confidence when they found it out! 

 Faced with this situation, Mr R C H Barnard1 of Bartlow (a nineteenth century house, later 

demolished and replaced by the present building of the same site), rallied his fellow-residents.  He 

collected evidence.  He made sheafs of notes.  He acted as chairman.  And he was no doubt delighted 

that his neighbour John Hattersley was both able and willing to undertake legal correspondence with the 

London solicitors who acted for the group.  The short title for the action was ‘Hattersley and Others v. 

the Leckhampton Quarries Company Limited 1925 H.No.244.’  Nine households were involved, 

including Craigside Cottage under the Devil’s Chimney.  Fortunately this monument remained 

unscathed: too far from the lime kilns for convenience, or fear of satanic reprisals? 

 The company went bankrupt in October 1925, and a Receiver and manager were put in.  A year later 

the quarries were closed, but the hill residents entered further action for trial in January 1927.  To their 

relief, news came on 3 February that the quarries would not be re-opened.  It was suggested that each 

side should pay its own costs to wind things up. 

 ‘Hattersley and Others’ felt this to be less fair.  Hill residents had been endangered and 

inconvenienced by unwanted nuisances, instigated by government action in setting up the company. 

Should they now have to pay?  The first rough estimate was some £350, a sizeable sum.  Great was the 

jubilation on March 1 when a government letter was received: 

   
1 His father, Robert Cary Barnard, had similarly galvanised support for the ‘Leckhampton Stalwarts’ earlier in the 
century. See the following article. – Ed. 
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‘… The Treasury are willing to allow the Receiver to undertake … not hereafter to work the quarries or 

the lime kilns in any way so as to cause nuisances to your clients in respect of the matters complained 

of; to pay £5 to cover the damage done to Mr Nixon’s roof, and to pay your clients’ taxed costs of this 

action, together with the costs of the motion which preceded the same.’ 

 Costs out of the government!  Nor was the Receiver able to recoup much on the sale of machinery 

and movables at the auction in August.  The estate – including the Hill – failed to reach its reserve price 

of £100,000.  Soon afterwards it was bought by the Corporation of Cheltenham: their accounts for the 

year ending 31 March, 1928, give the cost as £6,640.  A young Mr Richard Board, early on in his long 

career in the Municipal Offices, was the individual entrusted with effecting the payment.  A little 

nervously, he hoped he had done the right thing. Subsequent generations of Cheltenham citizens would 

agree he certainly had. 

 

 

Testimonial and plaque presented to John Hattersley by his neighbours. 
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MAJOR ROBERT CARY BARNARD, 1827 - 1906 

By David O’Connor 

________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

Robert Cary Barnard photographed in 1862  

 

Family background: Barnards and Carys 

The family of Barnard is said to have settled in Yorkshire towards the end of the 14th Century, in the 

person of Edward Barnard, an armiger, who died in 1401 and was buried in York Minster. His 

descendant Sir Edward Barnard, of North Dalton and Cowlam, was knighted by Charles II and was 

Recorder of Beverley and Kingston upon Hull. He died in 1689 and was succeeded, after the death of 

several elder sons, by his youngest, Dr Henry Barnard MD of Beverley. He married the daughter of Sir 

Christopher Lowther Bt but died childless in 1769, aged 94. He bequeathed his estates to his grand-

nephew, Lewyns Boldero on condition of his assumption of the surname and arms of Barnard.  

 The marriage in 1717 between a Robert Elwes of Throcking and Martha Cary of Bedford Row led to 

the use in that family of Cary as a male first name or as a second name, particularly after Robert. A 

subsequent marriage of an Elwes to a Barnard transferred the custom. The first Robert Cary Barnard 

appeared about 1770 and the combination remained a family fixture thereafter. Though some later 

descendants have incorporated Cary into the surname, including hyphenation, this was not the case 

originally. We know that our Robert Cary Barnard was called ‘Cary’ by his wife and all references in 

Cheltenham directories give the surname as Barnard alone.  
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Early life, education, the army and first marriage 

Robert Cary Barnard was born at Prestbury Mansion, Prestbury, Cheltenham, on 13 December 1827, the 

third son of Thomas Barnard, of Prestbury and Bartlow, Cambridgeshire, and Christian, daughter of 

Thomas Porter of Rockbeare, Devon. His father Thomas was a captain in the 64th Regiment (later Yorks 

and Lancs) and a Justice of the Peace in Cambridgeshire. Robert had two elder brothers, Thomas and 

William and a younger sister, Charlotte Christina. Robert was brought up mainly at his father’s seat in 

Bartlow. He was educated mostly at private schools but in January 1843, when he was nearly 16, he 

entered Winchester College as a Commoner (or fee-payer). His older brother William had preceded him 

there in 1839 and went on to Trinity College, Cambridge, and a career in the Church. Robert, however – 

a bright boy – was an unusually late entrant and stayed only a short time, leaving at some time between 

November 1844 and July 1845, when he was 18.  

 What he did for the next two years is not known. A Public School education was a prerequisite for 

entry to the Royal Military College at Sandhurst, but he is not to be found on the register of Gentlemen 

Cadets there. However, by 1847 Robert was granted a commission as an ensign in the 41st Regiment 

(later the Welch Regiment) and it is presumed that he purchased his commission, as was commonly 

done at that time; merit was not a deciding factor. Robert’s advancement in the Army was rapid: he was 

a lieutenant in 1850, captain in 1853 and a major in 1855. In April 1853 he was a lieutenant in Malta as 

the Adjutant of the 41st and in 1854 he went out with the Regiment to the Crimea but was attacked by 

fever at Scutari, where Florence Nightingale’s hospital was, and was invalided home. On his return to 

the Crimea, war operations had ceased and in 1855 he retired as a major. 

 The reason for Robert’s early retirement is not known, though the logistic shambles that the Army 

endured in the Crimea might have been one factor which convinced him to change his career.  However, 

it may have been connected with marriage. In 1856 he married Mary, the daughter of Staff Surgeon 

George Hume Reade, who was a Principal Apothecary of the Army Medical Department. He was one of 

fifty-one officers of the Department who died in the Crimean War and are commemorated on a plaque 

in the Royal Garrison Church at Portsmouth. It seems possible that Robert’s illness at Scutari may have 

led him indirectly or directly to his wife. The British Government offered attractive financial 

inducements to retiring Army and Navy officers to settle in the Colonies, where their professional 

expertise was required. After the wedding, the couple set off for a new life in New Zealand, but sadly, 

two months after arriving in the Colony, his wife died, and Robert returned to Bartlow in England, for 

yet another sudden change in his life. 

Cambridge and marriage to Anne Henslow  

On 10 December 1857 he enrolled at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, with a view to a career in the 

Church. He was accepted as a Fellow-Commoner. This was a student, normally from a noble or wealthy 

background who paid high fees in return for special privileges, including the right to dine at his 

College’s High Table with the Fellows. By the 18th Century such Fellow-Commoners had acquired a 

reputation for being idle rich ‘beaux’, who rarely did much academic studying. However, Robert was by 

no means in this category, and it is clear in retrospect that he took advantage of his privileges to become 

enthused and attracted by intellectual discussion. At Cambridge he met some of the best intellects in the 

country at a time when powerful new movements in science, religion, art, philosophy and social matters 

were sweeping the country. Though he was not a member of the elite Cambridge Apostles group, he 

certainly knew people who were. He took his degree in Natural Sciences, the first year that degrees in 

this Tripos were granted. He obtained his BA in 1861. 

 It was during this period that he became acquainted with the Reverend John Stephen Henslow, 

Professor of Botany at Cambridge University and Rector of Hitcham in Suffolk, which is about 20 miles 
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from Cambridge. Henslow’s main claim to fame was that he was the mentor of the young Charles 

Darwin and it was he who got a place for Darwin on the epic voyage of the Beagle. In 1859 Robert met 

and married Henslow’s youngest daughter Anne, who was herself a distinguished botanic artist. As an 

engagement present, he gave her the two volumes of a book entitled Friends in Council. The flyleaf of 

Volume I is inscribed ‘To Annie, from her betrothed, June 23rd 1859’. This book was written by Sir 

Arthur Helps, a Cambridge-educated intellectual and prolific author. Friends in Council was a 

commentary on, and exploration of, social issues, disguised as conversations between a group of friends. 

It became popular and was published in at least three editions, the first two being in 1857 and 1859. This 

choice affords a significant window on Robert’s thinking. 

Return to Cheltenham: ‘Friends in Council’  

The couple remained at Hitcham until at least 1860. They then left Cambridge and returned to Robert’s 

birthplace, Cheltenham, where his older brother Thomas had inherited the family’s other seat at 

Prestbury. The Barnards moved into the town and took a house at 3 Pittville Villas in Bayshill but in 

January 1862 moved to the larger Cambridge House in St George’s Road. Probably through the 

patronage of his father-in-law, Professor Henslow, who was a Member of the Linnean Society, on 4 

April 1861 he was elected a Fellow of that learned Society. He was nominated by two distinguished 

botanists, Sir William Jackson Hooker and his son, Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, both in succession 

Directors of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. On 1 January 1862 he inserted an advertisement in the 

Cheltenham Examiner newspaper:  

Major R.C. Barnard BA (1861) of Emmanuel College Cambridge, F.L.S. wishes to receive pupils to be 
prepared for Public Schools, for College, for the Army or other Professions.  

A similar but enlarged notice appeared on 24 May 1862 in the Cheltenham Looker-On:  

Major R.C. Barnard M.A. of Em Coll Cambridge, F.L.S & late of H.M.41st Regt RECEIVES PUPILS to be 
prepared for the Universities, the Army, Civil Service or the Public Schools. During the Summer SPECIAL 
CLASSES will be formed for LADIES in Botany and Geology. Terms for Course of Twelve Lectures One 
Guinea. Cambridge House, Bayshill. 

The latter course may well have been taken by Anne rather than Robert. The MA was an error: he had 

not been awarded that degree. 

 On 7 October 1862 Robert sent a letter to various people in Cheltenham inviting them to a meeting 

on 14 October 1862 at Cambridge House to discuss the establishment of a club or society of persons of 

literary taste who would enjoy a regular intellectual discussion. There would be twelve members only 

but there was provision for supernumerary members for special cases. Election would be by ballot, with 

one black ball excluding. As with the Cambridge Apostles, which also had twelve members, a paper 

would be read by members in turn, followed by a discussion. It was also agreed that there would be light 

refreshments only, a rule enforced by a ban on the use of any knives for eating. However, occasional 

dinners were not excluded. Robert’s wife Anne later recorded in her diary:  

Cary has succeeded in starting the Friends in Council, which he has long wished to see 
established....The idea seems to have been suggested by his father-in-law Professor Henslow, and the 
name taken from Sir Arthur Helps’ book. The limitation of the number to twelve apparently arose 
from the fact that he consulted Henry Alfred James, the Vice-Principal of St. Paul’s College, who 
was a member of the Cambridge Society of ‘The Apostles’ at Cambridge, to which his intimate 
friends William Vernon Harcourt, Julian Fane and James Fitzjames Stephen also belonged. 

 The last remark gives some indication of the circle in which Robert was moving. Sir William 

Harcourt was Solicitor General, Home Secretary, twice Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the 

House of Commons; Sir James Fitzjames Stephen was a QC, a legal member of the Viceroy of India’s 

Council, Professor of Common Law at The Inns of Court and a Judge of the High Court. This new 
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Society was a logical outcome of Robert’s experiences at Cambridge. His ‘Friends in Council’ have 

continued to meet regularly to the present day and the 1,246th Meeting took place in Cheltenham on 2 

March 2010. Robert continued to act as Secretary until 1899, when his eldest son, Robert Cary Henslow 

Barnard, of Rosslyn, Moorend Grove, took over until his death in 1937. Another son, the architect 

Leonard William Barnard, of The Bittams, was also a member. His grandson Major Thomas Henslow 

Barnard (Tom), of The Giffards, held the office from 1954 to 1978.  

Move to Bartlow, interest in Leckhampton 

With the Barnard family steadily growing (they had four boys and four girls), Robert sought a larger 

house outside the town and in 1868 engaged the well known Cheltenham architect (and fellow Friend in 

Council) John Middleton to build one on the side of Leckhampton Hill. They moved in to the fine 

Victorian Gothic house in 1870 and named it ‘Bartlow’, after the old home in Cambridge in which 

Robert had been brought up. Having settled at last, Robert began to play a significant role in local work. 

He developed a deep interest in Leckhampton’s history, and transcribed all the old Parish Records, 

which became a subject of a series of lectures, published first in the Parish magazine and later in 1897 

as a book entitled The Records of Leckhampton. Its closing paragraph is reproduced at the end of this 

article. A keen gardener, he was a prolific contributor to the Parish magazines, writing a number of 

Botanical Notes for the Working Man, which were printed in 1899. He was a member of the 

Leckhampton Local Board and a firm friend of George Backhouse Witts, its Chairman. In Cheltenham 

he was a member of the old Literary and Philosophical Society and active in the Natural History 

Society, to which he gave the opening address in 1867. He served as the Secretary of the Committee that 

looked into the feasibility of a Public Library and became a Founder Member and Trustee of the 

Library, of which he was the Honorary Secretary for many years. In 1876 he taught Botany at 

Cheltenham College for a year, where he created a Herbarium, a classified collection of preserved 

plants, which has since been lost.  

 

 

Bartlow, R C Barnard’s residence on Leckhampton Hill, designed in 1868 by John Middleton, now demolished  
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His independence of character 

A Liberal in Politics, he took a keen interest in public affairs, advocating through the newspapers social 

progress and reform. Nevertheless, he eschewed Party politics as such, treating issues rationally and 

solely on their merits. His obituary in the Cheltenham Examiner commented that, as a man of studious 

tastes, he was repelled by the rougher usages of general public life and his appearances on public 

platforms were confined to patriotic occasions rather than partisan demonstrations. His rational 

approach to events is clearly shown by two letters he wrote to the Examiner. The first, in 1865, 

concerned an eviction notice served on a couple by a Liberal landlord because they had voted for Mr 

Schreiber, the Conservative candidate, in the Election. Robert, as a Liberal himself, considered this a 

disgraceful act, for which the landlord should be kicked out of the Liberal Party: the giving of a vote 

should in no way be interfered with. The second, in 1902, concerned the Leckhampton Hill Riot, when a 

crowd, incensed by the closure of long-held access rights over the Hill, destroyed and burnt a cottage 

built by the new owner. Bartlow itself backed on to the Hill and Robert fought hard by legal means to 

remove the closures. However, he was totally unwilling to approve of rioting and arson in support of 

any cause, however just.  

Final years 

Robert’s wife Anne died in 1899 and in October 1906 the sudden death of his eldest daughter, who was 

his housekeeper, caused a shock from which he never recovered. Two months later he contracted 

influenza, and after three weeks of the illness he died on 22 December 1906 at the age of 79. In his will, 

written immediately after the death of his daughter, he divided the Trust set up as part of his marriage 

settlement equally between his seven surviving children, except that the two elder sons should have 

£300 deducted from their share and given to the two younger, because he had done more for the elder 

sons. His real estate was left to the two unmarried daughters.  

 His last wish was that his funeral should be carried out as simply as possible, preference being given 

to the method of cremation if practicable and not inconvenient. He was not buried at St. Peter’s, 

Leckhampton, nor in the Cheltenham Cemetery and though there was no crematorium in Cheltenham in 

1906, Cavendish House Undertakers advertised that ‘special arrangements were available with the most 

important crematoriums’. It seems that this wish was carried out, rumour having it that his ashes were 

scattered on Leckhampton Hill. Robert Cary Barnard was from a Church of England background, his 

grandfather, great-grandfather and great-great-grandfather all being rectors. However, he chose to be a 

Unitarian, a member of a sect which ascribes divinity to God the Father only and believes in each 

congregation having independent authority, and in freedom of, and tolerance of, differences in religious 

beliefs. One can see how such beliefs fit easily with his philosophy of life. His obituaries, in both the 

Examiner and the Looker-On, found him to be unusual of his kind. The Liberal Examiner, perhaps with 

a somewhat unfortunate choice of words, mused that ‘Major Barnard was hardly the ordinary type of 

retired officer: a Liberal in politics, a Unitarian in religion and a man of wide culture’. The Conservative 

Looker-On agreed that ‘Unlike most of the Army Officer residents in the locality, he was a Liberal 

Nonconformist’. He was certainly an unusual and gifted man and, if he has no stone memorial, his 

‘Friends in Council’ keep his memory alive. 

 

           Continued overleaf…. 



________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Copy of The Records of Leckhampton presented to T H Barnard 

 

 

 

The closing paragraph of The Records of Leckhampton. 

The sentiments it expresses are ones with which every local historian would surely concur - Ed 
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EMINENT CHELTONIANS 

COMMEMORATED AT LECKHAMPTON 

By Eric Miller 

This article was first published in the Cheltenham Local History Society Journal No 23 (2007). 

It is also available under separate cover. 

Introduction 

LECKHAMPTON WAS AN ISOLATED SPOT until the age of the motor car. 
However, at its church of St Peter there are memorials to many 19th-century and early 
20th-century Cheltonians, some of them of national renown. Though much the same 
might be said of the churches at Charlton Kings1, Swindon Village and Prestbury, the 
collection at Leckhampton is unusually rich and is a revealing reflection of the social 
history of Cheltenham. Some of the names mentioned in this article are well known, 
but the achievements, misfortunes and tragedies of others, now all but forgotten, 
deserve to be retold: ‘the world knows nothing of its greatest men’2. 

Not all of these ‘Cheltonians’ were actually born in Cheltenham. Some had 
settled in the area on retirement, perhaps having served in the Indian Army or East 
India Company.3 Others were ‘birds of passage’, again perhaps with empire 
connections and renting a house in between tours abroad. Many would have known 
each other, if not already from their past careers then at least as members of 
Cheltenham’s fashionable society. A few of their names are listed in the Cheltenham 
Looker-On as attending hunt balls, and certain of the gentlemen belonged to the New 
Club. Their activities and achievements were sometimes reported in the local press, 
and occasionally in a national newspaper, and a few remain ‘eminent’ to this day by 
being listed in the Dictionary of National Biography or similar compendiums. 

Some of the gentry, professional men and the more prosperous tradespeople 
lived in the parish itself, in the large detached villas that sprang up beside 
Leckhampton Road and in The Park area. Others had been residents of Cheltenham 
but, as subscription lists suggest, worshipped at Leckhampton, or may have chosen 
Leckhampton as their final resting place simply because there was no space left in the 
graveyards of the town churches where they were parishioners. In a number of cases 
the dead person also has a memorial in the church where he worshipped or in whose 
parish he lived, notably at Christ Church4. Furthermore, even after the municipal 
cemetery in Bouncers Lane was opened in 1864 the middle classes may have been 
reluctant to be buried there. 

The task of establishing who is buried at Leckhampton and in which plot has 
been greatly helped by a survey of the churchyard carried out in 1914 by the architect 
Leonard Barnard (mentioned again below), who marked and numbered individual 
plots and the associated names on a detailed plan.5 Although the Cotswold stone of 
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many of the graves is badly eroded and the inscriptions are difficult to read, Julian 
Rawes on behalf of the Gloucestershire Family History Society has recorded 
meticulously the wording on about 600 graves, which include the majority of the 
significant Victorian burials6, and I and others have added to this work. The 
inscriptions sometimes also mention a person’s occupation, place of origin andaddress, 
which help towards further research in press articles, gazetteers and the internet. 
Certain of the graves are marked on the plan reproduced below. 

This article mentions in bold type, with their dates, a selection of names that 
are likely to be of most interest. There is no room here to do more than sketch in the 
salient details of their lives, but in due course it is intended to publish a much more 
comprehensive list in book form. 

 Plan of churchyard – St Peter’s, Leckhampton 
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Lords of the Manor 

Members of the Norwood and Trye families, as lords of the manor of Leckhampton, 
have their memorials in what is now the Lady Chapel of the church. Several of them 
had influence beyond their own neighbourhood, such as William and Henry Norwood and 
a father and son both named Charles Brandon Trye. 

William Norwood (1548-1634) was also lord of the 
manor of Cheltenham from 1589 to c.1616 through his 
marriage to Elizabeth Lygon of Madresfield Court, and as 
such he took an active part in Cheltenham borough 
administration. His grandson Colonel Henry Norwood 
(1614-1689) fought on the Royalist side during the Civil 
War. After the beheading of Charles I he went to America 
to help establish the colony of New England, where the 
exiled King Charles II appointed him Treasurer of 
Virginia. He took part in the expedition that led to the 
capture of New Amsterdam (now New York) and was 
later appointed as Lieutenant-Governor of Tangier; his 
attitude at that time drew a disapproving comment from 
Samuel Pepys in his Diary. After returning to 
Gloucestershire in 1669 he was elected as one of the MPs 

for Gloucester and was later its mayor. 

There is a small memorial plaque to Charles Brandon 
Trye, FRS, (1757-1811), the first of the Trye family to 
be lord of the manor of Leckhampton. He is buried near 
the family’s main seat at Hardwicke Court and is also 
co mmemorated wit h an impos ing mo nument  in  
Gloucester  Cat hedra l.  He was Senior  Surgeon  
at  Gloucester Infirmary and supported Dr Edward Jenner 
in his  work on smallpo x vaccinat io n.  He saw the  
commercial potential of the Leckhampton quarries in 
supplying stone for Cheltenham’s early 19th-century 
building boom, to be delivered via an extension to the 
Gloucester and Cheltenham Tramroad. 

A stained-glass window commemorates his second son, 
The Reverend Charles Brandon Trye II (1806-1884), 
who as well as being lord of the manor was Rector of 
Leckhampton for 53 years from 1830. He had the 
village school built, twice enlarged the church, was a 

magistrate, served on the Cheltenham Board of Guardians, and was Chairman of the 
Leckhampton Local Board. He was a founder of Cheltenham College, and he and his 
brother provided the land on which the ‘daughter’ church of St Philip and St James 
was built.7 

 

William Norwood. 
Detail from portrait by 

Cornelius Jansen. 
CAGM. 

 

C.B. Trye 
Courtesy of 

Leckhampton LHS 
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A Cotton King and Queen 

John Hargreaves (1842-1900) was the tenant of Leckhampton Court from about 
1872 and was able to buy it in 1894 when the estate was put up for sale. He and his 
wife, née Edith Platt (1849-1882), took an active part in the social life of Cheltenham 
and the county. They were prominent at the hunt balls, and senior military men and 
aristocrats were among their guests at the Court (and, so it is reported, the future King 
Edward VII when Prince of Wales). John Hargreaves was an officer in the 
Gloucestershire Yeomanry and a member of Cheltenham’s New Club. More 
significantly, each came from an important Lancashire family. The Hargreaves had 
made their money chiefly as carriers for the cotton trade, but Platt Brothers (Edith’s 
father and uncle) employed 7000 people in Oldham and were the largest 
manufacturers in the world of cotton spinning and weaving equipment, which they 
exported throughout Europe. They were generous benefactors to their local 
communities, not only in Oldham but also at Llanfairfechan, where they built a 
country mansion, the railway station that served it and a church.8 

The Last Beat of Drake’s Drum 

Sir Francis Henry Drake (d. 1839, aged 83) is commemorated by a memorial tablet 
in the Lady Chapel. Surmounted with a representation of the Golden Hind, it claims 
that he was the ‘last surviving male descendant of the great circumnavigator’. On the 
other hand, according to Burke’s Peerage, an uncle of same name had been the last 
baronet, and though Leckhampton’s Sir Francis assumed the title on his uncle’s death, 
the legitimacy of this claim is doubtful, as his father’s marriage, in Newfoundland, 
was not officially recognised. He evidently felt himself morally entitled to the 
baronetcy, however. His name lives on in Drake House, which he built as his home. 
(It was lived in more recently by Sir Charles Irving, MP for Cheltenham 1974-1992, 
who can legitimately be included in this article, for after his death in 1995 his 
cremated remains were dropped from the air over Leckhampton Hill.) 

Mayor, MP and Benefactor 

Baron Charles Conrad Adolphus du Bois de 
Ferrieres (1823-1908) was born in the  
Netherlands, but his mother was English; the 
surname de Ferrieres was of French Huguenot 
origin. He lived in England from infancy and spent 
50 years in Cheltenham, at Bays Hill House (now 
demolished, where George III stayed during his 
visit to the town). He was naturalised in 1867. He 
was made Cheltenham’s second Mayor in 1877 
and was its Liberal MP from 1880 to 1885. He was 
a member of the Board of Guardians for 36 years 
and was a leading Freemason. His obituary notice 
stated that there was ‘scarcely a society or 
charitable institution in the town that [had] not 
benefited fro m his support ’.  He is best  
remembered for his gift to the town of the Art 
Gallery and paintings from his father’s collection.  

Baron de Ferrieres. Portrait in 
Cheltenham Art Gallery. 

By permission of Cheltenham 
Art Gallery & Museum 
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He encouraged the Gordon Boys’ Brigade, always employing one of the lads to ride 
on the box seat of his carriage. He made gifts to various churches in the town and 
county, especially of stained-glass windows, to be found in Cheltenham Parish 
Church, Gloucester Cathedral, Cheltenham College Chapel and Chepstow Parish 
Church.9 He is buried at Leckhampton alongside his father, the first baron, who died 
at Bays Hill House during a visit in 1864. 

At Leckhampton there are in all five stained-glass windows in his or his father’s 
memory. Considering that the baron was childless, it is of note that the subject of one 
of them is ‘Suffer the little children to come unto me’. They all incorporate his initials 
and a Masonic emblem. 

Antarctic Hero 

The memorial to Dr Edward Adrian (‘Ted’) 
Wilson (1872-1912) is probably the one most visited 
in the whole churchyard. His tragic and heroic death, 
together  with Capta in Scott  and three o ther  
companions on their return from the South Pole, is 
the stuff of legend and has been described in 
numerous books.10 He is truly a ‘local boy’, as 
during his teens his parents bought The Crippetts, 
then a farm, for his mother to pursue her interest in 
breeding cattle and rearing poultry, on which she was 
a noted authority. In its surroundings he was free to 
develop his precocious love of nature and his skill in 
painting and drawing, which he later exercised on 
Scott’s Antarctic expeditions of 1901-04 and 1910- 
13, when he was Chief Scientist. Examples of his 
watercolours and other memorabilia are displayed in 
Cheltenham Art Gallery and Museum. 

Ted Wilson is commemorated on a granite cross on his parents’ grave. His father, 
Edward Thomas Wilson (1832-1918) was also a doctor, a general practitioner and 
consultant at Cheltenham General Hospital and a founder of the Delancey Hospital. 
The epitaph reads ‘He went about doing good’. 

Russian Connections 

Ted Wilson’s mother (1 841-1930) was born in Russia as Mary Agnes Whishaw. The 
Whishaws were one of several interrelated Anglo-Russian trading families that 
flourished in St Petersburg before the Revolution. Her father, Bernhard Whishaw 
(1779-1868), and various relatives resettled in Cheltenham during the late 19th 
century, and several of them were buried in Leckhampton Churchyard. 

Bernhard Whishaw was an imposing figure, six feet tall, with a red beard but no 
moustache or whiskers. He was a senior partner of the firm Hills and Whishaw, by far 
the oldest in St Petersburg, and when he entered the Exchange there, everyone in the 
building would bow with great respect. He came to Cheltenham in about 1851 and at 
first lived at Keynsham House. His son Bernard (without an ‘h’) Whishaw (1821- 

Dr Edward Wilson. 
Chelt Art Gallery & Museum. 
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1900), one of Mary Agnes’s seven older brothers, knew Tsar Nicholas II and often 
walked with him on the quays in St Petersburg.11 

Bernhard Whishaw’s sister Elizabeth (1787-1866) and his brother-in-law, James 
Yeames (1779-1864) came to live at Acomb House (now demolished) in Charlton 
Kings. James Yeames had been HM Consul-General at Odessa and was an uncle of 
Sir William Frederick Yeames RA (also born in Russia), the painter of ‘And when did 
you last see your father?’12. (Edward Wilson and he were distant cousins and may 
have inherited their artistic talent from a common ancestor.) 

Military graves 

There are many military graves, among which there are at least 30 generals and seven 
admirals, but pride of place goes to three holders of the Victoria Cross: 

Captain Cecil William Buckley, Royal Navy, in the Crimean War. In 1856, then a 
lieutenant, he volunteered with two others to make a commando-style landing on a 
beach controlled by the Russian army. Despite considerable opposition, they managed 
to set fire to corn stores and ammunition dumps and destroy enemy equipment. All 
three were awarded the VC. Five days later Lieutenant Buckley took part in another 
such raid. He died in Madeira in 1872 and is commemorated on the grave of his 
widow at Leckhampton. 

William Fraser McDonnell13, during the Indian Mutiny. He was a member of the 
Bengal Civil Service and one of only five civilians to hold the award. In July 1857 he 
and 35 troops were escaping from rebel attack in a boat that had been sabotaged and 
was without oars. Under incessant fire, he climbed out to free the rudder and guided 
the boat across the river to safety. He afterwards remained in India for a time and was 
Judge of the High Court in Calcutta from 1874 to 1876. He retired to Cheltenham, 
also his birthplace, where he died in 1894. 

Major Douglas Reynolds, Royal Field Artillery, during the First World War. The 
son and grandson of army officers, he was a professional soldier and had fought in the 
Boer War and served in India. He won his award for two separate acts of courage, in 
August and September 1914, for rescuing an artillery piece under heavy fire and 
single-handedly silencing an enemy battery. Subsequently he was twice injured and 
died from the effects of gas poisoning in February 1916, aged 34. He was also made a 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. He is commemorated on his father’s grave and his 
name is on the war memorial in Christ Church, Cheltenham.14 

Planters and Pioneers 

In an article in Journal 9, James Toomey described the lives of three indigo planters 
who retired and lived as neighbours in Cheltenham, all of whom died within the space 
of twelve months and were buried almost next to each other. These were James Cox 
(1820-1892), David Russell Crawford (1810-1892) and George Nevile Wyatt 
(d.1891 aged 73). James Cox was sent to India to help at his uncle’s plantation at the 
age of 15 and returned 25 years later, having made his fortune. In 1884 he moved with 
his family to Cheltenham, where he bought Thirlestaine Hall (now the headquarters of 
the Chelsea Building Society), close to the home of David Russell Crawford. 



  19 

 

 

George Nevile Wyatt and his wife Augusta Warren Wyatt (d. 1905 aged 81) lived at 
Lake House in Thirlestaine Road (now owned by Cheltenham College and renamed 
Southwood House).15 George Nevile Wyatt had been a churchwarden at St Luke’s, 
Cheltenham, but in 1884 their daughter Annie married the Reverend William Clifford 
Aston, a son of the Vicar of St Luke’s. In 1894 the patronage of the living at 
Leckhampton was up for sale, and was bought by Mrs Wyatt (by then a widow). 
When there was a vacancy in 1895 she was thus in a position to arrange the 
appointment of her son-in-law as the incumbent. This act of nepotism was perhaps 
forgivable, as Clifford Aston brought energy and good fellowship to the village. He is 
best remembered for inspiring the building of the Parish Hall as a centre of its social 
life.16 

Next to the grave of John Hargreaves lies a fellow member 
of the New Club, Henry Godfrey, JP (1824-1882), of 
Karenza (a building now renamed ‘Lake House’, owned by 
Cheltenham College). He came to live in Cheltenham in 
1864 and had moved to Clare Villa by 187017, renaming it 
Karenza in honour of his Cornish-born wife. Reports in the 
Looker-On18 state that he was appointed as a Justice of the 
Peace in 1875, that he was churchwarden first at St James’s 
and then St Luke’s, where he was also choir master over a 
period of ten years, and that he gave part of the garden of 
Karenza as a site for St Luke’s mission room (the first 
Emmanuel church, in Naunton Parade). Not even in his 
obituary is there any mention of his earlier life. He was born 
in India but educated in England. He sailed to Australia at 
the age of 18 and, with very little previous agricultural 
experience went on to establish a sheep station of 64,000 
acres and was later involved in lucrative gold trading. He left 

letters, diaries and art work that gave an invaluable picture of pioneering life at that 
time; these are deposited in the Victorian State Library in Melbourne. His wife, née 
Mary Polwhele, died as recently as 1931, aged 96. (I am grateful to Tony Warner, a 
descendant of Henry Godfrey living in Australia, for this additional and unexpected 
information. I was pleased to be able to pinpoint the grave for him when he visited 
Leckhampton recently.) 

Three Architects... 

John Middleton had already built St Mark’s when he 
was commissioned in 1865 to enlarge St Peter’s, 
Leckhampton. In due course, as head of a busy 
architects’ practice, he designed four more churches in 
the town and others further afield, as well as private 
houses.19 Though the medieval origins of the 
church are still evident, the tag ‘if you seek my 
monument, look around you’ can be applied to him, 
especially as a sympathetic carving of a bearded man’s 
head, which serves as a label stop in the porch, is 
generally reckoned to represent Middleton. 

 

Henry Godfrey, 
aged 26. 

Courtesy of 
Tony Warner. 

 

John Middleton. 
Carving in porch of 

Leckhampton Church. 
Photo by Eric Miller. 
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Leonard William Barnard (d. 1951 aged 80) of The 
Bittams (burnt down in 1937), in Crippetts Lane. He 
was the son of the noted local historian Major 
Robert Cary Barnard, for whom John Middleton had 
designed Bartlow (now demolished owing to 
subsidence) on Leckhampton Hill. He was also an 
uncle of the artist, the late Major Tom Barnard, of 
The Giffards, opposite the church. Leonard Barnard 
volunteered to fight in the Boer War as a member of 
the Artists’ Rifles, and his letters home made 
graphic reading.20 He became the senior partner of 
Middleton’s old practice and designed buildings at 
The Ladies’ College and Cheltenham College and 
War Memorials including the one at Leckhampton. 
He also designed the pulpit for Leckhampton Church 
in 1913, ornamented with beautifully carved figures of angels playing musical 
instruments. 

Sir Robert Smirke RA (1781-1867). As 
Architect to the Board of Trade, he 
designed the British Museum, the Royal 
Mint, the General Post Office in St 
Martin’s-le-Grand and other imposing 
public buildings. Locally, his work 
included the County Halls at Gloucester 
and Hereford, the Judge’s Lodgings at 
Gloucester, Hardwicke Court, parts of 
Cirencester Park and, by contrast in 
Gothic style, Eastnor Castle. On his 
retirement he moved to Cheltenham 
where at first he lived at No 1, Italian 
Villas (now Lansdown Court); his address 
when he died was 20 Suffo lk Square 
(later known as 
Bunwell). 

 

Leonard Barnard. 
Detail from photo of 

Leckhampton Church Lads' 
Brigade, 1910. 

Courtesy of Mrs Joyce Barrett 

Two of his brothers are commemorated at Leckhampton: 
Thomas Smirke (d. 1870 aged 82), and Sir Edward 
Smirke (1795-1875), who had been noted staying with Sir 
Robert at Italian Villas in 1851. Sir Edward, a barrister, had 
been Attorney-General to the Prince of Wales, Recorder of 
Southampton and Vice-warden of the Stannaries of 
Cornwall and Devon.21 

... and an Engineer and Polymath 

A plaque in the Lady Chapel commemorates George 
Backhouse Witts (d.1912 aged 64) of Hill House. He was 
brought up at Upper Slaughter, where his father had been 
Rector, as had his grandfather the Rev. F.E. Witts, the 

 

The General Post Office, St Martin's-le- 
Grand. Designed by Sir Robert Smirke 

in 1829 (since demolished). 
Engraving from Old England (1845). 

 

G.B. Witts. 
Chelt. Looker-On 

14 Sep 1912. 
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‘Country Parson’ whose diaries were edited by David Verey. He was a civil engineer 
by profession and designed and carried out the construction of the railway from 
Cheltenham to Bourton-on-the-Water. He was a man of great character and many 
interests and a friend of Dr Wilson, senior, and of Robert Cary Barnard. An 
enthusiastic archaeologist, he discovered 28 Stone Age skeletons in a long barrow at 
Buckholt Wood and published a handbook of archaeology for the county.22 He was 
Honorary Secretary of the Cotswold Hunt for 26 years, a JP and a member of the 
County Council. As Chairman of the Leckhampton Parish Council he was referred to 
as ‘the unofficial lord mayor of Leckhampton’. Once, he rounded off a lecture about 
the geology of Leckhampton Hill by singing ‘George Ridler’s Oven’ and other 
Gloucestershire ballads. 

Doctors of Medicine 

Dr Disney Launder Thorp (1805-1888) and his wife Eleanor Thorp (1814-1902) of 
Lypiatt Lodge are buried in a grave that retains its elaborate wrought iron railings. 
The doctor is also commemorated in two stained-glass windows, one of which 
illustrates the parable of the Good Samaritan. He was a Senior Fellow of Caius 
College, Cambridge, and President of Cheltenham Literary and Philosophical 
Institution from 1841 to 1844. His obituary refers to ‘the very many poor who had 
privately partaken of his bounty’ and also to ‘his devoted widow, animated by the 
same generous spirit’. She left money to provide coals and warm clothing ‘for the 
poor people in the parish of Leckhampton’ and also paid for the conversion of the 
Gordon Lamp from gas to electricity.23 

Harold Lloyd Davies (d. 1920, aged 51), was a greatly 
respected general practitioner of the old school; the 
present-day surgery in Moorend Park Road ‘Lloyd 
Davies House’ is named in his memory. He worked in 
Delancey Hospital and, during the First World War, at 
the Leckhampton Court Red Cross Hospital. After 
dealing with many cases of sickness during the postwar 
influenza epidemic, he himself caught the disease and 
died of pneumonia. ‘Everybody knew him ... not only a 
physician, but a friend’ read his obituary in the 
Leckhampton parish magazine. 

Clergymen and Scholars 

Among the numerous clergymen and their families the 
following names stand out for their other interests and 
achievements: 

The Reverend Joseph Fenn (1819-1884), Vicar of Christ Church from 1859 and 
sometime Fellow of Trinity College Cambridge. He was active in the affairs of the 
town, for example supporting the establishment of a public library and campaigning for 
a better water supply. He helped found the church of St Stephen’s. The route of his funeral 
procession from Christ Church to Leckhampton was lined with hundreds of people, 
and clergy of all denominations attended.24 

 

Dr Lloyd Davies 
Courtesy of the 

Leckhampton Surgery 
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The Reverend Joseph Esmond Riddle (1804-1859). From 1840 until his death he 
was the first priest-in-charge at St Philip and St James’s Church, Leckhampton. After 
obtaining a first class degree in classics at Oxford, he taught Latin and brought out 
several Latin dictionaries. He wrote numerous books and religious tracts defending 
evangelical principles against the Tractarian movement. These included scripture 
readings, sermons and prayers, a guide to liturgy and a history of the Papacy, Letters 
from an absent Godfather, Manual of Christian Antiquities, and Illustrations of 
Aristotle on Men and Manners from the Dramatic Works of Shakespeare. A tablet in 
his own church refers to ‘his simplicity of character, his integrity, and his kindness of 
heart’. His widow moved to Rose Cottage, in Moorend Road, and worshipped at St 
Peter’s. She gave the original clock for the Leckhampton Parish Hall. In her 1871 
Census return she said that her income was ‘derived from dividends and profits of a 
copyright’ – clearly, from her late husband’s books. 

The Reverend Edward Pryce Owen (d. 1863 aged 76) of Bettws Hall, 
Montgomeryshire, and Roderic House, Suffolk Square. He had for eighteen years 
been Vicar of Wellington, Shropshire, but withdrew from the ministry to devote 
himself to painting and drawing. His obituary refers to his etchings ‘in the style of 
Rembrandt’ and the 300 paintings of his own and others collected during his travels in 
Italy. In 1881 his library and the choicest paintings were advertised for sale by 
Phillips in London. There were also thirteen folios of topographical sketches, 31 
manuscript volumes of his own sermons and 76 of his father’s, Archdeacon Hugh 
Owen, who was joint author of what is still the standard history of Shrewsbury.25 In 
1882 Roderic House was bought for use as a boarding house by Cheltenham Ladies’ 
College.26 

Some Outstanding Women 

Any list of intrepid Victorian women travellers would include Frances (‘Fanny’) 
Duberly (1829-1902). She is buried at Leckhampton in the same grave as her 
husband Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Duberly (1823-1890), who as a captain in the 
8th Hussars was the Regimental Paymaster during the Crimean War and the Indian 

 

Fanny Duberly on her 
horse 'Bobs', before 

Sebastopol, 
with Captain Henry 

Duberly. 
Photograph by 
Roger Fenton. 

By permission of the 
British Library 

(ADD.47218A f146) 
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Mutiny. She accompanied him throughout, being referred to as ‘the officers’ darling’, 
and wrote books about her experiences. A great horsewoman, she witnessed the 
Charge of the Light Brigade and was one of the first to ride into Sebastopol after the 
siege.27 During the Mutiny she is reputed to have ridden over three thousand miles to 
visit cantonments. She and her husband eventually settled in Cheltenham, at St Clair 
in The Park, and Fanny’s obituary refers to her great circle of friends in the town.28 

Marian (Marianne, or Mary Anne) Burlton Bennett 
(d. 1867 aged 52), a daughter of Frind Cregoe Colmore of 
Moor End, Charlton Kings.29 She was known in her 
youth as ‘the Belle of Cheltenham’ – very 
appropriately, to judge from the portrait reproduced 
here. In 1833 she is said to have eloped with William 
Antony Burlton Bennett30 and married him at 
Coldstream. He was a cricketer, regarded as a very 
promising batsman, who played a number of games for 
the MCC and other notable teams o f the per iod.  
While an undergraduate at  Cambridge, he had 
reportedly fought a duel at Boulogne.31 Marian became the 
subject of a scandalous divorce case that came before 
the House of Lords in 1852. Using various assumed 
names, she had run away with another man. Her 
husband pursued her across France, Italy and Spain and 
back again before finding the two together in 
Horsham.32 The older of her two sons, Captain William Frind Charles Burlton 
Bennett (d. 1876 aged 42), is buried in the same plot. A Captain W.C.J. Burlton 
Bennett, who was a tenant of Leckhampton Court in 1870-7133 was possibly the 
younger son. 

A complete contrast is Evangeline (‘Eva’) Butler (1858-1864), the daughter of 
Josephine Butler, the social reformer, and the Reverend George Butler, then Vice-
Principal of Cheltenham College. One day in August 1864 the couple were returning 
to their home at the Priory, London Road, when Eva ran to welcome them from the 
nursery, fell over the banisters and never recovered consciousness. This tragic 
experience lived with Josephine for the rest of her life and may well have inspired her 
campaigning ardour. Soon after the incident George Butler was appointed as Principal 
of Liverpool College, and it was in Liverpool that Josephine began her ministry 
among prostitutes and other exploited women, providing a shelter for them and 
campaigning against their degrading treatment under the Contagious Diseases Act. 
Eva’s grave is tended today by Beverley Grey, Josephine’s great-niece, who provided 
some insights into the Butlers’ family life in Journal 16.34 

Musicians, Father and Son 

John Barnett (1802-1890), who spent fifty years as a singing master in Cheltenham, 
is described on his tombstone as ‘Father of English Opera’. He was born at Bedford, 
the son of a Prussian jeweller, and was a cousin of the German composer Meyerbeer. 
He composed many songs and ballads and directed musical farces at the Lyceum in 
London, where the Grand Romantic Opera A Mountain Sylph was first performed in 
1834. Though regarded as his best work, it was parodied by Gilbert and Sullivan in 
Iolanthe.35 In 1841 he moved to Cheltenham, where he established himself as a 

 

Marian Colmore, the 
Belle of Cheltenham. 
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teacher of singing, both at The Ladies’ College and 
privately. He had many addresses but finally settled at 
Cotteswold, on the side of Leckhampton Hill. 

John Barnett’s wife was the daughter of the ’cellist 
Robert Lindley, a long-standing friend and colleague of 
the double bass virtuoso Domenico Dragonetti after 
whom their son Domenico Dragonetti Joseph Barnett 
(d. 1912 aged 70) was named.36 He was Professor of 
Music at The Ladies’ College for 44 years until his death 
at Cliff Cottage, not far from Cotteswold. He studied at 
the Leipzig Conservatoire and was described as a 
brilliant musician and teacher who nevertheless ‘found it 
hard to suffer fools gladly’ and ‘would tear his hair out 
and hurl music on the floor, in agony at his pupils’ 
imperfections’, while the clerk in the stationery office 
acted as a chaperone.37 

A Mercer and Churchwarden 

Alexander Shirer (1801-1866), of South Court was head of the firm of Shirer and 
Macdougall, which advertised as hosiers, linen drapers, haberdashers, lacemen, silk 
mercers and tailors38 and later became Shirers and Lances. In the 1851 Census 
Alexander Shirer and his two sons gave their occupation as ‘mercer’. For many years a 
churchwarden at Leckhampton, he is commemorated in a stained-glass window, and 
another nearby is a memorial to his two daughters: Elizabeth, aged nine, and 
Margaret, who was only one day old. The window portrays St Elizabeth and St 
Margaret above the Raising of Jairus’s daughter. Alexander Shirer was widowed 
twice, and the girls were daughters of his third wife. 

A Link with the National Trust 

An inscription near the entrance to the National Trust property at Toys Hill, Kent, 
states that the ground was given in memory of Frederick Feeney, ‘who ... is buried in 
the churchyard of Leckhampton near Cheltenham’. An adjoining piece of land was 
presented by Octavia Hill, the Trust’s founder.39 Frederick Feeney (1858-1897) was 
a son of John Frederick Feeney, a Protestant Irishman, one of the founders of the 
Birmingham Post. After his father’s death he settled in Cheltenham, where he had 
been a pupil at the College, and devoted his considerable private means to ‘useful 
social, philanthropic and religious work’. Though called to the bar in 1887, he did not 
practise other than as a JP. He was a member of the Cheltenham Board of Guardians 
and later the Borough Council, and at the time of his death was Deputy Mayor. 
Though he was a leading Conservative, he was popular with supporters of all parties. 
He was particularly concerned with the administration of Poor Law and took a deep 
personal interest in the welfare of workhouse boys as they went out into the world.40 
He was also a Freemason and a member of the New Club. He was commemorated by 
a stained-glass window at All Saints Church, where he had been a churchwarden, and 
at All Saints School the gymnasium was equipped in his memory.41 
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A Blacksmith 

The inscription on the tombstone of William Bushell (d.1886 aged 80) reads ‘53 
years blacksmith in this parish’. He lived and had his workshop in Norwood Terrace, 
Bath Road (since occupied by Garden Irrigation Supplies and other adjacent shops). 
In front was a weighing machine and behind his back yard ran the quarry tramroad (at 
least, until the rails were taken up in 1861). He was thus well placed to attend to the 
horses that pulled the wagons to and from the hill, among many others. His father, 
brother and three sons were all smiths.42 

The Oldest Man in England 

Contemporary correspondence in The Times, headed 
‘oldest man in England’, discussed the reputed age of 
Richard Purser (d.1868 aged 111). He had no birth 
certificate but, as proof of his age, he claimed to have 
been taken by his mother at the age of four to see ‘an 
illumination in honour of the coronation of George III’ (ie 
in 1760, which would have put him in his 112th year 
when he died). The Cheltenham Examiner reported that he 
worked as a labourer up to within a few weeks of his 
death, his scanty earnings being supplemented by an 
annual grant of £5 from the Crown and by ‘occasional 
gratu it ies fro m h is  wealt hier  ne ighbours,  who 
sympat his ing  wi t h h is great  age fe lt  p leasure in 
contributing to lightening his burden’. 

A Tale of Espionage and Murder 

When you leave the church by the north door you cannot fail to notice the Byronic 
bust of the 19-year-old William Joseph Gale, illustrated below. Beneath it is the 
poignant inscription: 

Died Near Nazareth, September 14th, 1877. He fell among Robbers. 

What actually happened? And why is the incident 
commemorated in Leckhampton Church? None of the 
local newspapers made a mention, but an account 
appeared in The Times shortly afterwards, headed 
‘Murder in Syria’.43 The events occurred in Palestine 
when it was part of the Ottoman Empire, though 
European representatives were evidently able to act on 
their own authority. The story is both contemporary 
and Bib lica l,  though sad ly there was no  Good 
Samaritan to come to the youth’s aid. 

William Gale had been working on a farm run by a 
German colony at Haifa. (In modern terms, this could 
perhaps be compared with working on a Kibbutz while 
taking a gap year.) The British Consul-General at 
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Beirut, for whom he sometimes acted in a semi-official capacity, was anxious to 
obtain information about a band of marauding Bedouins, and William Gale undertook 
to find out all he could. He went to Nazareth and from there made his way to Tiberias 
and back, presumably gathering intelligence on the way. On his return to Haifa he 
became isolated from some muleteers who were accompanying him for that part of 
the journey and was not seen alive again. 

An extensive search was made with the assistance of the Governor of Acre, involving 
the Consul-General, the Consul from Jerusalem and officers from a ship of the Royal 
Navy. Evidence that he had been murdered was found in a wood – a fragment of a 
shirt, his walking stick and a mutilated skull. Some Bedouins and inhabitants of the 
villages through which he might have passed were questioned and a judicial  
commission was set up. Circumstantial evidence pointed to one man who was known 
to possess a hatchet and had disappeared from his village, but those questioned 
refused to cooperate and the commission was dissolved without reaching any 
conclusion. 

William Joseph Gale’s connection with Leckhampton was at first a mystery but can 
perhaps be explained. His father was the artist William Gale (1823-1909), a Royal 
Academician who specialised in Biblical subjects. He was based in London and 
frequently moved address.44 Of the few Gales listed in Cheltenham directories at that 
time, only one husband and wife had links with Leckhampton. These were John Gale 
(another retired planter from India) and his wife, of Oakfield, The Park. They are 
known to have worshipped at St Peter’s, and John Gale was buried there in 1886; they 
could possibly have been related to William Joseph. Though the boy had not been a 
pupil at Cheltenham College (which would have been a distinct possibility), in 1878, 
the year after his death, his younger brother Benjamin was enrolled there. Further, in 
1881 both Benjamin and a younger sister were living in Leckhampton, as lodgers at 
Cliff Cottage, Leckhampton (coincidentally, where the above-mentioned Domenico 
Barnett would live later). 

A further twist to this story is that at least from 1878 to 1881 the artist William Gale 
was living at 30 Osnaburgh Street, St Pancras. The Census return shows this to have 
been the home of the sculptor Thomas Brock (1847-1922) later Sir Thomas, knighted 
for the many important public monuments which he had produced. The grandest was 
the monument to Queen Victoria outside Buckingham Palace; locally, he carved the 
statue of Robert Raikes in Gloucester. He specialised in portrait busts, often with a 
romantic air about them – not unlike the one of William Joseph Gale, which is so lifelike. 
Therefore, though there is no maker’s mark visible on the statue, not even on the back, it 
is not unreasonable to suggest that Thomas Brock might have been asked by William 
Gale to produce this memorial to his son.45 

Conclusion 

Family and military historians and other specialists will already be well aware of the 
details relating to the people in whom they are interested. However, the general reader 
must surely be surprised at the range of notables associated with little Leckhampton. 
The men and women featured above have now gained fresh posthumous glory and 
with the passage of time their lives can be seen in sharper focus. The fact that many of 



  27 

them would not have reached pensionable age if they had lived in modern times is 
enough to put their busy lives into perspective. 

The choice of subjects has been arbitrary and others might have proved equally 
deserving and revealing. Furthermore, the gentry among them were able to enjoy their 
richer lives only thanks to the many domestic servants and tradespeople that waited on 
them. Since a parish churchyard is a repository of the history of a whole community, 
they too deserve to be commemorated at a future opportunity. 
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THE MANORIAL ESTATES OF LECKHAMPTON 

By Terry Moore-Scott 

This article first appeared in Gloucestershire History No 16 (2002) and is reproduced here, with 
permission. Some passages and footnotes have been omitted or paraphrased. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

An automatic reaction upon first encountering the subject of Leckhampton’s manorial history is to 

think of Leckhampton Court and of the manor with which it has been associated since earliest times. 

After all, the history of the manor extends back to Saxon times and its descent is traceable through the 

great house of Despenser and later a series of prominent Gloucestershire families, the Giffards, 

Norwoods and Tryes, related by marriage. Together the three families formed a line of mainly 

resident lords of Leckhampton that continued for over 500 years until the estate was sold at the end of 

the 19th century. Less well known is that Leckhampton possessed two other possible manors. The 

first, and less recorded, can also be traced back to Domesday Book and, as the manor of Broadwell, 

through the medieval period. It was later evidently absorbed into the principal manor of 

Leckhampton. The Domesday origins of the third manor are less firmly established but the estate 

manifests itself quite clearly in the medieval and post-medieval periods. After being held for some 

time by a branch of the Berkeley family it descended, while steadily diminishing in size, through a 

series of lesser lords from the Gloucestershire gentry, most notably the Partridges of Wishanger. 

Within this framework of three possible manors, other estate holders are revealed in the records but, 

with one of two exceptions, their owners were secondary figures. 

 On the eve of the Norman Conquest the Saxon thegn Brictric held land in Leckhampton directly 

from the king. This direct association with the Crown is also reflected in Leckhampton’s position in 

relation to the manor and hundred of Cheltenham. It is Finberg’s thesis that towards the end of the 8th 

century Cheltenham was developed as a royal manor whose 30 hides included a swine pasture at 

Swindon, a cheorls’ (or free peasants’) tun at Charlton Kings and what may have been a home farm at 

Leckhampton (at that time the manor and hundred of Cheltenham would have been one and the 

same). Towards the end of the 13th century, when the manor of Leckhampton was in the possession 

of the Despensers, part of their estate was held directly from the Crown by the service of dispenser in 

the king’s household.  At the same time, however, the Despensers’ estate also included land held from 

the manor of Cheltenham and land ‘on the hill’ held from the neighbouring manor of Coberley, then 

in the hands of lords of Berkeley. Indeed these relationships with Cheltenham and Coberley continued 

for centuries and one 16th-century lord of Leckhampton briefly leased Cheltenham manor from the 

Crown. In 1247 Henry III had granted Cheltenham manor, and thereby the overlordship of 

Leckhampton, along with other estates to the Norman abbey of Fécamp in return for the ports of Rye 

and Winchelsea. Fécamp’s ownership ended in 1414 when Henry V seized the English estates of alien 

abbeys. Soon after, the manor of Cheltenham, with the overlordship of Leckhampton, was granted to 

the abbey of Sion, which retained it until its dissolution in 1539. 

 The histories of the other possible manors in Leckhampton also include aspects of overlordship 

and serjeanty tenure. The estate held by William Leuric in the late 11th century became, together with 

other of Leuric’s estates, part of the honor of Wigmore/Richard’s Castle by the end of the 13th 

century. It thus came into the possession of the Mortimers of Wigmore and was held from them by 

Walter of Broadwell, whose descendants seem to have retained it for a considerable period. It is not 

clear when the overlordship of the Mortimers ceased but by the early 17th century the manors of 
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Leckhampton and Broadwell were in the same ownership. 

 The origins of the third of Leckhampton’s Domesday estates are also rooted in serjeanty tenure, 

namely kitchen service to the king, possibly in association with the royal palace at Kingsholm near 

Gloucester. This estate was held later from the manor of Cheltenham, thereby falling under the 

overlordship of Fécamp and later Sion. For centuries it belonged to a succession of non-resident lords 

(of Monmouth and then Berkeley) and was left in the charge of stewards. Later owners included the 

Partridges of Wishanger. 

 The record concludes with two lesser so-called ‘estates’ in Leckhampton, namely those belonging 

to Iles and Tanty, neither of which appear in the annals until relatively modern times and both of 

which appear to have emerged from one or other of the main manorial estates. 

 The history of Leckhampton’s estates is therefore a complex subject. While Leckhampton may not 

necessarily be prominent among multi-manor parishes in the county, it nevertheless offers valuable 

insights into serjeanty tenure, overlordship, the evolution of estate ownership, and the histories of a 

number of Gloucestershire’ s land-owning families. 

The Manor of Leckhampton 

It is generally agreed that the earliest record of this estate occurs in the Domesday Book. An entry 

under the rubric ‘Lands of the King’s Thanes’ indicates that in Cheltenham hundred 4 hides in 

Leckhampton were held from the Crown by Brictric. A Saxon, Brictric is said to have held two of 

those hides in Edward the Confessor’s time when the other 2 hides were held by Ordric. William I 

seems to have granted both sets of land to Brictric upon his triumphal return to Normandy. In 1086 

Brictric’s estate comprise 1 ploughteam in demesne, 9 bordars with 3 ploughteams, and 2 bondmen 

and 1 bondwoman. It has been suggested that Brictric was one of a number of Saxon lords who 

managed to retain at least some of their estates by formally paying homage to William just before his 

departure; by doing so, Brictric managed also to acquire the former Leckhampton lands of another, 

less fortunate, Saxon, Ordric.1 

 By the early part of the 12th century, ownership of the manor had passed to the Despenser family. 

Simon, dispenser to Henry I (1100-35) and to Stephen (1135-54), granted tithes from his demesne of 

Leckhampton to the priory of Llanthony. Thurstan of Leckhampton (de Lechamtone), probably the 

son of Simon, held half a knight’s fee, probably at Compton Abdale, from the archbishop of York in 

1166. In 1221 another Thurstan, surnamed Despenser, was said to hold l00s. worth of land in 

Leckhampton by the service of being the king’s dispenser. Later, c.1269, Adam Despenser, son of 

Thurstan, was granted free warren on his demesne in Leckhampton.  

 The service of dispenser entailed allocating bread and wine to the king’s household. Although not 

as prestigious as the great offices of state such as constable, marshall and chamberlain, it nevertheless 

had a status greater than many other serjeanty tenures as it involved personal service to the king at the 

coronation feast. The last known member of the Despenser family to perform the service was Adam’s 

father Thurstan, dispenser to Henry III. In 1236, Thurstan unsuccessfully claimed rights to perform 

the service of the napery (i.e. the king’s table linen) at the coronation feast of Queen Eleanor.  In 1285 

Adam Despenser held land by service as the king’s pant(l)er (i.e. providing bread and at times 

attending the king’s table), a function he was to perform at Christmas and the other great feasts.  

 As lord of Leckhampton, Adam could not ignore his local commitments. In 1286 and again in 1287 

he exercised his right as the patron of Leckhampton church to present to the vacant rectory. In 1297, 

at the next vacancy, his widow Joan presented to the living.  

  An indication of the extent of the manor at that time is given in some detail in two separate 
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inquisitions post mortem of Adam’s land held in 1295 with different sets of jurors.  According to the 

first inquisition, held soon after 29 June 1295, Adam’s Leckhampton possession included 2 

ploughlands (around 320 acres), 20 acres of meadow and the rents from customary tenants with 4½ 

yardlands. All was held from the Crown in chief by the service of dispenser to the king. The value of 

this part of the estate was said to be £8 2s. In addition Adam held a ploughland (around 160 acres) 

and 4 acres of meadow from the abbot of Fécamp. The value of this part of the estate was £2 17s. 4d. 

Finally, Adam held 40 acres of arable land and a several pasture from the heirs of Giles of Berkeley 

(d. 1294), lord of the neighbouring manor of Coberley. For this last part of the estate Adam paid a 

rent of 4s. a year. The clear value of the whole was £l0 19s. 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. Plan of the historic parish of Leckhampton and its manorial estates 
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 The second inquisition was held at Birdlip barely two weeks later, on 12 July. It differs in a number 

of ways from the earlier inquisition in respect of the part of the manor held by serjeanty; e.g. the 

arable land was described as 173 acres and the meadow land as 10 acres. Significantly, details of the 

lands held from the abbot of Fécamp and Giles of Berkeley’s heirs are omitted but the rents payable 

for them are given as in the first inquisition. The effect of the revisions was to reduce the overall 

value of Adam’s manor to £5 17s. l0d., just over half that given previously. The second inquisition 

may therefore have been intended to correct the earlier record of Adam’s holding under the Crown. 

The precise amount of land Adam held in chief must therefore remain uncertain but it would have 

been somewhere between 300 and 500 acres. In addition there were 160 or so acres held from the 

manor of Cheltenham as well as over 40 acres held from Coberley manor, the latter relating (as will 

be seen later) to land at Hartley and Wistley in Coberley parish  (Fig. 1).2 We thus see that Adam 

Despenser’s manor was at this time a combination of lands held from the Crown in serjeanty 

(constituting the largest part), land held from the manor of Cheltenham, and a much smaller area held 

from the manor of Coberley. 

 After Adam Despenser’s death in 1295 the ancestral lands of the Despensers passed to his son and 

heir Amauri. He held them in 1303 but by that time the Despensers were alienating parts of their 

inheritance and one of their chief possessions, the serjeanty of Great Rollright manor, had already 

passed to the bishops of Bath and Wells.  By 1309 the manor and advowson of Leckhampton, together 

with land ‘on the wold’ held from the manor of Coberley, had passed to John Lovel of Snorscomb (in 

Northamptonshire) in the right of his wife Joan, a kinswoman of Amauri. Lovel still possessed the 

manor in 1316. 

 Soon after 1316, the manor of Leckhampton was acquired by John Giffard of Brimpsfield. This 

though was a turbulent time and, as a result of his participation in a rebellion against Edward II and 

his favourites, the Despensers, John lost his estates and, in 1322, he was hung and quartered at 

Gloucester. In the same year, and at the king’s express command, the Giffards’ castle and family seat 

at Brimpsfield was destroyed. Thus, Exchequer accounts for 1332-24 relating to the possessions of 

‘contrairiants’ indicate that in March 1324 John Giffard’s manor in Leckhampton was granted by 

letters patent to Hugh Despenser. These accounts also indicate that for the immediately preceeding 

Christmas term receipts from Giffard’s manor had amounted to 71s 10½d. from rents and 19s 4d. 

from various perquisites, totalling £4 11s 2½d. As a result of Hugh Despencer’s own attainder, 

however, he never took full possession and John Giffard’s mother Margaret petitioned successfully 

for the manor to be restored to the Giffards, so re-establishing her family’s ownership which 

continued for many generations. 

 By 1327, another John Giffard was in possession of the manor. He died in 1330 and it is assumed 

that he and his wife are commemorated by two effigies in Leckhampton parish church (Fig. 2). Other 

John Giffards of Leckhampton are recorded between 1340 and 1412, and Joan Giffard was the patron 

of the parish church in 1349 and 1354. Exchequer accounts for 1359-60 for the Liberty of 

Cheltenham, but specifically relating to its one ploughland in Leckhampton, value the property at £40 

and record various receipts from the holding totalling 13s. In 1486 another John Giffard died leaving 

no male heir. Through the marriage of his daughter Eleanor to John Norwood (d. 1509) Leckhampton 

manor passed to the Norwoods an ancient Kentish family said to have descended from Alnod the 

Kentishman (reputedly a son of King Harold) and with its seat at Northwood on the Isle of Sheppey.  

 The Norwoods remained lords of the manor of Leckhampton for a little over 300 years displaying, 

as a family, enterprise and taste. It was during this period, for example, that much work was done to 

improve Leckhampton Court, the manor house, which dates from the time of the Giffards in the 14th 

century.  The  Norwoods  made  various  bequests  to the local church and with the manor owned the  
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Fig. 2. 14th-century effigies of Sir John and Lady Giffard in St Peter’s Church, Leckhampton 

(Reproduced from Transactions of the BGAS 4 (1879-80), facing page 246) 

 

patronage of the rectory. The record relating to one of the earlier Norwood lords, namely, Ralph 

Norwood (d.1561), is of sufficient interest to be worthy of note. Ralph’s father Roger Norwood died 

in 1512 leaving a widow Alice, daughter of Sir John Butler of Badminton, and an under-aged son and 

heir Ralph. Alice then remarried to a Henry Knight of Shropshire and it was he who is recorded in 

1522 as the principal landowner in Leckhampton, having land worth £20 and goods worth £200. A 

will made by Knight in 1520 attests to his personal wealth but also indicates that Knight desired that 

one or the other of his daughters should marry Ralph, a role that eventually fell to his daughter Jane. 

By around 1540, Ralph, as lord of the manor, was involved in a land dispute with Coberley manor but 

there is evidence to suggest that he was lord only by virtue of having been granted the manor by his 

mother Alice in return for an annual rent of £46 13s 4d. (Alice having been granted the manor for life 

by her late husband Roger).  
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 The next Norwood lord was William Norwood (l548-1632). Through his marriage to Elizabeth, 

daughter of William Lygon of Madresfield (Worcs), William acquired, for a time, a lease of the 

manor of Cheltenham. In 1594 William and Elizabeth Norwood settled the manor of Leckhampton 

together with that of Up Hatherley on trustees including probably a nephew William Lygon.  

 The Norwood lease of the manor of Cheltenham expired c.1616 and the estate reverted to the 

Crown. Thus, in a survey of the tenants of the manor and hundred of Cheltenham compiled by John 

Norden in 1617 William Norwood is recorded not as the lessee or farmer of the manor of Cheltenham 

but as the holder of the manor of Leckhampton and Broadwell for a yearly rent of 15s. (evidence for 

the original manor of Broadwell is dealt with in more detail later in this paper). William nevertheless 

retained land in the manor of Cheltenham: a survey of that manor’s demesne lands in 1635 recorded 

that his executors held a pasture called Blandlands for a rent of l0s. Blandlands was a field straddling 

Leckhampton’s western boundary with the parish of Up Hatherley (Fig.1) and the profits from part of 

it went to Norwood’s mother Catherine. 

 In 1637, an inquisition into the property held by William Norwood on his death attributed to him 

the manor of Leckhampton, two pastures called Hartley and Wistley (both in Coberley parish) and the 

advowson of Leckhampton church, all held from the manor of Cheltenham for a yearly rent of 25s. 

and in all worth £3 per annum. For an annual rent of 22s., William also held the manor of  Up 

Hatherley, in this case, from the manor of Kings Barton. 

[Subsequent details in the original article relating to the manor of Leckhampton have 

already been extensively covered in other works, for example Leckhampton through the 

Ages, Old Leckhampton and Leckhampton Court: Manor House to Hospice. The following 

paragraphs are a summary. – Ed.] 

 Leckhampton manor in due course passed to William’s grandson Francis Norwood (1603-83), 

whose cousin Colonel Henry Norwood bought the manor from him in 1667. He died a bachelor in 

1689 and the manor passed in succession to Francis’s descendants and eventually to another Henry, 

who was the principal beneficiary of the Leckhampton Inclosure Act of 1778, under which he 

consolidated his estate. He died in 1797 without issue and left the manor to Charles Brandon Trye 

(1757-1811), grandson of Mary, daughter of Thomas Norwood (d. 1734). She had married Thomas 

Trye of Haresfield, a member of the Trye family of Hardwicke Court. Thus, for a second time, 

Leckhampton manor passed by marriage to a different family. 

 In Charles Brandon Trye, Leckhampton again had a lord of the manor of some distinction. 

Though senior surgeon at Gloucester Infirmary, he still found time to improve the land on his estate 

through experimental cultivation and he was the first to recognise the commercial benefits of the 

stone quarries on Leckhampton Hill. On his death the manor passed to his eldest son Henry Norwood 

Trye, then only 13 years old. For a time the estate appears to have been managed by his mother and 

an uncle, but Henry’s high living at Oxford and later unsuccessful investments led in the 1830s and 

1840s to the mortgaging of much of his property in Leckhampton and neighbouring parishes. Henry 

sold numerous parcels of land in the northern part of Leckhampton earmarked for the planned Park 

estate and other housing developments on the south-western fringe of Cheltenham town. In 1835, 

Henry owned c.964 acres in both the north and south of Leckhampton, including c.176 acres on 

Leckhampton Hill.  

 Eventually, Henry Norwood Trye was forced to sell the estate. It was acquired by his brother the 

Revd Charles Brandon Trye, the rector of Leckhampton from 1830 until his death in 1884. Sale 

particulars of 1841 indicate that the estate was made up of c.464 acres centred on Leckhampton Court 

and, within Coberley parish, c.196 acres in a ring fence on Leckhampton Hill. In 1873, the Revd C B 
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Trye was returned as owning just over 557 acres in Gloucestershire; that land possibly included the 

glebe of the Leckhampton rectory. In 1867 he chose to move from the Court into the nearby rectory 

house and to let the Court to tenants. His eldest son and successor in 1884, another Henry Norwood 

Trye, lived briefly at the Court but was for the most of the time an absentee lord of the manor and in 

1894 he disposed of the remainder of the estate, comprising c.464 acres including much of the village 

and an ‘outlying portion’ on the hill.  

 Leckhampton Court and the adjoining land were eventually bought by John Hargreaves who had 

lived at the Court as a tenant since the early 1870s. Leckhampton Court subsequently passed to 

Hargreaves’s daughter Muriel and she and her husband, Henry Cecil Elwes (d. 1950), lived there 

before moving to Colesbourne Park, which he inherited in 1922. It was during the Elwes’ time that 

the Court was used as a hospital for sick and injured servicemen throughout most of the First World 

War. The following years saw a decline in the Court’s fortunes. From 1939 to 1948 the Court and its 

grounds were requisitioned by the War Office to house in turn British servicemen, American 

servicemen, and German prisoners-of-war. After the death of Mrs. Elwes, the house was sold and 

from 1957 to 1969 it was occupied by a boys’ school. Finally, in 1977 it was acquired by the Sue 

Ryder Foundation and a programme of restoration began to provide a home for the care of cancer 

patients, a function the house performs to the present day. Thus rehabilitated, Leckhampton Court 

stands as a dignified and tangible reminder of this historic manor. 

The Manor of ‘Broadwell’  

The second estate in Leckhampton according to the Domesday Book consisted of 3 hides which 

William Leuric held from the king. The estate, which had been held by Osgot in Edward the 

Confessor’s time, included 2 ploughteams in demesne, 2 villeins and 8 bordars with 1 ploughteam, 

and 4 bondmen. Leuric is believed to have been a son of Osgot and possibly also a kinsman of 

Brictric, another of Leckhampton’s Domesday lords, and that he (Leuric) was successful in retaining 

at least part of his father’s lands has been taken as evidence of his readiness, along with Brictric, to 

submit to King William’s rule. It could also be relevant that, as his Christian name indicates, Leuric 

may have been half Norman. 

 Although Leuric’s estate was quite substantial, by comparison with Leckhampton’s two other 

principal estates its descent is only scantily recorded. It has been suggested that it centred on a place 

called Broadwell and that it was represented from the early 14th century, and possibly into the 15th 

century, by a third of a knight’s fee held by the heirs of Walter of Broadwell from the Mortimers, as 

part of their honor of Wigmore. Walter of Broadwell was named in 1294 as an executor of the will of 

Giles of Berkeley, lord of the neighbouring manor of Coberley, and in 1309 as a witness in an 

inquisition into the Leckhampton estate of Amauri Despenser. He was one of four lords in 

Leckhampton in 1316 and was assessed for tax there in 1327. In 1304, Edmund Mortimer was said to 

have held the third of the knight’s fee in Leckhampton. The estate was recorded until at least the mid 

15th century.  

  A possible connection between William Leuric’s late 11th-century estate and that of Walter of 

Broadwell over two hundred years later is suggested also by the descent of land in Shipton, where one 

of Leuric’s other Gloucestershire estates was situated. In the 1220s Stephen of Elmbridge held a 

quarter of a knight’s fee in Shipton from the honor of Richard’s Castle. The honor passed c.1260 to a 

branch of the Mortimer family and in 1284/5 it was recorded that Robert Oliffe held a third of a 

knight’s fee in Shipton from Adam of Elmbridge, who held it from Robert Mortimer. It is therefore 

not unreasonable to conclude that Leuric’s Domesday estate in Leckhampton passed to the Mortimers 

and to new owners when, in 1330, Roger Mortimer, earl of March, was attainted and all the Mortimer 
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possessions and honors were forfeited. Little else is known of the Leckhampton estate save that it 

seems to have been subsumed into the manor of Leckhampton by 1617 when, as has been noted 

earlier, William Norwood held the so-called manor of ‘Leckhampton and Broadwell’.  

 The existence of a place in Leckhampton known as Broadwell is also indicated in a court book for 

Cheltenham hundred and manor for the period 1597-1601. They record presentments from the 

separate tithings of Leckhampton and Broadwell. The location of Broadwell tithing has, however, 

remained an enigma. A complex of earthworks some distance southwest of Leckhampton parish 

church may represent the site of an abandoned medieval settlement. A more likely explanation though 

is that there were two main areas of habitation in medieval Leckhampton, one centred on the church 

and manor house (Leckhampton Court) and the other situated around and just north of the moated site 

(where some old cottages stood at the end of the 20th century).   Whether the moated site was part of 

Broadwell tithing can only be speculation but it has to be a possibility.3 

The Berkeley/Partridge Manor 

Details of the early history of this estate are scarce but the existence of a third estate in Leckhampton 

is recorded as far back as the Domesday Book. According to that survey Humphrey the cook held 

from the Crown 1 hide in Lechetone in the hundred of Salmonsbury (Slaughter) and had 1 

ploughteam and 4 bordars on it. The land had previously been held by Osbern of Cherbourg and, in 

Edward the Confessor’s time, by Ordric (presumably the same Ordric who lost land in Leckhampton 

to Brictric). Most historians have concluded that Lechetone was part of a hundred other than 

Slaughter but have not agreed on its precise location. Although Moore preferred to identify the place 

with Latton in Wiltshire, Taylor propounded earlier that it was Leckhampton.4 This latter theory is 

substantiated by evidence that in the 13th century some land in Leckhampton was held by the 

serjeanty of kitchen service. 

  According to a cartulary of Cirencester Abbey of c.1162-1164, a settlement was reached whereby 

the priest of the chapel at Leckhampton paid the church of Cheltenham 2s. yearly for the chapel and 

for the tithes of land held by Geoffrey the cook. Probably it was the same Geoffrey the cook who held 

substantial land in Leckhampton c.1163. Reference to this estate next appears around 1212 when a 

Peter of Kingsholm, alias Peter of the hall (de aula), is recorded as having one ploughland in 

Leckhampton by serjeanty service in the king’s kitchen. Peter’s alias relates to the royal palace (aula 

regis) at Kingsholm, the existence of which can be traced back to Edward the Confessor. It was used 

as a royal residence up to the 13th century and doubtless featured prominently at each of the great 

crown-wearing days generally held at Gloucester at Christmas.  

  Soon after this, the estate appears to have been divided for, in 1226, two persons held land in 

Cheltenham hundred by serjeanty of cook to the king, namely Peter of the hall and a Roger of 

Monmouth. By 1250,  the holders of two estates, each a half yardland in size, were Henry of 

Monmouth and William Wyberd, although by this time the original serjeanty service had been 

replaced by annual payments (in Henry’s case, of 12d.) and military service. A connection between 

this Wyberd and Wyberd of the king’s hall who held the manor of Kingsholm in the early 12th 

century seems likely. 

  At this point, the descent of the Wyberd estate in Leckhampton becomes quite involved. In 1280, 

William Wyberd granted a ploughland there to John Wyberd in return for one pound of cumin and 

two marks each year and service to ‘the chief lords’. Seven years later, another Wyberd, this time 

Adam, is recorded as granting a messuage and 70 acres of land in Leckhampton to John of 

Bradenstoke and Alice his wife and to John’s heirs, for a consideration of ten marks. It was John’s 

son, also called John, who was named as one of Leckhampton’s lords in 1316 and who, c.1320, held 
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land in Leckhampton comprising a messuage, one ploughland and 12 acres of land with a croft called 

‘Spencerescroft’ and 13s. 6d. of rent. A moiety of this was demised to his wife Alice for life whilst 

the other moiety was eventually enfeoffed to Robert of Prestbury. Apart from the messuage, which 

was held from John Daubenny (at this time lord of several manors in Gloucestershire including 

Kingsholm), the property and land was now held from the abbot of Fécamp (the reference to 

‘Spencerescroft’ perhaps indicating a Despencer connection at least for that property).  

  According to a record of 1324, Robert of Prestbury’s holding in Leckhampton had, between 1319 

and 1322, been a whole ploughland (Alice’s moiety by this time having presumably passed to Robert) 

and, between 1316 and 1322, a section of open field (‘culture’) of 20 acres called ‘Banlond’, also held 

from the abbot of Fécamp as part of his manor of Cheltenham. However in 1322, Robert’s properties 

in Leckhampton were seized by the king because of his adherence to the rebellious John Gifford of 

Brimpsfield. Thus in 1324, Robert of Prestbury’s lands in Leckhampton were in the hands of a Henry 

of Hatherley and, a year later, of Thomas of Hatherley for which payment was made to the royal 

manor of King’s Barton. By 1327 though, the subsidy roll shows Robert also again in ownership. 

  It therefore appears that, with the removal of the serjeanty associations for this estate and (as will 

be seen below) the Monmouth portion, ownership for the greater part passed to the royal manor of 

Cheltenham. The subsequent descent of this particular portion of estate is unclear but, by the 17th 

century, the Banlond field at least was held by the Norwoods on lease from the manor of Cheltenham.  

   Returning to the Monmouth part of this estate, in 1265 land of Henry of Monmouth in 

Leckhampton was taken by John Giffard of Brimpsfield, but in what circumstances and with what 

result is not clear. The Monmouth family continued to hold estate there however, for in an inquisition 

post mortem of the lands of Walter of Monmouth conducted in 1302, Walter’s possessions were a 

ploughland held of the abbot of Fécamp for 40d. a year and a messuage with garden, 60 acres of 

arable land and 20 acres of meadow. The value of the whole estate was 22s. 6d. Walter had granted 

the ploughland to Matilda la Straunge and her son John for the term of their lives. Walter’s son and 

heir, John of Monmouth, was only 13 years old at the time but it was he who retained an estate in 

Leckhampton in 1316. 

 The Monmouth family’s association with Leckhampton evidently ceased soon afterwards for, 

according to an inquisition of 1324, John of Berkeley held the ploughland and a messuage in 

Leckhampton of the abbot of Fécamp. Exchequer accounts relating to the possessions of 

‘contrairiants’ indicated that John’s holding in Leckhampton had produced rents amounting to 19s 

3d., income from various ‘works’ totalling 15s 4¼d. and produce worth 19s., in all 53s. 7¼d. John 

had purchased this estate from his father Maurice, Lord Berkeley but, because of his participation in 

the rebellion against Edward II, John’s estate, like that of John Giffard, was seized by the Crown. 

Hence, further Exchequer accounts for 1323 relating to Berkeley’s possessions in Leckhampton 

indicate that at Easter 1324 these were all forfeited and granted ‘at farm’ to a John and Nicholas 

Gamage for the sum of 60s., the former continuing to retain them into 1325.5 

 The Berkeley interest in Leckhampton did not end in the 1320s. About 1347 Thomas Berkeley, 

Lord Berkeley (d. 1361), bought land in Leckhampton and c.1352 he settled it on his son John, then 2 

years old. John Berkeley, the first of the Berkeleys of Beverstone, died in 1428 aged 76 seised in 

Leckhampton of a messuage, 30 acres of land, 6 cottages and 2 acres of wood held from the abbot of 

Fécamp. The estate, which the historian Fosbrooke declared ‘appears to have been Monmouth’s’, 

passed to John’s son and heir Maurice Berkeley of Beverstone. 

  At his death in 1460 Maurice Berkeley held 8 messuages, 80 acres of arable land, 10 acres of 

meadow and 4 acres of wood in Leckhampton from Sion Abbey, the lord of Cheltenham manor. His 
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son and heir, also called Maurice (d. 1474), was succeeded in the Leckhampton estate by his son and 

heir William. Because of his involvement in the unsuccessful plot against Richard III in 1483, 

William’s lands were seized by the Crown but they were restored to him in 1485, after Richard’s 

death at Bosworth. 

 For the following years until the mid 16th century there is no record of the Berkeleys’ estate in 

Leckhampton, although the Beverstone estate remained in the family and descended to John Berkeley 

(d. 1582).   But around this time the Berkeley fortunes were in decline and in 1559 John, the son of 

William Berkeley, sold his Leckhampton manor to William Partridge, the head of an old 

Gloucestershire family with its seat at Wishanger in Miserden. and William was in possession of it at 

his death in 1578.  

 

Fig. 3. Monument to Anthony Partridge and his wife Alice (1625) in Miserden Church 

  William’s Leckhampton manor passed with his other Gloucestershire estates to his son Robert 

Partridge. Robert, who also owned the manor of Heddington (Wilts), died in 1600. In 1608 his son 

John owned the Leckhampton estate and another son Anthony had the Wishanger and other of the 

family estates. It was Anthony however who held the estate in Leckhampton in 1617 and, when he 

died in 1625, this holding (rented from the manor of Cheltenham at a yearly rent of 4s 4d) was worth 

£4 per annum. He and his wife Alice are commemorated by a fine monument in Miserden church. 

(Fig. 3) At the time of Anthony’s death, his son and heir Henry was still a minor and not ready to take 

over the estate but we do know that in 1625 at least part of the Leckhampton manor was granted to 

Oliver Partridge for the term of his life. In 1632 both Oliver and his sister Mary, wife of Charles 



______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

39 

 

Williams of Monmouth, had life interests in the manor. At his death in 1653 Henry Partridge was 

succeeded by his son Henry, who in 1662 sold his Leckhampton estate to the landowner William 

Selwyn of Matson. There was a distant relationship between the Selwyns and the Partridges. Oliver 

Partridge retained an interest in the estate in 1691 and was buried at Leckhampton on 7 August 1697.  

 William Selwyn died in 1679 and his son and heir, William, conveyed the Leckhampton manor to 

Edward Nourse, a member of a prominent Gloucester family and related through marriage to the 

Selwyns. It was this Edward who held a court of survey for the manor in 1691. His namesake Edward 

Nourse (d. c.1674) had been a benefactor to several parishes in the city. The Nourses retained land in 

Leckhampton for almost 70 years and a survey of 1746 clearly identifies their farm with land that had 

previously been held by Oliver Partridge. Their estate included individual land parcels scattered 

around the northern and southern parts of the parish and the main part was in the centre of the parish 

north and west of the moated site (Fig. 1). About 1758 the son of Edward Nourse sold the estate to 

John Hughes of Cheltenham. Hughes held it only a short time and by his will dated 1766 he devised it 

to his only child Sarah, wife of Richard Critchett. Richard and Sarah Critchett together were awarded 

land at the inclosure of Leckhampton under an Act of 1778 and Sarah appears to have remained in 

possession of the estate in the early 19th century. By 1835 the lands making up the estate (amounting 

to over 207 acres) were owned by W S Evans, who after Henry Norwood Trye, was the most 

prominent landowner in Leckhampton (Fig. 1). 

Other estate holders in Leckhampton 

Iles (or Berry) Estate 

The court of survey of his manor in Leckhampton held by Edward Nourse in 1691, indicates that 

from as early as 1625 a Mr John Iles held land in the parish and that, in 1658, land held by John 

Iles adjoined at least four separate parcels of land belonging to Nourse’s manor. A 1679 terrier of 

glebe lands in Leckhampton also mentions Iles as a landowner and a title deed of 1724 links John 

and Thomas Iles with a ‘Berry Farm’ and a so-called ‘Berry Estate’ in Leckhampton. A 1746 

plan of Leckhampton  shows that a Mr Iles owned parcels of land of varying sizes scattered 

around the parish but the focus of his estate appears to have been an area (marked as ‘Mr Isles 

Land’) extending westwards from the centre of the village as far as the western edge of the 

parish. ‘Mr Isles Farm’ is also shown within this area (Fig.4). The building known as Mr Isles 

Farm later became Leckhampton Farm, parts of which dated from at least c.1800 but with an 

outbuilding dating from as early as the late 16th century. Bigland, writing in 1791, confidently 

declared that of the two estates in Leckhampton independent of the manor, one had formerly been 

owned by the ‘Isles of Minchinhampton’.6 

 How long after 1746 the Iles’ interests in Leckhampton continued is not clear but, by the time of 

the Leckhampton inclosures in 1778, what had previously been Mr Isles Farm is described as 

Abraham Wallbank’s Farm.  Abraham Wallbank also appeared in the Inclosure Act as an allottee of  

land next in size only to Henry Norwood, the rector Edward Draper and Richard Critchett, lord of the 

second manor of Leckhampton.7 Ownership of the property continued to change however for Bigland 

also records that the estate previously owned by the Iles’ was in 1791 held by the Pride family and, by 

1835, Berry Farm and many of the fields around it (including, as referred to earlier, much of the 

former Partridge/Nourse estate) were owned by Mr W S Evans (Fig. 1). 

 An explanation for the Iles’ connection with Leckhampton is not immediately obvious. As has 

been shown, the Iles’ presence in Leckhampton seems to begin in the early 17th century, that is at a  
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Fig.4. Detail from James Crow’s Estate Plan of Leckhampton, 1746 

time when the Partridge (formerly Berkeley) estate seems to have started breaking up. It might be 

inferred therefore that the land acquired by the Iles was purchased from the Partridges. The farm 

building serving the Iles estate at least during the 18th century, probably much earlier, was arguably 

the next most prominent residence in the village after Leckhampton Court itself, substantial enough 

possibly to have at one time been the centre of a manorial estate. One interpretation of all this may be 

that Iles had acquired a significant part the Partridge estate (though not the lordship of the manor 

itself) and, with it, the house that had originally been the working centre for that estate.  It certainly 

seems that after 1660 the only Partridge occupying property in Leckhampton was Oliver Partridge 

who lived in a much less imposing residence elsewhere in the village described in the 1679 glebe 

terrier as ‘Mr Partridge’s Farm’, then in 1746 as ‘Mr Nourse’s Farm’ and eventually as simply 

‘Manor Farm’. 

‘Tanty Estate’ 

Particulars of the sale in the 1830s of land destined to become Cheltenham’s Grafton or Park estate 

included details of named fields described as being part and parcel of three estates known as 

Norwood’s, Tanty’s and Berry’s. A similar source dated 1841 also refers to a Tanty’s Estate which 

had been sold by Henry Norwood to Thomas Billings, the person responsible for laying out the new 

Park estate. 

 Quite what this Tanty Estate amounted to is not clear but the name Tanty appears in records 

relating to Leckhampton dating from 16th century. In 1545, William Tanty was a witness to a 

Leckhampton will, and he is probably one or the other of two William Tantys (elder and younger) 
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referred to earlier as tenants of Roger Norwood; also, in 1587, Thomas Tantie yeoman provided a 

surety of 100 marks. Various Tanty names also appear in Leckhampton parish records in the early 

17th century, and an entry for Leckhampton in Men and Armour for Gloucestershire in 1608 includes 

a John Tanty husbandman together with Ralph Tanty described as a servant of Margaret Tanty 

widow. 

 The picture conveyed therefore is that although the Tanty’s of Leckhampton were a prominent 

family in the parish for a considerable time, their status seems at best to have been that of small 

holder and tenant farmers. Nevertheless, that the family held land of their own in Leckhampton well 

into the 18th century is shown by the inclusion of a John Tanty among the allottees of land under the 

1778 Inclosure Award and it is presumably this at least that constituted the ‘Tanty Estate’ referred to 

in the following century.  

 
   
Footnotes 
1 The Brictric of Leckhampton is evidently not to be confused with the great Saxon thegn of the same name, son of 
Algar and lord of Tewkesbury, whose fortunes appear to have collapsed totally after the Conquest. 
2 Much later, around 1540, the then lord of Leckhampton manor, Ralph Norwood, was in dispute with Coberley 
manor over the latter’s rights of access to 300 acres of land on Hartley Hill; Norwood’s holdings in Coberley also 
included land at Wistley. Still later, in the 18th century,  land on the hill (comprising over 300 acres) was in the 
ownership of Henry Norwood of Leckhampton and a trust deed of 1815 relating to the Leckhampton estate included 
Hartley Hill farm,  part of Coberley parish. 
3 Archaeological excavation of Leckhampton’s moated site carried out in 1933 provided evidence suggesting 
occupation from the 12th to at least 15th centuries. 
4 The names Latton and Leckhampton both derive from the same Anglo-Saxon root (leac = ‘leek’) – Ed. 
5John Gamage is recorded as having been inducted to the Leckhampton living by Joan Despenser in 1297. 
6 The Iles family of Minchinhampton were heavily engaged in the cloth and milling industry of the Stroud valley 
throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, their name being perpetuated in Iles’ Mill at Chalford. 
7 This is very likely the same Abraham Wallbank, an attorney, who in 1780 possessed a house close to Iles’ Mill. 
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BARGEBOARDS ON HOUSES IN LECKHAMPTON 
 

By Amy Woolacott 

A number of the houses in Leckhampton have ornate bargeboards, hiding the ends of the timbers of a 

pitched roof. They are often carved and with routed or moulded patterns; the lower edges are frequently 

‘cusped’ and have ‘tracery’ in the ‘spandrels’. The name seems to derive from mediaeval Latin – bargus 

or barcus meaning ‘gallows’. An obsolete term is ‘vergeboard’, and in N America, where much study 

has been done, the term ‘gingerbread’ occurs.  

 The richest example in Britain is at Ockwells, Berkshire, on a property built between 1446 and 1465. 

Locally, the Tudor-style cum Gothic Revival villa, Tudor Lodge, The Park, Cheltenham had very 

elaborate bargeboards and gutter boards. Tudor Lodge was built in 1837 and demolished in the 1960s. 

Of the lesser houses, the old Tramway Cottage on Leckhampton Hill had carved and pierced 

bargeboards. Gothic Revival commonly dates from 1830-60; Queen Anne Revival 1880-1910, and a 

Tudor Revival, which frequently occurs in the 20th century. Bargeboards of the Victorian era have the 

most elaborate patterns, though Edwardian-era styles are simpler, but often with applied moulding. We 

might think decorated bargeboards are passé, but some of the newer houses near Morrison’s Superstore 

have modern versions. Numerous styles of bargeboard still exist around Leckhampton.  

 In dating houses with patterned bargeboards, other architectural features can be helpful. Glazed red 

brickwork first appeared in the 1880s. The late ‘High Victorian’ era frequently has brickwork in two 

colours – red and yellow or red and black. In the Leckhampton area, there are often limestone blocks, 

some of which are ‘tooled’ or ‘rusticated’. Sometimes, gables have decoration added to the stone- or 

brickwork. This might be a central limestone block perhaps with a date or initials cut in. Additionally, 

porch and dormer gables, if they exist, might also have decorated bargeboards, but sometimes are of a 

pattern different from the main gable. It is less than usual for the garage to have matching bargeboards, 

but one house in Leckhampton Road is a notable exception. 

 Examples showing some of the typical features are illustrated on the following pages. (The precise 

addresses are not generally given, to respect the owner’s privacy.) Street Directories, Electoral Registers 

and Census records will give indications of when a house was built or first occupied.  
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A HISTORICAL LOOK AT LECKHAMPTON’S 
FARMS: A POSTSCRIPT 
 

By Terry Moore-Scott 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

I have never felt that any local history piece that I, or anyone else, writes must be the last word on the 

subject and my article on Leckhampton’s farms in the last Research Bulletin (No.3, Autumn 2004, pp. 

17-29) exemplifies this. Following its publication, two persons came forward with new information not 

previously available to me (on Bournside Farm and Crippetts Farm) which I felt called for a brief 

addendum to my earlier article. 

Bournside Farm 

The Walter Theobald noted previously in association with Bournside Farm was in fact Colonel Walter 

Theobald who lived in Bournside House, a 19th-century villa that still stands in Warden Hill Road near 

to Bournside Drive. To accommodate his horses and the groom who tended to them he had erected on 

his land the buildings that eventually became Bournside Farm. Following the Colonel’s death sometime 

during the Second World War, Bournside House and Farm were sold off separately, the farm and 

around 33 acres of land lying between Warden Hill Road and Shurdington Road being bought by a Mr 

George Warmingham. Along with his wife, Mr Warmingham established a successful dairy and poultry 

farm which was to continue until the 1960s. It was the proposal of the Gloucestershire County Council 

to compulsorily purchase the site for the new Bournside School that finally brought an end to this 

enterprise, but not without Bournside Farm gaining prominence as a test case in a national campaign for 

fairness in the way land was acquired for such purposes. Eventually this was to lead to important new 

parliamentary legislation on how compensation for requisitioned land was calculated. Thanks also to the 

campaign, Mr and Mrs Warmingham received a realistic price for their property and were able to 

purchase a new property in West Gloucestershire to carry on their farming. The case of Bournside Farm 

made front-page headlines in the The Gloucestershire Echo of October 26 1961 for all to read, but I am 

indebted principally to the late Mrs Warmingham, who lived in Leckhampton until her death in 2006, 

for drawing this story to my attention. 

Crippetts Farm 

My piece about this site prompted a response from Mr Gordon Wynn, a former member of LLHS, who 

has also sadly passed away. Gordon and his family lived at The Crippetts from 1966 to 1985 so he was 

well qualified to provide ‘insider information’ on the building and its development over the years. In 

particular he made it clear that there were two separate properties: The Crippetts and Crippetts Home 

Farm, about which later. Not all of his information is readily verifiable but the salient points are worth 

recording here. 

 During the Wilson family occupation, The Crippetts consisted of the house, stables, coachman’s 

cottage and outbuildings; the main approach to it was from the direction of Ullenwood via Greenway 

Lane. The house itself was made up of two buildings from different periods: an early yeoman’s cottage 

to the west and to the east a larger ‘main’ house added around 1812. The cottage was of timber frame 

construction with brick in-fill rendered over and a Cotswold stone roof containing three dormer 

windows. Inside were exposed ceiling beams and remains of a bake oven. This presumably is the 

building with the exceptionally thick walls previously commented upon. The 19th-century extension has 

the painted-on mock timbering previously reported.  
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             Gordon Wynn 

The Crippetts as it was in probably the 1920s, showing the yeoman’s cottage (Fir Trees) on the right and 

the 19th-century extension (Hillcrest) on the left 

 

 According to Gordon, the property was operating as a mink farm in the 1930s but fell empty during 

the Second World War except for a caretaker (a member of the Townsend family of local bakers) who 

occupied the cottage. After the war the property underwent various changes and development to create 

additional dwellings. The main building was converted into two separate accommodations, the cottage 

being known by the name of Fir Trees and the later extension as Hillcrest. Fir Trees was the property 

occupied by Dr Kennett and eventually the Wynn family. 

 Quite separate is Crippetts Home Farm which was built, around 1911, lower down on the west side of 

Crippetts Lane. This property came to be known as Crippetts Farm. The estate associated with the farm 

comprised land around The Crippetts and about twenty acres below Greenway Lane and it was used to 

graze sheep and cattle.  
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A BIT OF LOCAL HISTORY DETECTIVE WORK, 
OR ‘ELEMENTARY, DEAR WATSON’! 
 

By Terry Moore-Scott 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Leckhampton may not be short of connections with famous personalities, but few people probably are 

aware of the connection it has with the great crime novelist and creator of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle?  

 When recently in the Gloucestershire Records Office researching Minsterworth, I came across the 

will of a Jeremiah Hawkins of Southfield Cottage, Leckhampton1. This cottage, I believe, is the same as 

‘Southfield Cottages’ shown on late 19th-century Ordnance Survey maps as being on the west side of 

Old Bath Road above Pilley (just opposite where Ruth and I used to live). The building is now a pair of 

semi-detached residences known as 343 and 345 Old Bath Road.  

 I recognised that there was more to this than met the eye since I knew of a Hawkins family who had 

held substantial amounts of land and property in Minsterworth during the 1700s and 1800s. It appears 

that one of the family, Jeremiah Hawkins (1795-1873) along with his wife Emily, had moved about 

quite a bit, first to Monmouth and then in the 1860s to Southfield Cottage, Leckhampton and by the 

1871 census, old Jeremiah had moved back to Minsterworth to be cared for by his two unmarried 

daughters until his death. Another daughter, born in 1857, was Louisa (nicknamed ‘Touie’) and it was 

while Touie was staying in Southsea with her mother in 1884 that she met Dr Conan Doyle. They were 

married in the following year and it was soon after this that he began writing the novel ‘Study In Scarlet’ 

that was to catapult him to fame. Sadly, Touie died of tuberculosis in 19062. 

 So next time you walk past ‘Southfield Cottages’, spare a thought that for a brief time this property 

was the home of a young country girl destined to become the future Lady Conan Doyle! 

 
   
1 GRO Calendar 206(36). 
2 Information obtained from ‘Louisa Hawkins and her Family’ by Richard Lancelyn Green, published by the Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London (date unknown). 
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MEMBERS’ OTHER WRITINGS 
Contributors to this Bulletin have been busy in other fields during the past year or so.  Here we show 

some examples. First, Amy Woolacott’s Crossing Places of the Upper Thames, published by Tempus, 

2008, 160 pages, price £12.99. ISBN 978-0-7524-4693-4. 

 

 

 

The Thames, referred to as stately and silvery by poets, certainly adds charm to the villages and towns 

along its course. The Upper Thames, which passes through Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Oxfordshire, 

is roughly a quarter of the river’s 210-mile course, shaping the landscape, fostering plants and wildlife, 

and serving as an age-old highway and boundary between territories. Alluvial deposits in the valley 

have revealed traces of animal bones and flint tools such as Palaeolithic hand-axes, which most likely 

belonged to nomadic travellers or traders. Over the centuries settlements grew with flourishing trade that 

extended far beyond their bounds, leading to many cross-country and cross-river routes being formed. 

This fully illustrated book traces the history of more than 150 Upper Thames crossing-places from the 

river’s source and relates their origins to local use. The earliest would have had to be on routes 

important enough to justify their construction.  Amy has walked, boated or cycled the entire route 

covered in this book. 
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Next, Terry Moore-Scott has been involved in the production of two works on Minsterworth, where he 

now lives. 

  

 

A History of Minsterworth: From Prehistory to 1900, published by Reardon Publishing, 2006, 63 pp, 

price £5.95. A general chapter sets the village in its landscape and shows how it developed by reference 

to the river Severn and other passing routes, and to agriculture, fishing, seafaring and other core 

occupations. The changing fortunes of the manors that became Minsterworth are described, including 

the useful advantages of ownership by the Duchy of Lancaster. The chapter covering the time from the 

Reformation to Queen Victoria illuminates the development of the local squirearchy and their impact on 

the landscape and buildings of the village, but not forgetting the working life of its inhabitants, as shown 

by the churchwarden’s notebook or the still extant field boundary stones demarcating individual tenants’ 

strips in the open fields. 

 Appendices list the names of most of the population at various times and in various contexts, with 

details of their occupations, military usefulness or the value of their property. Some famous names with 

a Minsterworth connection emerge, including Sir Robert Atkyns, Richard Pate and even Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle [see preceding article for a Leckhampton connection too – Ed.]. 

 For Minsterworth in Old Photographs, villagers searched and dusted off old albums and rooted 

amongst forgotten boxes in their lofts to find the photographs, mostly from the 1890s to the 1950s. 

Farmers and their machinery, the roads and transport along them, houses and their occupants, the school 

and its scholars - these and village events and much more are caught by camera. The pictures show the 

constant cycles of the seasons and the weather, the River Severn and its tides.  

 The Editor’s revised and enlarged edition of The History of Leckhampton Church, with more 
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illustrations and added information, came out in 2008, price £2.00. A similarly revised and updated 

edition of its companion, Leckhampton Court – Manor House to Hospice, is in preparation.  

 Further back in time, we must not forget Leckhampton in Old Photographs, written in collaboration 

with Alan Gill, and Marilyn West’s book on Cheltenham’s Upper Bath Road (second-hand copies of 

both are in great demand), Ann Gibson’s A Brief History of Naunton Park or Elaine Heasman’s two 

books of photographs of Cheltenham in the Images of England series. Last, but not least, readers are 

reminded that reprints are now available of Leckhampton 1894 – the End of an Era, edited by Bruce 

Stait, with contributions by many members and other residents of Leckhampton. 

 

 

 

 

The Editor apologises if any other author has been overlooked. He is always glad to learn of 

publications about the area or produced by local residents. 

 


